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Introduction

I've recently been updating my research on the CROWN family of County Leitrim, Ireland, and I ran 
across a reference to a townland in Killargue civil parish called Sheskin.1  In that townland, I found a 
mystery in one tenant family who lived there for nearly 70 years.  The records seem to indicate that the 
family surname started out in 1837 as Crown, then it became Croan/Crone in 1857, and then it was 
Croal/Crowel by the 1901 census.  Even understanding that the spelling of any word and especially 
names could have had many variations during this time period, in this case, it seems clear that the 
Sheskin family group was the same.  

This article reviews the evidence and presents one possible explanation for apparent spelling variations 
in the Crown surname that occurred in County Leitrim during the mid-1800s.

It should be noted that I have previously explored the topic of alternate spellings for the Crown 
surname:

• Croghan

• Kroghan

Also correspondence with modern Crown researchers indicates that some family lines, like mine, have 
used the Crown spelling while others have used the Crowne spelling.

Finally, it should also be noted that Irish surnames were systematically altered by English record-
keepers after Ireland became part of Great Britain in 1801.  Here is an excerpt from recent email 
correspondence with a Travers  relation who lives in Ireland:

“….Translations is one of my favourite Irish plays by one of our best ever playwrights Brian Friel.  The
play is set … in the year 1833 when the British were in the process of updating a complete new detailed
map of Ireland and translating the Gaelic place names to the nearest english equivalent.  At the same 
time they translated the Gaelic surnames to what they considered to be the nearest english equivalent. 
And so our name was translated from O'Treabhair to Travers which was an Anglo Norman surname.  
This was another step in the process of colonisation of the island.  However this had limited success in 
north Leitrim because when I was a young lad seventy years ago the neighbours always referred to us 
as Trower, never Travers !!....”

So with this understanding of Irish-English history, we know that Crown was certainly not the original 
Gaelic spelling of our family.  Maybe the Crowns weren't Irish?  I've checked and double-checked the 
ethnicity report.  The DNA report can differentiate ethnicities, and the Crown family were most 
certainly Irish.  So I believe this means that some English record-keeper gave the spelling of Crown to 
a name that sounded like Crown.  But once the Crown surname was assigned, so to speak, was it 
subsequently altered by some branches of the Crown family?  This article begins to explore that 
question.

1 See also my article, Perspectives on McTernan Family History in Dromahair, County Leitrim, MA Schaefer, 22 Jan 
2023.  This article points to history and tales that include Sheskin/Shaskin.
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The Evidence

Sheskin Location

Here is the location of Sheskin; note that this townland is in the civil parish of Killarga and the 
Cloonlogher Electoral Division.

https://www.townlands.ie/leitrim/drumahaire/killarga/cloonlogher/sheskin/ 
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To give a frame of reference, here is the location of Fawn, just to the west.  Note that Fawn, the 
townland of the Travers family, is in the civil parish of Drumlease.  Malachy Travers and Bridget 
Crown were married in 1852 and they lived in Fawn.

According to this web post about Sheskin:

The townland of Sheskin is 94 acres. The McTernan family originally owned 72 acres. Alice 
McTernan, nee O'Connor sold 25 acres in the mid 1850s to a Patrick Feeney. Hugh McTernan V is 
listed as the occupier of 47 acres in the 1856 evaluation. 

Here are the only occupiers2 of Sheskin listed in the 1837 tithe applotments:

2 It's not clear to me if occupiers included both owners and tenants.
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• Hugh McTernan:  6+12+11 = 29 ac
◦ this would have been Hugh III 1763-1855 who married Mary Dolan

• Widow Crown:  .3 + 1.2 + 3 = > 4.5 ac
• Bryan McTernan: 1+1+10 = 22

◦ this was likely Hugh's oldest son, 1790-1848 who married Alice O'Connor

These tithes account for 55 acres, rounding up to 60.  At least in 1837, 60 of Sheskin's 94 acres were 
being leased to tenants.

For reference, here is the family group of Hugh McTernan III:

Hugh McTernan III, <1763-->1835, and wife Mary Dolan, 1772--1845, five children were

# in
history

Children Birthplace
Married
on / in

Spouse Birthplace

1.
Bryan McTernan
1790--6-1848

Sheskin
<1811 /
Killargue?

Alice O'Connor
1786--3-1866

---

2.
Peter McTernan
<1815--

--- --- --- ---

3.
Patrick McTernan
c. 1783--1843

--- --- --- ---

4.
Honor McTernan
c. 1798--1847

Sheskin --- --- ---

5.
Hugh McTernan IV
c. 1791-->1851

Sheskin
?
---
Killargue?

Anne Unknown,
-->1851

---

For those of us invested in Crown-Travers genealogy, Hugh IV and Anne were the parents of Michael 
McTiernan who married Annie McMorrow in Australia, sister of Eliza McMorrow who married 
Thomas Travers. 
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1857 Griffith's Valuation (GV)

Note that by 1857 all 94 acres of Sheskin were being leased.  All of the property except for one house 
was being leased by George Lane Fox to:

• Alice M'Tiernan:  Lots 1 and 2, abt 25 ac + house
◦ She was the widow of Bryan seen in 1837 tithes
◦ this must be the land “sold” to Patrick Feeney in the 1850s.

• James McGuiness, Lots 3 and 4, abt 18 ac
• The house on Lot 3 was being leased from James McGuiness by James Travers and Denis 

Croan (Crown?)
• Patrick Kilkenny, Lot 5, 1 ac
• Thomas Flynn, Lot 6, less than ½ ac
• Hugh M'Tiernan, Lot 7, 47 ac + house

◦ This was probably Hugh IV + Ann Unk, father of Michael who emigrated to Australia

Schaefer, January 2023 genealojist@gmail.com Page 6 of 20

mailto:genealojist@gmail.com


Note:  Today, there appears to be a modern house on the location of the Travers/Croan house shown in 
the GV:

Is this location near the Crown Bridge?

Gortnacorkoge

From McTiernan website:

Griffith's Evaluation of 1856, also list Hugh McTiernan as owning land in the Townland of Gortahork?,
civil parish of Killarga.  A Bryan McTiernan also is listed as owning land in the Townland 
of Gortnacorkoge right next to Sheskin. The two townlands are most likely one in the same. 

It turns out that Gortahork and Gortnacorkoge are different places.  The first is southeast of Killarga, 
closer to Leonagh, and a Hugh McTiernan was a tenant there.  Gortnacorkoge, as stated, was/is next to 
Sheskin, and a Charles and Bryan M'Tiernan were tenants there. 

Note that John Crone is also listed here with a house and garden, almost no land.  Also note that he was
leasing from Margaret Phibbs.  The Crowns in Morerah also leased from the Phibbs family.
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Residents after 1860

From   http://mctiernan.com/mtest.htm 

On this web page, there's a table, shown below, that includes the names of  James Travis, Denis Croan, 
and John Croan.  The table has a peculiar layout.  Read columns 1-3 going down, and then go to the top
of the table and read columns 4-6 going down.  The asterisk indicates somebody died or moved.

Denis Croan died in 1881 (see Vital Records section) and John Croan took over.  From 1881-1898, 
John Croan had 19 acres, maybe the same 19 acres that once were leased by James McGuiness?  John 
died in 1907, and apparently John Byrne took over the 19 acres.  Was Byrne a relation of John Croan?

Span of Years Occupants Acres Span of Years Occupants Acres

1860 - 1863
* Alice McTiernan,

nee O'Connor
--- 1881 - 1898 Owen McTiernan 25

" Owen McTiernan 25 " John Croan 19

" James McGuiness 19 " * Eleanor Kilkenny ---

" James Travis -- " * Thomas Flynn ---

" Denis Croan -- " Hugh McTiernan V 22

" Patrick Kilkenny --- " Patt Feeny 25

"
Thomas Flynn

Hugh McTiernan V
47 1899 - 1918 Owen McTiernan ---

1864 Owen McTiernan 25 " * John Croan ---

" James McGuiness 22 " John Byrne ---

" James Travis -- " * Hugh McTiernan V ---

" Denis Croan -- " John McTiernan ---

" Patrick Kilkenny -- " Patt Feeney ---

" Thomas Flynn -- 1919 - 1939
* ?Bernard? McTiernan

* Ellen McTiernan
James Sherdan

25

" Hugh McTiernan V 47 " * John Byrne 19

1865 - 1880 Owen McTiernan 25 " Matthew Kilkenny ---

"
* Denis Croan

John Croan
-- " John McTiernan 22

"
* Patrick Kilkenny
Eleanor Kilkenny

-- "
* Patt Feeny
John Feeny

25

" Thomas Flynn -- - - -

" Hugh McTiernan V 47 - - -

" Patrick Feeny -- - - -
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Vital Records

Here is the 1881 death record for a Denis Croal:

Name: Denis Croal Date of Death: 16-Nov-1881

Age: 74 Parish / District:
DROMAHAIRE CIVIL REGISTRATION 
DISTRICT

Address: Sheskin County: Co. Leitrim
Status: Widower (Male) Denomination: Not Recorded
Occupation: FARMER Sex: Male

Graveyard Informant

Graveyard: Relationship: Son
Parish: Name: John Croal
County: Address: Killananama

I searched for records involving Killananama, and found no Croal, but interestingly, I found a couple of
marriages pertaining to McGuiness, daughters of James McGuiness.  

Now here is the death record for a John Croal:

Name: John Croal Date of Death: 10-Apr-1907

Age: 68
Parish / 
District:

DROMAHAIRE CIVIL REGISTRATION 
DISTRICT

Address: Sheskin County: Co. Leitrim

Status:
Bachelor (Previously 
unmarried)

Denomination: Not Recorded

Occupation: FARMER Sex: Male

Graveyard Informant

Graveyard: Relationship: Cousin
Parish: Name: Stephen Flynn
County: Address: Lisgorman

There was a Stephen Flynn enumerated in Lisgorman in 1901, and he would have been 20 years old by 
1907 when this John Croal died.  The father of this Stephen Flynn appears to have been Thomas Flynn, 
a name that does appear throughout the land records of Sheskin.  So, the suggestion would seem to be 
that Thomas Flynn had also married a Crown/Croan/Croal.

For reference, a search of death records in Lisgorman over the years includes names of McTernan, 
McMorrow, Travers, Harte; GV includes names of Walpole, Gallagher, Thomas Flinn, Hugh 
McTiernan.
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1901 Census

As we can see, the surname Crowel was used rather than the surname Croan which appears in the 
1860s table.  John Crowel signed his mark on this record, next to the name that the constable 
enumerating him had written.  So John couldn't write.  Does that fact have anything to do with the 
apparent morphing of his surname?

It can be noted that there were eight people living in Sheskin by the time of the 1911 census, and the 
three heads of household were John and James McTernan, and Pat Feeney.
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Other Records

From story called “Famine Times”, The Schools Collection, 

https://www.duchas.ie/en/cbes/4605927/4603097/4644772

Note:  There are a number of other stories that refer to Sheskin, a couple that specifically mention Pat 
Feeney and Owen McTernan.
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Sligo Champion January 20, 1900

Note that this article is dated before the 1901 census.

What's Going On?

What is all this evidence telling us?

• I have gone through all the records I can find that contain the Crown surname, (I have a catalog 
at this point), and at the moment, I have no inkling who was Widow Crown in the 1837 tithes of
Sheskin.  However, the depth of information on the McTiernan website seems so thorough and 
so sure that McTiernans were the main tenants of Sheskin, it makes me wonder if Widow 
Crown wasn't somehow related to them.  My best guess would be that a male Crown married a 
McTernan female, possibly a sister or a daughter of Hugh McTernan III.

• In the table on page 8 showing Sheskin property ownership starting in the 1860s (I would love 
to know where this data comes from), we see the continuation of what the 1857 GV showed us, 
James Travis (Travers) and Denis Croan. 

◦ Our family story is that the parents of Malachy Travers were James Travers and Mary 
Gallagher.  Was there a connection between the Travers found in Fawn and James Travers in
Sheskin?  Whatever the Travers relationships, the James Travers in Sheskin probably died 
by 1865.

◦ I think Croan = Crown, given there was a Crown in Sheskin in 1837, and also understanding
that a good deal of leeway is given to the subject of spelling during this time.  Assuming the 
same family group, I would have to guess that Denis was the son of the Widow Crown from
1837.  However, the name of Denis in my Crown catalog is rare – I only have one, 
associated with Poundhill in Killasnet parish.  

◦ Why were James Travers and Denis Croan living together in Sheskin?  Subsequent research 
(see next section, Searching for Croal) has revealed that Denis had a wife of the name 
Margaret Travers.  Certainly it is not a coincidence that Denis was living in Sheskin with a 
man with the same surname as his wife!  It seems entirely likely that Denis Croan and 
James Travers were related through marriage.  It should also be noted that Denis and James 
were leasing their house from James McGuiness, and McGuiness was himself leasing four 
acres of land in Sheskin from George Lane Fox.  
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◦ And what about James McGuiness?  Here are the reasons to keep McGuiness on my radar:

▪ Bridget “Biddy” McGuinnis, 1819-1894, married James McMorrow.  The following list 
shows their children and their spouses.  Note that an asterisk (*) indicates family lines 
where I have found DNA matches.  Also note that both of the Travers in this list were 
children of Malachy Travers and Bridget Crown.

• Ellen + Felix McMorrow (a different family group)
• Mary + Michael Walpole*
• Bridget + John O'Rourke *
• Sarah
• John + Bridget Travers
• Honor + Michael McTiernan
• Eliza + Thomas Travers *
• Fanny

Where did James McMorrow and Biddy McGuiness and their family live?  According to the 
1857 GV, they lived in Fenagh, a townland just south of Sheskin; see the following map clip. 

So the question remains whether James McGuiness of Sheskin was the father of Bridget 
McGuiness who lived in Fenagh?  This James McGuinness also had a small piece of property in
DarkValley, just west of Sheskin, which he leased from George Lane Fox.
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• Also in post-1860 records, we see repeated mention of Owen McTiernan.  Owen was a son of 
Bryan.  This from the McTiernan website:

Owen McTernan, 1831--5-27-1900, of Sheskin, Catholic parish of Killargue, brother of Rev. 
Stephen McTernan, died in 1900 at the age of 79. He was a widower when he died. His 
daughter, Ellen signed the register at his death. Owen had been living on Sheskin when he died. 
On one of the legal records he was listed as Eoghan which is Gaelic for Owen. His wife was 
Mary McMorrow, <1840--<1900.

Was Mary McMorrow related to James McMorrow of Fenagh?  We don't know.

• It appears to me from the 1860s table that the 19 acres leased by James McGuiness in the early 
1860s came into possession of John Croan by the 1880s.  It certainly suggests to me that James 
Travers and Denis Croan may have been related to McGuiness, and maybe McGuiness to 
McTernan.

• Also according to the 1860s table, it looks like John Croan took over for Denis Croan in 
Sheskin, suggesting to me that he was a son of Denis.  Sure enough, we have the vital records 
showing that Denis Croal died in 1881, reported by his son, John, who himself died in 1907. 
Why does the surname Croan suddenly change to Croal, apparently in the 1880s?  The only 
original record I can see with my own eyes is the 1837 tithe of Widow Crown.  After that, the 
records are all transcribed until the 1901 census when John Crowel signed his mark.  Are we 
looking at transcription mistakes or did this Croan family change their surname to Croal?  And 
if so, why?

At this point, we obviously still have more questions than answers.

Searching for Croal

It turns out that the surname Croal (and several spelling variations) is very rare in Ireland, much more 
so than Crown, which itself is relatively rare.  The biggest concentration of the Croal surname is in 
Killasnet and Rossinver civil parishs in County Leitrim.  

Here is a summary from the tithe applotments:3 4

• 1833 Rossinver:

◦ Ardagh Kilbride: Denis Croel

◦ Aughnahoo:  John, Phelim Croel

◦ Conrea:  John, Phelim Croel

◦ Manthau West:  Margaret Croel

3 I initially used indexes provided by familysearch.org to create this list, but now I find that indexing of the same source 
on ancestry.com results in slightly different names and dates.  So if something in this list is essential to your research, I 
highly recommend that you locate the originals to verify for yourself.

4 Note:  There are CROAL descendants still in County Fermanagh in a townland, Garvros, which borders Rossinver to the
south.  So far, I haven't been able to locate any tithe applotments for that place, so the earliest record is the 1857 GV.
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• 1833 Killasnet:

◦ Curraghfore:  Edward, Michael Croal

◦ Deer Park:  Michael Crowl

◦ Firtree Park:  Farrel Croal

◦ Tully:  James Crowl

◦ Cartrontemple:  Michael Croal

• 1835 Killargue:

◦ Gortnatresque (Gortnatresk):  John Croil 

• 1857 Fermanagh (No. Ire.)

◦ Garvros:  Thomas

◦ Tullysranadeega:  Francis

• 1857 Rossinver:

◦ Ardagh Kilbride:  John, Phelim, Cormick Croall

• 1857 Killasnet:

◦ Curraghfore:  Francis, James Croal

◦ Deerpark:  Michael Croal

It's interesting that the name of Denis Croel appears in Rossinver in 1833, but not there in 1857.  But 
the name of Denis Croan does appear in Killargue in 1857 with James Travers in Sheskin.  Did Denis 
relocate and adjust the spelling of his name?

I will also note that there was one Crown found in early Killasnet in the surrounding area of 
Manorhamilton, and several Crowns found in early Killargue in the areas surrounding Sheskin.

The next task is to search among DNA matches to me and my Crown relations for anybody who has 
CROAL in their family tree.  Here is what I found:

• PCaslin – a 5th-8th cousin match to me, and a shared match to three other testers who appear to 
be Crown-Travers related, including C.H. by LJSS62.  This family tree has Terence Croal and 
Bridget McDermott as a direct ancestor.

• Charlie Meehan – a 5th-8th cousin match to M. Muldoon.  Muldoon, like me, also descends 
from Patrick Crown and Ann Clancy, and Richard Crown and Sarah Meehan before that.  
Besides having Meehan as a direct ancestor, this user also has Terence Croall and Bridget 
McDermott as a direct ancestor.

Who were these Croals?  Terence Croal ~1808-1895 and Bridget McDermott 1811-1886.  This Croal 
couple lived in the townland of Garrison in County Fermanagh, a location just over three miles walking
distance from Ardagh Gilbride where Denis Croal was tithed in 1833.
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Was Denis Croal of Ardagh Gilbride related to Terence Croal of Garrison?  Unknown, but likely so.  
Terence and Bridget named their first-born child Denis (1842-1865).

Finally, I searched public family trees for anybody who has an ancestor named Denis Cro*l from 
Ireland (preferably Leitrim).  There was one possibility from a man who now lives in Scotland.

Schaefer, January 2023 genealojist@gmail.com Page 16 of 20

mailto:genealojist@gmail.com


Who were Denis Crowel and Margaret Travers?  I was able to find the marriage record of their 
daughter, Margaret Crowel:

Date of Marriage: 29-Jun-1868   

Parish / District: LURGANBOY CIVIL REGISTRATION DISTRICT County: Co. Leitrim

Husband Wife

Name: Martin Macgolric Margaret Croel

Address: Doonkelly Five Mile Burn

Denomination: Not Recorded Not Recorded

Occupation: SERVANT SERVANT

Age: 25 22

Status: Bachelor (Previously unmarried) Spinster (Previously unmarried)

Husband's Father Wife's Father

Name: James Macgolric Denis Croel

Address:

Denomination:

Occupation: FARMER FARMER

Witness 1 Witness 2

Name: James Clynton Susan Macmorrow

Address:

Notes:
MARRIED IN DRUMLEASE RC CHURC

Correspondence with this new Scot contact has confirmed that his ancestors Martin McGolric and 
Margaret Croel moved to Glasgow, Scotland shortly after their marriage in Leitrim.  Margaret died 
there in 1883 and her death record in Scotland names Denis Croel and Margaret Travers (both dec) as 
her parents.

This find is exciting because now we have two Croal/Travers associations:  one in 1857 Sheskin, 
Leitrim where a Denis Croal and James Travers were living together, and one that shows a Denis Croal 
and Margaret Travers had a daughter, Margaret Croal, who married in Leitrim in 1868, and 
subsequently moved to Scotland.  Are we talking about the same Denis Croal in both records?  And 
would that Denis Croal be the same or a different individual from the Denis Croel in 1833 Ardagh 
Kilbride?

Our Scot contact, F. Shelton, agreed to take the ancestry DNA test, and here are the preliminary results:

1. Shelton's DNA matches include K. Crown of the Poundhill Crowns and M. Muldoon of the 
Pollboy Crowns.  I think that means, as I've speculated, that the Poundhill and Pollboy Crowns 
are closely related.  But where does Shelton's Denis Crowel (originally Crown) fit in?  At this 
point, Shelton's match could point to either Crown branch, but because Denis Crowel married a 
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Travers, I am leaning to the Pollboy branch of Crowns because we already know of one 
Travers-Crown marriage in that branch, so it seems likely there might have been others.  

2. Shelton also has two DNA matches that point to the Friarstown Crownes,5 specifically to the 
branch of Michael Crowne, b 1844, d 1917.  Believe it or not, this Michael Crowne married a 
woman named Sarah Crowne.  Because Shelton has two DNA matches that point to this double-
Crowne connection, we have to wonder which Crowne side does Shelton relate to, or both?  
Well, if Shelton is also related to Pollboy Crowns and Poundhill Crowns, then I believe that's 
the direction to be looking.

My Theory

Now to my theory to explain a spelling variation of the surname Crown.  Spelling is such an interesting
subject.  When I first started genealogy work, I was very stuck on specific surname spellings, but the 
longer I did the work, the more I learned that extreme spelling variations often occurred over time, and 
for various reasons.  Especially for families arriving in America, surname variations were common, and
sometimes different branches of the same family chose different spellings and each went on their way.  
Even the smallest spelling variation of a surname – by a single letter – whether intentionally introduced
or not, can divert genealogy research and seemingly scramble a family tree.  I've seen it more than 
once.

But what could inspire a name change within one's home country?  What historical events were 
impacting Ireland?   

• 1798 – Rebellion involving United Irishmen
• 1801 – Union of Great Britain and Ireland
• 1805 – Battle of Trafalgar
• 1815 – Defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo
• 1837 – Queen Victoria ascends the throne
• 1846-48 – The Great Famine
• 1854-56 – Crimean War
• and so on

Now let's zoom in to Sheskin again.  Two more local historical observations come into play:

1. The prominent occupants in Sheskin were McTiernan.  In particular was Owen McTiernan, a 
son of Bryan McTiernan, and a grandson of Hugh McTiernan III.  Owen McTiernan was a 
neighbor of the Croans for over 40 years.  Here is what has been written about Owen:

Owen was also a staunch Nationalist and an ardent patriot. In the days of O'Connell he was an 
enthusiastic repealer and subsequently a keen supporter of the Land League Movement. He held
the office of President of the Killargue branch of the Land League for many years, and chaired a
large public meeting held there in 1879 which was addressed by P. A. McHugh and Owen's 
brother, Rev. Stephen McTernan. P. A. McHugh's full name was Patrick Aloysius McHugh, born
on 9-29-1858 in the townland of Annagh, Glenfarn. He went from the bogs of Annagh as a 
barefoot boy to the Mayor's parlor in Sligo City.(above taken from a paper by John C. 
McTernan, chief librarian of Sligo Co. Library).  Owen along with Hugh V owned dogs.

5 This branch definitely used the ending “E” on the surname.  Another way to get away from the word “crown”?
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It seems reasonable to think that the Sheskin neighbors of nearly 70 years might have shared 
political viewpoints.

2. The establishment of the National Irish Land League in 1879 lead to the Land War 1879-1882.  
Even more remarkable was the establishment of the Ladies Land League which included 
women from County Leitrim families.  I find no Crown or Croan or Croal names mentioned, 
but I do find Travers and McGloin, both names associated with Crowns.

It seems clear that the Catholic tenants of County Leitrim in the mid-1800s and especially after the 
Great Famine had long grievances with the British.  I could be reaching, but it seems the British were 
known even in those times as The Crown.  The newspaper, “Irish American” was publishing stories in 
New York in the early 1880s that referred to “the Crown” and the meaning clearly refers to the British.  
This association is one reason why all my modern internet searches for the Crown family result in 
many, many non-relevant matches referring to The Crown.  

And so I imagine myself being a Catholic Irish Nationalist in County Leitrim in the 1880s.  Whereas 
today the Crown surname in my family doesn't seem to have any negative connotation, maybe back 
then the name represented a force to be resisted.  Maybe any association with the word Crown was not 
only politically and socially undesirable, but maybe it also impacted economic and personal security.  
Perhaps adjusting the ending spelling of the Crown surname during such times might make one's life 
slightly easier by disassociating from the symbol of English rule.

But can this theory be proved?  I admit that the evidence paints a sketchy picture at best.  

• Was Denis Croel in 1833 Ardagh Gilbride the same person as Denis Croan in 1857 Sheskin ?  
Let's imagine yes.

• Let's next imagine that Denis Croel used the surname Croan in the 1857 GV of Sheskin because
he was somehow related to the Widow Crown who had lived in Sheskin in 1837.  So Denis 
went from Croel to Croan, and he was living with James Travers, who had the same surname as 
Denis' wife, Margaret Travers.  We don't have a record of when Denis married Margaret 
Travers, but presumably before 1843 when we believe that Margaret Croal McGorlic was born.

Note:  So far, I find no record of a Margaret Travers, birth or death, that would fit this scenario. 
There were, however, several Travers family groups in the vicinity of Sheskin.

• At the time of Denis' death in 1881, his son, John Croal, reported his father's surname and his 
own as Croal.  So again, the name shifted back to a surname that might have originated in 
Rossinver civil parish.  The Croal surname remained in use in the Killarga area at least through 
1907 when John died.  I have not yet found any record of the Croal sisters reported living with 
John in the 1901 census.

In short, the evidence tells us the surname spelling of one family group living in Sheskin shifted from 
Crown to Croan to Croal to Crowell all within 64 years.  I am clearly speculating about the reason why 
that happened, but applying some logic based on historical events doesn't make this scenario entirely 
unreasonable.  In fact, dislike of surname is one of several reasons people might change their surname:6

Dislike of Surname - People forced by governments to adopt surnames which were not a 
part of their culture or were not of their choosing would often shed themselves of such names 
at the first opportunity. 

6 See Powell article in the Further Reading section at the end of this article.
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Conclusion

Is it possible that modern Crown/Crowne families who descend from County Leitrim also relate to 
some families who used the surname Croal/Croel/Crowell?  The evidence is both coincidental and yet 
suggestive.  Did the families who lived farther north in County Leitrim change their surname early on 
while families who lived farther south kept the Crown name?  And one person, Denis, who lived in the 
north, used Croal until he married and moved to the south where he used Croan.  But then upon Denis' 
death, Denis' son, John, preferred Croal, and so it was.  

It all goes back to Widow Crown in 1837 Sheskin.  Who was she?  Was she really a Crown?  Was 
Denis related to her, and if so, how?  We'll have to wait for more DNA evidence to add to this mix, but 
meanwhile, I find these questions intriguing because of the bigger question, what's in a name?

Further Reading

“Irish Roots:  how our surnames were Englished” by John Grenham, 9 Nov 2015, Irish Times

“The Evolution of Irish Surnames – and where your surname fits in” by youririshheritage.com

“Why Did My Ancestor Change His Name?” by Kimberly Powell, 11 Feb 2019, thoughtco.com

“Place Names and the Ordnance Survey” by Ordnance Survey Ireland
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