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I think it's reasonable to assume that all the Travers who lived in Fawn at the time of the Griffith's 
Valuation (GV) were related.  In order to understand different DNA matches showing up, it might help 
to attempt to catalog the family groups in hopes of inferring relationships.

Assembling Travers Family Groups

As we all know, Irish records are few and scattered, and by the latter I refer to date ranges.  Using the 
RootsIreland website, which apparently works in association with the Leitrim Genealogy Centre, I have
found the greatest collection of pertinent records, but there are gaps.  Civil records start around the 
1860s but earlier Catholic church records are available, although there are gaps in the dates of the 
records.  What I'm trying to say is that assembling a family group using this hodgepodge of records is 
often an effort involving deduction.  It's the best we can do.

In reviewing the Griffith's Valuation (GV) of 1857, what can we say about the Travers residents, 
Patrick, James, Thomas, Loughlin, and William?  I'm not going to discuss Loughlin/Malachy here – he 
is the one we know most about, 1833-1908, married Bridget Crown.  However, I will note that in the 
family of Malachy Travers Sr., the information passed down in the family was that the parents of 
Malachy Travers Sr. were James Travers and Mollie Gallagher.  I would like to suggest that we at least 
consider other possibilities because of the naming pattern of the children of Malachy Travers and 
Bridget Crown.  The birth order of their children was:  Patrick, Thomas, Richard, John, Bridget, Mary, 
Malachy, James, Sarah, and Anne.  If James was the father of Malachy, it seems strange that Malachy 
would wait until his sixth son came along to pass along the name of James.  Of course this point is 
completely debatable, but I'd like to keep an open mind.

Thomas Travers

First, let's talk about Thomas Travers abt 1816-1894.  This person swore marriage banns to Catherine 
Keany in 1848, and some of their children included James b 1855, Eleanor b 1860, Michael, b 1864, 
Thomas b 1865, and Kate.  Descendants from their son James and their daughter, Kate Travers Carty, 
have shown up as DNA matches.  Because of Thomas' birth year relative to that of Malachy Sr., I 
would have to say that Thomas was of an older generation, possibly Malachy's uncle.  In 1857 GV, 
Thomas and Lacky were living next to each other in Fawn.

Patrick Travers

Next, we saw several individuals named Patrick Travers in the GV of Fawn.  How many were there?  I 
say at least two individuals named Patrick because lots 1 and 5 each had a separate house. 
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In a study of the vital records, I've been able to determine there were two men named Patrick Travers 
who were about the same age, both of whom lived in Fawn:

1. Patrick Travers abt 1809-1874.  He apparently had a wife named Catherine 1821-1897.  Her 
death record said she was of Fawn, a widow of Patrick, a farmer, and the death was reported by 
her son, Michael Travers.

2. Patrick Travers abt 1813-1888.  He married Susan Dawson 1818-1882, and their known 
children from 1839-1849 were:  John, Anne, Charles, Ellen, Hugh, and possibly Bridget.  The 
younger children emigrated to Boston.  John stayed in Fawn and married Catherine Flynn, and 
some of their children also emigrated to Boston.  It's also significant to note that the daughter 
Anne married another Travers, a Michael Travers in 1870.  Both the bride and groom were from
Fawn, and both had a father named Patrick.  Here is where you can imagine me pointing to the 
name of the only known son of Patrick #1.

It appears we have accounted for four Travers individuals seen on the 1857 map of Fawn:  Lacky, 
Thomas, and two Patrick's.

Now we backtrack a little more to the early tithes and remember the Trower residents of Fawn were 
Michael, James, and William.  It seems very likely that two of those men had sons named Patrick 
around the same time, but which two?  Still working.

James Travers

Who were James and Patrick Travers living together on Lot 5, which seemed to include Lot 15 in 
Mullagh leased to Travers & Company?  Still working.  

But the question does bring us to another tricky situation where we find two men named James Travers 
in the next generation, both about the same age:

1. In 1851, James Travers of Drumlease parish entered into marriage banns with Margaret Obrien 
of Kilinumra Ardah.  Two baptisms have been found for their children born in Fawn:  

◦ Thomas, b 1864 – notably the surname was recorded here as Trower

◦ James, b 1867, who had a sponsors of John Hart, probably a Fawn neighbor.  This 
younger James Travers (b 1867) is thought to be the one who married Bridget Crown of 
Sweetwood, and this couple had one child in Ireland, and then emigrated to Hoboken, 
New Jersey.  We have one DNA match from this New Jersey family.i

2. James Travers and Bridget Dockery.  While we have no marriage record for this couple, we 
have the baptism records for several of their children ranging from 1864-1880:  Patrick, James 
(b1866), Elen, Mary, Francis, Catherine, Bridget, and Margaret, all of Fawn.  A new DNA 
match has recently surfaced which appears to connect to the oldest son, Patrick.  He apparently 
went to Glasgow (probably for work), and he married there and had several children:  Maggie, 
James, Helen, Patrick, Francis, and Jane.  So now we have a DNA match from Scotland that is 
pointing to Fawn.

Like the two Patrick Travers of Fawn of a previous generation born around the same time, these two 
James Travers also appear to have been born around the same time – I estimate 1830-1840 – the first 
one probably being a little older.  Both lived in Fawn.  And like the Patrick Travers pair, these James 

Schaefer, March 2021 genealojist@gmail.com Page 2 of 14

mailto:genealojist@gmail.com


Travers were probably first cousins.  But who were their fathers?  We can probably eliminate these 
candidates:

• Lacky, born 1833.  He would have also been a first cousin to this pair of James. 

• Thomas Travers entered into his marriage banns with Catherine Keany in 1848, and the first 
baptism I found for this couple was 1860.  Even though there could have been earlier children 
born to Thomas and Catherine, I am imagining that both of the James Travers discussed here 
were likely born before 1848.

That leaves Patrick #1, Patrick #2, and possibly other individuals we haven't identified as possible 
fathers of James #1 and James #2.  Still working.

William Travers

Besides the early 1834 tithe, I find no other record of this William Travers.  I found only one burial 
record for any William Travers in Leitrim:  William Travers who died 9 Oct 1837, but his address was 
Greyfield in Innishmagrath parish, which is not near Fawn.

We see a William Travers in the GV, but there's no telling if he was the same individual from 20 years 
previous.  He was living in the same place, the southern part of Fawn.

Now fast-forward 50 years and we get to the 1901 and 1911 censuses.  There we find a group of three 
elderly siblings living together in Fawn who apparently never married:

• Patrick, died 1902, age 70

• Mary, died 1911, age 72

• William, died 1916, age 72; I will refer to him as William Jr. because he could not have been 
the man named in the 1834 early tithes.

It should be noted that the reported ages of these three single Travers fluctuate wildly in the censuses.  
Patrick was born as early as 1832, and Mary was born as late as 1861.  Who knows what is right.  I'm 
thinking they were born around the 1840s, which makes them all too young to appear in the 1857 GV 
themselves, which then presents the question of who was their father?

There is one further clue, however.  In both of the censuses, a younger James Travers appears to be 
living next door to the elder Travers sibs, and he is listed having the lease for their house and land.  
When William died, the informant was James Travers, his nephew.

This younger James Travers was the son of a James Travers of Fawn, and James-the-Younger married 
Bridget Cunningham in Fawn in 1891.  Their children in the 1901 census were Patrick, James, Michael,
and Mary.

The nephew relationship is telling us that either James #1 or James #2 was the brother of William Jr.ii  
Because we believe the son of James #1 married a Crown from Sweetwood and emigrated to New 
Jersey, then we're probably talking about James #2 who was the brother of William Jr.'s father, whoever
that was.
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Fawn Enumerations

First, let's look at the townland of Fawn, located in the Drumlease civil parish and the barony of 
Drumahaire in County Leitrim.  The townland contains about 618 acres, and at the time of the GV, 
about 615 acres were occupied or leased.
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Griffith's Valuation of Fawn

We start with the Griffith's Valuation (GV) because it allows us to associate names to a lot on the 
corresponding map.  Here is the list of occupants at the time of the GV in 1857:iii
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The Travers who occupied Fawn at the time of the GV in 1857 are highlighted here:

• Lot 1:  Patrick Travers, House/Office/Land, 89+ ac
• Lot 5:  James and Patrick, both had House/Office/Land, 16+ ac
• Lot 6:  Patrick Travers, land, 2 ac
• Lot 7:  Thomas Travers, House/Office/Land, 26+ ac
• Lot 9:  Loughlin Travers, House/Office/Land, 27+ ac
• Lot 27:  William Travers, House/Office/Land, 15+ ac (not shown on this map)

For reference, the neighbors were:

• Lot 2:  Michael Flinn, 22 ac
• Lot 3:  James Lang, 19 ac
• Lot 4:  Patrick M'Sharry, 26 ac
• Lot 8, Hugh Hart, land only, 30 ac
• Lot 10, John McGowan, 20 ac
• Lot 11, Patrick McGovern, 10 ac
• Lot 15, in Mullagh to the west, occupied by Travers and Company, land only, 4 ac
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Here is the map showing Lot 27 in the south of Fawn where William Trower lived.  Notice he had a 
fort!

William's lot bordered a lot to the south which was occupied by Peter M'Golrick in Killaleen.  His 
neighbors in Fawn were James M'Golrick and Thomas Cosgrave.

Early Tithes of Fawn

Here is the list of all the occupants of Fawn in 1834.iv  It looks like 258 acres were occupied at that 
time.  I have highlighted the 1834 names that were still in Fawn in 1857 (or the surname).

Name Acres

John McGolrick 13

Thomas Cosgrave 9

William Trower (Travers) 9

Martin Lang 10

Mark McDaniel 9

Lacky Clancy McPartland Foley 9

Michael Waters 8

Francis Ohara 9

James Robbinson 9

Patt Mglouglin 8

Patt Mgowan 8
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Name Acres

Peter Kelly 8

Bryan Msharry 9

Michael Mgowan 12

Phelim Mgauran (probably M'Govern) 6

John Mgauran 9

Philip Flynn 7

James Trowers (Travers) 8

Hugh Hart 9 + 9

John Flynn 8 + 6

Michael Carter 9

Michael Trowers 7

Widow Mgowan & sons 6+32

We went from 25 names in Fawn in 1834 to 31 names in 1857, and many more acres occupied.  

Now in comparing this list to the 1857 GV, we see:

• In the early tithes, a family name of TROWERS, occupied by Michael and James, listed near 
each other, and William.

• In the GV, a family name of TRAVERS, occupied by Patrick (multiple times), James, Thomas, 
Loughlin, listed near each other, and William.

• In all these cases, we have not established relationships.  For example, in 1834, perhaps William
was the father, and Michael and James were his sons.  In 1857, maybe William was a son of the 
previous William, now deceased, and Patrick, James, and Thomas were brothers, etc.  We're still
looking for relationships.
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1901-1911 Census of Fawn

An interesting thing about the Ireland censuses is that they include much more than a Household 
Return of each family group.  There is also a House and Building Return (Form B1), which reads more 
like a census for the entire townland of Fawn.  The following table lists the exact order of occupants 
with houses found in Fawn in each of the two censuses.  A second name appearing after the first 
indicates who held the lease if different from the occupant.

1901 1911

Bridget Carty James Travers

James Travers (son of James, neph of next door) Mary Travers/James Travers

Mary Travers/James Travers John M'Golrick

James M'Golrick Michael Cosgrove

Mary Waters John Waters Jr

Michael Waters John Waters

Bridget M'Golrick Michael Kelley

Michael Cosgrove Michael Travers

Mary M'Laughlin Patrick M'Sharry

John Flynn Michael Flynn

Farrell M'Govern John Travers

Luke M'Govern James Lang

Mary McTiernan Leahy/Michael Travers

Michael Kelley Patrick Carty

Catherine Harte Loughlin Travers

Bridget Harte Owen Dolan

Loughlin Travers Luke M'Govern

Patrick Carty (SIL of Thomas Travers) Patrick M'Govern

Patrick M'Sharry John Flynn

Michael Travers (son of Patk #1 + dau of Patk #2) Mary M'Loughlin

James Lang Hugh M'Golrick

John Travers (son of Patk #2) Patrick Flynn

Total: 23 private dwellings Michael Devaney

Patrick McTiernan (? hard to read)

John McGovern/John Cunningham

Total:  25 private dwellings
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Analysis and Discussion

My Theory – What's In a List of Names?

We have three lists telling us the residents of Fawn:  1834 tithe applotment, the 1857 GV, and 1901/11 
censuses.  We can imagine that the assessors and census constable went from house to house in the 
order that he encountered them.  Therefore, a list of names is not just a list of names, but it can contain 
a thread of continuity between a given place and family groups and their neighbors.  That's my theory.  

We begin with the Griffith's Valuation because that record actually assigns the occupant names to a lot 
on the map.  If we follow that path in 1857, then the assessor was moving from the north of Fawn 
where several Travers lived, and ended in the south of Fawn where there also resided a Travers.

Now we check the Early Tithes list, which occurred 20 years before the GV.  I would have to say that 
the 1834 assessor started in the south of Fawn and ended in the north.  Why?  Because William Trowers
and his neighbors appear to have remained together over the years, and the assessor's list starts with 
William very near the top of the list of names.

Finally, we have the two censuses, which occurred roughly 50 years after the GV.  There I would say 
the census constable did start in the south of Fawn in both decades.  The census constable in 1901 took 
roughly the same path as the assessor in 1834 starting with Lot 27 in the south, and ending with Lot 1 
in the north.  The census constable in 1911, however, seemed to meander a little.  It almost seems like 
the enumerator started in the south with Travers and then going as far as Waters or maybe Kelley.  Then
he stopped and for some reason he picked up again starting in the north and moved his way down south
again until he completed enumerating everybody in Fawn. 

Here's what I think happened.  In 1911, the constable who enumerated Fawn was Peter Pryal.  The date 
of the census in 1911 was April 2.  There are no dates on any of the forms except the last page of the 
enumerator's abstract where Peter signed his name with the date of 19 April 1911.  It took him 17 days 
to make his way around Fawn and then tabulate his numbers and be done?  Finally, it dawned on me to 
check the neighboring townlands, and indeed, Peter Pryal was their constable as well, including 
Killalleen.  I think Constable Pryal probably covered several townlands in one area, crossing townlands
but keeping his enumerations of the personal dwellings on the separate sheets.  What I'm saying is that 
he did the south of Fawn and parts of neighboring townlands on one day, and came back later starting 
from the north of Fawn.  It might seem a far-fetched explanation, but it explains the variation in the list 
of names in 1911.
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The End Game

So that was fun, but So What?  Let's see if we can put any pieces together.  In the following table, 
remember that 1857 is the only place where names can be placed exactly on the Fawn lots.  For the 
times before and after that date, I am estimating based on the order of the occupant in a list of names.

1834 1857 1901-1911

Lot 1 Michael Patrick John (s/o Patk #2)

Lot 5 Patrick and James Michael (s/o Patk #1)

Lot 6 Patrick (land)

Lot 7 James? Thomas Carty (Thos SIL)

Lot 9 Lacky Lacky

Lot 27 William William Elder Sgl Sibs
Nephew James, s/o James #2

Now, after all this discussion, can we possibly fit together the Travers family groups?  Here is what I've
come up with:

MICHAEL TROWERS [dates unk]
Patrick #2 [1813-1888] + Susan Dawson

John [1839-unk] + Flynn
Ann [1841-xx] + Michael s/o Patrk #1
several emig to Boston

We know that John Travers who married Catherine Flynn was a son of Patrick Travers and Susan 
Dawson, and we know the Flynns were neighbors to Lot 1.  It seems clear that Michael Trowers was on
Lot 1 in 1834, then Patrick (presumably Michael's son) in 1857, and finally John in early 1900s.

JAMES TROWERS [dates unk]
Patrick #1 [1809-1874] + Cath. unk

Michael [1846-unk] + Ann d/o Patk #2
James #1 + Margaret Obrien unk, 1830s

James b 1866 + Bridget Crown (SW), emig NJ
Thomas [1816-1894] + Keany

Kate + Patk Carty
James <unk> + Mollie Gallagher

Lacky [1833-1909] + Bridget Crown 

This family group seems slightly less clear.  We know that Michael was a son of Patrick and Catherine, 
and his placement in the lists puts him near M'Sharry, who was in Lot 4.  Michael wasn't listed in the 
GV, so he must have been with his father, Patrick, probably on Lot 5.  But Lot 5 was occupied by both 
James and Patrick.  Who was the James?  What are the options?

• Maybe James Sr. was still alive in 1857?  That would mean he was living with his son Patrick, 
and his son Thomas was just south of that.  But what about Lacky?  I believe he was of a 
different generation to have been a son of James Sr.  
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• Maybe James Sr. had died by 1857, but maybe he had had a son also named James.  Perhaps 
this younger James Travers was the one who married Mollie Gallagher, and he was living with 
his brother Patrick in 1857?  Somehow that doesn't make sense to me if each brother was 
married with a family.  I am thinking maybe James Jr. also died before 1857, and his son Lacky 
was occupying the lot next to Thomas.  This would mean that Patrick #1 and his son James 
were the ones we see on Lot 5-6, which seems like a reasonable arrangement.

There is still a bit of a question in my mind about Lacky Sr.  He could just as well have been a son of 
Patrick #1, and if so, that would explain why Lacky's first-born son was named Patrick.  But if Lacky's 
father was James Jr, a father who died when Lacky was very young, Lacky was probably raised by his 
uncles, Patrick and Thomas, and so he named his first sons for them.  This is a scenario that makes 
sense to me.

The placement of James #1 as a son of Patrick #1 is conjecture.  He might have been a son of Thomas, 
Patrick or James.  But I do think James #1 does belong in this family group because his son James 
married a Crown, somebody he might have met through his Uncle Lacky's family.

Finally, it can be noted that we have definite DNA matches between all the members of this family 
group.

WILLIAM TROWERS [dates unk]
<??somebody missing here, maybe William II??>

James #2 + Bridget Dockery unk, 1830s
Patrick to Glasgow
James b 1867 + Cunningham

William Jr. - sgl 1841-1916
Patrick - sgl 1832-1902
Mary – sgl 1839-1911

Finally, we get to the guy who lived in south Fawn.  It's not clear to me how this William relates to 
James and Michael because he did not settle in same immediate area of Fawn.  Was William Sr. still 
alive in 1857 or was his lot occupied then by a son also named William?  And was the William who 
lived on Lot 27 in 1857 the father of the children listed here?

And why did I include James #2 in this family group?  Because we know that the younger James 
Travers living next to the single Travers elders in the 1900 censuses was a nephew.  Furthermore, we 
know the young James Travers married to Bridget Cunningham had a father named James.  James #1 
could not have been the one to be a brother of William Jr. because the son of James #1 emigrated to 
New Jersey by the time of the Ireland censuses.  So that leaves James #2 to fit into this family group.  
And if the Patrick who went to Glasgow really is part of the family group of James #2, we also have a 
DNA match to this line.

Schaefer, March 2021 genealojist@gmail.com Page 12 of 14

mailto:genealojist@gmail.com


Conclusion

The motivation for this exercise was a growing list of DNA matches for which we can't fully 
understand the connections.  Overall, I think this exercise has proved fruitful even though a fair amount
of guesswork has been involved.  The scattered evidence we have includes hodgepodge vital records 
which have two words in common: “Travers” and “Fawn”, as well as three enumerations of Fawn from
1834-1911.  With that, we have been able to reasonably deduce an approximation of the three Travers 
family groups in Fawn.  But there are gaps that still leave questions within each family group.  For the 
moment, that will have to be OK.  Now we have a structure to look at when Travers DNA matches 
appear, and perhaps those matches will eventually help to fill in the big picture.
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i Maureen Swier Garces is the DNA match to this line.  Because both James Travers and Margaret Obrien as well as 
James Travers and Bridget Dockery had a son named James born around the same time (1866-67), we might wonder 
why we think the Hoboken Travers are connected to James Travers and Obrien.  Mostly because Ms. Garces has 
checked her matches repeatedly and finds several matches with the surname Obrien in their tree, and no match with a 
tree that mentions the surname Dockery.  That alone is not proof, but at the moment, it is the only reasoning we can use 
as possible evidence.

ii There was one other James Travers born around the same time [1868-1950], the son of Malachy Sr., but he never 
married or had children.

iii The Griffith's Valuation results were published between 1847 and 1864.  How do we date when the valuation of Fawn 
was published?  Luckily, this article by John Gresham helped me establish the date for Fawn as 1857.

iv The images for these early tithe applotments can be seen at the website for the National Archives of Ireland.  However, 
be forewarned that Fawn was for unknown reasons cataloged under Cavan/Drumgoon.  I have notified the Archives of 
this problem and got back a Sorry reply, but no fix.  So beware if you're looking for this original record.

https://www.johngrenham.com/blog/2017/02/06/how-to-date-griffiths-valuation-precisely/
http://titheapplotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie/search/tab/home.jsp

	Cataloging Fawn Travers
	Assembling Travers Family Groups
	Thomas Travers
	Patrick Travers
	James Travers
	William Travers

	Fawn Enumerations
	Griffith's Valuation of Fawn
	Early Tithes of Fawn
	1901-1911 Census of Fawn

	Analysis and Discussion
	My Theory – What's In a List of Names?
	The End Game

	Conclusion


