
Questions of Kinship  

Mary Ann

Dear Mrs. Muldoon,

… First, let me introduce myself.  My name is Mary Ann Schaefer, and I am the granddaughter of 
Margaret "Peg" Crown Schaefer who was born in Brooklyn, NY … I believe you and I are remotely 
related through the Crown family … if I have my information right, you are the daughter of Florence 
Connors?  If you are not this person, then I apologize and you can easily disregard the rest of this 
letter.  …

Letter from Mary Ann to Maureeni

* * * * *
Before my father's death, he and I took up the family history.  Although Alzheimer's was creeping up 
on him, Dad could nevertheless recall the characters and events of Brooklyn in the 1930s and 1940s in 
a way that nearly brought his beloved Brooklyn Dodgers back to life.  But then Dad's passing came 
suddenly, and the family history was left to dangle.  Maybe I picked up working on our family tree as a 
way to stay connected to my father's memory, but soon enough I realized the tree was buzzing with 
stories just waiting to be told.

I hadn't seen my father's relatives since I was a child, but I wanted to meet them again and hear about 
their memories of our family and the good old days.  Our oldest living relation, my father’s brother, 
George, loves to spin a good yarn.  His tales invariably spur me to scribbling down names he mentions 
that I neither recognize nor can place.  The name Maureen Muldoon came up more than once.  Who 
was Maureen Muldoon and how was she related to us?  Uncle George scratched his head.  He could 
only say she was somehow connected to the Irish side of our family, whose surname was Crown.ii 

So I set out following the family tree along and across generations, keeping an eye peeled for any 
mention of any Maureen.  Though the Crown family had been a large one, only one girl, Annie Crown, 
survived and later married into another Irish family, the Connors.iii  Annie Crown Connors had three 
sons, James, Richard, and John, and a daughter, Florence.iv

My first clue surfaced when I located a 1943 obituary for John Connors.v  When reporting John's 
surviving family, the article mentioned his sister, Florence Stoll.  So Annie Crown's daughter, Florence, 
must have married a man named Stoll.  

The next obituary to turn up was that of James Connors who died in 2005 at the age of 89.vi  His 
obituary reported that he had been survived by a niece, Maureen Muldoon.  At last, here was the 
elusive Maureen Muldoon!  Double-checking the family tree, I thought Maureen must surely have been 
the daughter of Florence Stoll.  If Maureen Muldoon was still alive, and if I could find her, she might 
add a thing or two to this story herself.
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Maureen

… Yes my mother was Florence Stoll.  She was married to Henry Stoll but only for a short time.  My 
whole life I was told that my father was dead.  That he died of pneumonia when he was in the army.  At 
the time many children lost fathers because it was during WWII.  I always believed that. …

Email from Maureen to Mary Annvii

* * * * *
This email began what has become a regular correspondence with my second cousin once removed, 
Maureen Stoll Muldoon.  After several lively conversations about our Crown family history, Maureen 
shared how she had begun wondering if there wasn't more to the story about her father.  Her mother, 
Florence Connors Stoll Donoher, had promised that someday all would be explained in a letter to be 
read after her death.  But when Maureen finally opened that letter in 1995, she found a message of her 
mother's love, but no real answers.viii

So Maureen contacted her uncle, James Connors, who revealed that Maureen's father had not died in 
World War II.  Uncle James thought Maureen's father, who was “a nice guy,” might have ended up in 
Arizona.ix  

I liked Maureen right away, especially for her directness and honesty.  “Maybe I can help,” I told her, 
asking, “What else can you remember?”  Maureen began recounting childhood memories and family 
stories she thought might hold clues about her father, confessing along the way that she could not 
vouch for the truth of anything she'd ever been told.

We needed a plan.  

• First, I combed through online censuses and vital record indices to find candidates who had a 
name like Henry Emil Stoll, the father's name reported on Maureen's birth certificate.x  Based 
on name, age, and location in time, I compiled a short list of possibilities, only to realize we 
had, at best, just a summary of circumstantial evidence.

• Next, Maureen and I coordinated sending inquiries to town and county clerks in New Yorkxi 
where she thought her parents might have married, even though she didn't know for sure that 
they had ever wed.  Each reply came back with the answer, “No Record Found.” 

• What about taking an autosomal DNA test?  Maureen's reply was, “Let's do it!”  The results 
reported Maureen's ethnicity was 44% Irish (her maternal family), and 52% Finnish/Northwest 
Russian.xii  None of the men I had previously identified as potential candidates for Maureen's 
father seemed to have that ethnic background, at least not according to census records.  

At this point, anything was possible, and the mystery of Maureen's father just felt more and more 
clouded.  Then came the luck of the Irish. 

Returning from a vacation, I casually turned to the search engines of my favorite genealogy websites, 
just as I had done countless times before.  I had already specified various search criteria employing the 
magic wildcard character (*) to account for various spellings and misspellings of a name.  But on this 
particular day, my search criterion looked like this: “Henry Emil St*l”.
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Near the top of the resulting matches appeared a record for a Henry Emil Stool born in Michigan.  
Further searching of that name brought census records showing Henry Emil's family had emigrated 
from Finland to Michigan in 1907 before moving briefly to Arizona, and then to New York in 1940.xiii  

Next came newspaper clippings from Putnam, New York referring to Florence Connors “previously of 
this place” married to somebody named Henry whose surname was variously spelled STOWELL, 
STROOL, SPOOL, SPOOLE, STOOLE, and STOOL.xiv  One small clipping early in 1941 mentioned 
that the little daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Spool had been given the name Maureen.xv

Maureen and I were ecstatic!  Adding to the excitement, I also located a public family tree showing a 
Henry Emil Stool whose father was born in Finland.xvi  That Henry Emil Stool had died in 1987, but the 
online family tree showed that Henry Emil had had a son whose identity on the family tree was private, 
which usually indicates a living person.  I sent a query to the owner of that family tree, and Maureen 
and I waited, nervously.  

Henry D.

… In Feb. 2009, I received a letter from Albert B. Frowiss, an authorized claim representative (not 
govt.) looking for Henry Emil Stool or survivor. “In 1952 this person was an employee of Holmes & 
Narver, an Atomic Energy Commission contractor” etc. I did not know this or if Henry Emil was my 
dad! …

Email from Henry D. to Mary Annxvii

* * * * *
On a Sunday afternoon, I answered my phone to a friendly male voice I didn't recognize.  The caller 
identified himself as Henry Stool, recipient of the recent letter I had sent.  I am almost sure I gasped.  
But soon we were chatting like old friends as I did my best to explain Maureen's story, and Henry told 
about his mother and growing up in Arizona.  His story seemed to align with my speculations about 
what might have become of Maureen's father, but was I really talking to Maureen's half-brother?

Henry D., as he refers to himself, had also never known his father.  But the subject of his father arose 
unexpectedly when a claims representative contacted Henry D. several years ago.  Apparently one 
Henry Emil Stool had, in the 1950s, participated in the clean-up efforts of Bikini Atoll in the Marshall 
Islands where U.S. nuclear testing had taken place.  If that Henry Emil had died of any cancer-related 
cause, and if Henry D. was his son, then Henry D. might be eligible for some compensation.  This 
surprising news led Henry D. on his own research adventures to determine not only his kinship to this 
Henry Emil Stool, but also the cause of Henry Emil's death.  With his paternity verified,xviii Henry D.'s 
search culminated in receiving his father's medical records from the Veterans Administration.  Henry 
Emil had suffered from a number of ailments, but cancer was never identified.xix

The medical records of Henry Emil Stool, however, told a much bigger story.  Those records also listed 
the complete history of every place where Henry Emil Stool had lived.  Born in Ironwood, Michigan 
where he spent the first 16 years of his life, Henry E. Stool moved to Superior, Arizona, and then to 
Croton Falls, New York before going to California where he joined the military in the days following 
Pearl Harbor. xx  Taken together with our other evidence, these military medical records substantiated 
the tracks of a man named Henry Emil, whose surname was one letter different from Maureen's maiden 
name, who came from Finnish ancestry, and who had lived near Croton Falls, New York where the 
family of Maureen's mother had had a home.  And when?  Just precisely prior to Maureen's birth in 
1941.
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After comparing our notes, Henry D. felt convinced that Maureen must be his half-sister, and he and 
she have since begun their acquaintance by phone and email.  But I wanted to move beyond lingering 
shadows of doubt.  With Henry D.'s help, we acquired Henry Emil's birth certificate, which confirmed 
that Henry E. Stool was born in Ironwood, Michigan to Finnish parents.xxi  And once I realized all our 
previous inquires for a marriage certificate in New York had been for a groom named STOLL, we sent 
out a renewed inquiry for a groom named STOOL.  Shortly thereafter, Maureen received a certified 
copy of the marriage certificate for her parents, Henry E. Stool, born in Ironwood, Michigan, and 
Florence M. Connors of Brooklyn, New York, who married in Croton Falls, New York on 6 February 
1940.xxii

* * * * *
Now here we all are.  A year ago, we were three strangers whose questions about our family history fell 
like dominoes, one after the other:  

1. Mary Ann's question:  Who was Maureen Muldoon?  Answer:  Alive and well, thank you.
2. Maureen's question:  Who was her father, Henry Stoll?  Answer:  A Stool, not a Stoll; see also 

#3.
3. Henry D.'s question:  Who was Henry Emil Stool?  Answer:  A WWII veteran, an itinerant 

individual, an absentee dad.

The obvious pile of other unanswered questions could cast a mighty shadow.  But I dare to say it, joy 
abounds in Mudville for the miracle none of us saw coming.

For my 84-year-old Uncle George, getting a recent visit from his long lost “little cousin,” Maureen, was 
a special occasion.  For Maureen and Henry D., the surprise and delight comes in knowing they not 
only have a common heritage, but now they also have each other.  And for me, the unexpected pleasure 
of meeting two such kind and dynamic souls on the way to solving a doozy of a puzzle makes me both 
lucky and blessed.  As I update the Schaefer-Crown family tree to include Henry Emil Stool and all his 
Finnish relations, I smile to think of my father's applause for all of us, and the truth of our belonging to 
one another.
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