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Introduction

In 2019, we found a DNA match for somebody who is the granddaughter of Catherine Elizabeth 
Travers, 1907-1990, and the great-granddaughter of James Travers and Bridget Crown.  James and 
Bridget were both born in Ireland.  They arrived in the US in the early 1890s and settled in Jersey City.

Because the DNA match relates to us who descend from Irish ancestors born in County Leitrim, I 
searched Leitrim records and found a marriage which could well have applied to this James Travers and
Bridget Crown:

Here are my notes on this record:

• The groom, James Travers, was notably from Fawn, which is the locale where Lacky Travers 
lived, Lacky being the spouse of Bridget Crown, who was the daughter of my ancestors, 
Richard Crown and Sarah Meehan.  Lacky Travers and Bridget Crown did have a son named 
James, 1868-1950.  That James Travers lived his life in Ireland and never married.  So the DNA
match to me, who is not Travers-related, could not be coming from Bridget Crown Travers, at 
least not directly.

• The father of James Travers who married in 1890 was also James Travers.  I did not find a death
record for the older James Travers.  However, for the younger James Travers, he could have 
been the son of:

◦ James Travers of Fawn, farmer, and Bridget Dockery, their son James born 15 Aug 1866

◦ James Travers of Fawn, farmer, and Margaret Obrien (also Obrine), their son James born 1 
Dec 1867
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See my article, Cataloging Fawn Travers, specifically p. 2 under the heading James Travers, 
and p. 11 under the heading of James Trowers.  According to that study, my best educated 
guess is that the James Travers who emigrated to NJ was the son of James Travers and Margaret
Obrien, and he was a first cousin once removed to Lacky Travers who was a witness at the 1890
marriage.

• Which brings us to the bride, Bridget Crowne of Sweetwood whose father, Francis, was 
deceased at the time of her marriage.  There is one birth record for a Bridget Crown born 14 Apr
1867 in Sweetwood to Francis Crown, farmer, and Bridget (Biddy) Carroll.  There is a death 
record for Francis Crown of Sweetwood Lower who died in 1886.

◦ Of course, there were multiple men named Francis Crown in the Sweetwood area around 
this time.  Based on various records, here are the family groups I have constructed:

▪ Francis Crown, ~1816-1886, + Biddy Carroll, lived in Sweetwood Lower, children: 
John, Ann, Mary, Patrick, Michael, Martin, Bridget, Catherine

• There were two other Crowns in Sweetwood Lower in the 1830 tithes and 1857 
Griffiths Valuation:  Patrick and Martin – I know nothing more of either, so either or 
neither might have been a father of this Francis Crown.

▪ Francis Crown, ~1820-1895, + Mary McGolrick, lived in Sweetwood Little, children: 
Thomas, Francis, Bridget,1 Michael, Martin, Mary, Catherine, John, Ann

• I have calculated that Francis Crown, ~1780-1873 + Catherine Giblin were the 
parents of this Francis Crown, only because they lived in Sweetwood Little.  
Because of other DNA matches, I have calculated that this Francis Crown Sr. could 
have been a brother of my ancestor, Richard Crown.

• Finally, it can be noted that James Travers and Bridget Crown had one child in Ireland, John 
Travers, born 1 Mar 1891 in Sweetwood Lower.  The record notes that the father's townland 
was Fawn.  There is some confusion here because once James and Bridget got to America, the 
1895 NJ state census and the 1900 US federal census show that their oldest son was named 
Patrick, born, apparently around the same time as John.  Because James and Bridget had a later 
son they named John, I believe the first John Travers died in infancy, and Patrick was quite 
likely born enroute to America!  This point is not important to the research of DNA matches 
here, but I think it's still important to account for details such as these.

So up to this point, the question of how the 2019 DNA match is related to us beyond the commonalities
of surnames Travers and Crown found in County Leitrim has remained open.  It is even a bit more 
complicated because:

• Some matches might be showing up just on the Travers side.  However, all the Travers testers I 
know are descendants of Malachy “Lacky” Travers and Bridget Crown, so it can be difficult to 
recognize Travers-only matches.

• There are a handful of testers, like me, who are Crown-only-related and who match the 2019 
tester.  This would be the only avenue by which we might be able to trace the Crown 
relationship.

1 This Bridget is probably not the one who married James Travers in 1890 because her father, Francis, was still alive at the
time of the marriage.
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Now we come to the impetus for this article.  Recently, I found a DNA match to one of our Travers  
relations in Ireland, and although the match is quite small, the family tree of this match contains the 
name of Marjorie C. Crown, 1916-1990, who was born in Jersey City.  There are no Travers involved 
in the family tree of this match, and so our Travers relation in Ireland, descended from Malachy Travers
and Bridget Crown, must be matching on Crown DNA.  In addition, the shared matches include the 
2019 match, another who is related to the 2019 match, and another who descends from Francis Hopper 
and Catherine Crown of Sradoon, Leitrim.  We are definitely looking at some Crown DNA, so let's 
explore.

History

First, I think it's interesting that emigrants from Ireland would settle in Jersey City.  Why?  This article 
is very informative and recommended reading.

Jersey City:  The Irish Across the River, John T. Ridge, New York Irish History, Vol 4, 1989, pp. 11-15.

https://nyirishhistory.us/article/jersey-city-the-irish-across-the-river/

Family Tree

Here is the family tree I have built for Marjorie C. Crown, the ancestor of the small match to our 
Travers tester in Ireland:
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So who was this Patrick Crown?  Here's what we can glean from US records:

• Year of birth varies from 1861-1866, place of birth Ireland.

• Arrived in 1882, resided in Jersey City.

• Married Catherine Ford, probably in US.

• Five children from 1890-1905:  Francis “Frank”, Catherine, Mary Anne, Elizabeth, and John M.

• Catholic burial at Holy Cross Cemetery in Jersey City.

But here's another interesting fact about Patrick.  In the early 1890s, he was living at the same address 
with another adult male, Michael F. Crown.  This Michael F. Crown ran a saloon at 740 Grand in Jersey
City.  I believe this Michael Crown was unmarried and died in 1897.  He was buried in the same 
cemetery and grave plots as Patrick Crown and his family.

I think it's reasonable to think that Patrick and Michael were brothers.  If we go back to the family 
group of Bridget Crown who married James Travers and then emigrated to Jersey City, we find that 
Bridget, who was born in 1867 in Killargue, had these among her brothers:

• Patrick Crown, born 23 Sep 1860 in Killargue

• Michael Crown, bap 24 Dec 1862 in Killargue

For my money, I think that James Travers decided to emigrate to Jersey City where he had brothers-in-
law already settled.  Bridget's children definitely had Crown cousins in Jersey City throughout their 
growing up.

New Jersey Probate

Just for fun, let's wonder together if Michael F. Crown who died in 1897 left a will.  Often unmarried 
people leave whatever property they have to siblings and the children of siblings – all spelled out in a 
will.  In this case, there was apparently no will, meaning Michael died intestate.  But Michael's brother, 
Patrick Crown, subsequently made application to the probate court to be assigned administrator of 
Michael's estate.  Here we go.
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Conclusion

I think this new evidence – the combination of a DNA match to the line of Patrick Crown of Jersey 
City, and the probate record for Patrick's brother Michael F. Crown – confirms my speculations about 
the origins of Bridget Crown Travers.  She was from Sweetwood, Leitrim, Ireland, and after emigrating
she resided in Jersey City with a sister and two of her brothers.  In addition, she had another sister in 
MA, while her mother and another brother still resided back in Sweetwood.

But it still leaves us wondering about Bridget's father, Francis Crown, who died in Sweetwood Lower 
in 1886 – who were Francis' parents, and how were they related to my ancestor, Richard Crown?  Even 
though that question remains open, there seems to be little question that all these different Crown 
family groups were somehow related to each other.
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