
Crowns in the Landed Estates, County Leitrim, 1871
by M.A. Schaefer

Introduction

I've recently been revisiting a source that I found early on in my Crown research, but which always 
confused me somewhat.  It was available through familysearch, called “Ireland, Landed Estate Court 
Files, 1850-1885.”  You can still find that source on familysearch, but a) the indexing of it has changed 
because now you will not find any matches for Crown, and b) the actual images also are no longer 
available on familysearch.  The best I can tell is that Find My Past now has exclusive rights to those 
images from the National Archives and/or the National Library in Ireland (not sure which – info on 
who holds the actual originals is confusing).  

So first, what are the Landed Estate records?  Here are several links with good explanation, ranked in 
their order of interest to me:

https://www.irish-geneaography.com/landed-estates-court-rentals-1850-1880.html

https://www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/landed-estates-court-rentals.html

https://irishsig.wordpress.com/2017/05/11/the-irish-landed-estates-database/

https://www.johngrenham.com/browse/retrieve_text.php?text_contentid=69

Here is a concise explanation from the familysearch wiki:

During the 1840s, Ireland suffered a massive famine. Many tenants died, and others emigrated, 
hoping to find relief. As a result, landlords lost their major source of income, and their estates 
went into debt, culminating in a high number of foreclosures. It is estimated that between the 
years 1850 and 1858 around 8,000 estate foreclosures were handled.

In 1849, an act was passed which established the Encumbered Estates Court. This court handled
the sale and accounting of bankrupted estates. In 1858, the Landed Estates Court was 
established. This court handled both unencumbered and encumbered estates.

These records were created to provide a detailed accounting of bankrupted estate sales. These 
records are generally reliable.

This collection covers records for the years 1850 to 1885.

These records consist of maps, which are hand-drawn, and tenant lists which are typed on 
preprinted forms. The records are divided by county and lot.

I see these landed estate (LE) records as a kind of sales brochure that was put together for prospective 
buyers of the bankrupted properties, showing the current tenants at the time of the offered sale, what 
their previous lease agreements were, how much land they leased, and what their rent was.
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Next, I went back to access these landed estate records again to see if I could understand them better, 
especially since I have long been wondering about the LE records dated 1836,1 when clearly that year 
falls outside the date range when the Landed Estate Court was in session.  Note that a John Crown was 
found in Killymeehin LE records in 1853 and 1876, and a Martin Crown was found in Friarstown LE 
records in 1858, 1865, and 1866.  This article, however, focuses only on two Crown names, Patrick and
Cormac, found in Murogh / Morerah landed estate records in 1871.

Finally, I would briefly like to pay my respects to all Irish peoples whose history includes so much 
suffering from mass starvation and disease.  These landed estate records are proof of those times, and 
not only for the landowners who suddenly couldn't pay their bills.  In my mind, the tenants shown in 
these documents are the ones who survived such extreme suffering.  They are the ancestors we so 
gratefully remember to this day.

Abbreviations

GV = Griffith's Valuation 

SIL or BIL or MIL, etc = indicates in-law; such as SIL = son-in-law, etc.

1 See my article, “Murragh Lands” written 14 Aug 2014, attached to Richard Crown Sr. on ancestry.com.
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Landed Estates in Murragh/Morerah

First, make note of the date on this record:  20 Jan 1871.  Secondly, I have not included here all the 
pages of this 1871 publication, only those that seem relevant to my research of the Crown family.
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This overall map is interesting, but it also notes that the lands being sold were the original property of 
Burton Phibbs.
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NOTE:  The two Crowns on this page have been indexed with an event date of 1836, which seems to 
be in error given that a) this page appears in the 1871 Landed Estates publication (see p. 3 for the cover
of this edition, which has the date), and b) the Tenure of Tenant column clearly says that Burton Phibbs 
leased to John Meighan in 1836, not to anybody named Crown.   Furthermore, I think Patrick and 
Cormac were subletters.  Their father, Richard Crown, was tithed in 1857 (GV) to landowner Burton 
Phibbs.  Richard also leased some land in Pollboy, which is where he died.

To further clarify, these particular pages are not numbered, but their order on the film is as follows:
• map of Lot 3 (see previous p. 5 of this article)
• this page showing Crowns separately, Patrick on 12 acres and Cormac on 13 acres, apparently 

sub-letters of John Meighan
• the next page, p. 7 of this article, showing Patrick and Cormac together on 15 acres, year-to-

year tenants
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Here is what I think was going on.  The lease in 1836 was from Burton Phibbs to John Meighan.  The 
lease was for 31 years, or for the lifetimes of Mathew Heally, John O'Connor, and Patt Cullen.  See the 
introduction for links to more information which explains how the “Lifetime Lease” was generally 
assigned to younger people in the family of the lessee so as to potentially extend the lease within the 
same family.  So in the case of John Meighan, those named were John Meighan Jr., possibly his only 
son, and the other names were likely either sons-in-law (SIL) or grandsons by his daughters.

Furthermore, Richard Crown Sr. was married to Sarah Meehan, and thus I lean toward the idea that 
Richard Sr. was also a SIL of John Meighan.  Because none of the others named in the Lifetime Lease 
were present as tenants in 1871, it seems reasonable to think that they died or moved away (likely 
result of the famine). Thus a previously unnamed SIL, Richard Crown, became a tenant of some 
Murragh land.  In the 1857 GV, Richard Crown was listed as a tenant of landowner Burton Phibbs, the 
same landowner shown in these records.  At that time, Richard Crown had a herd's house on 240 acres, 
sharing the lease with seven other tenants.  Richard's main residence was in Pollboy where he leased 24
acres.

But what about the three names mentioned for the Lifetime Lease?  Unfortunately, I could find no 
marriage records before 1836, let alone a marriage between one of these names and a female Meighan. 
Still, the lease was for 31 years or the lifetime of these people.

• Matthew Heally:  The only Matthew Heally I can find in the early tithe books is in 1829 in 
Annaduff, Killifad.  The same was true for the 1857 Griffith's Valuation.  The only thing worth 
noting is that “the late John Heally” apparently shared a lease with one John Crown in the 
Castletown area, which is probably not a coincidence.

• John O'Connor:  This name also does not appear in this immediate region in the early tithe 
books, even including the name “John Connor”.  In the GV, the closest person of that name to 
this area lived in Glasdrumman in Killasnet civil parish.  

• Patt Cullen:  With this name, we have the opposite problem in that there were many, many 
persons of this name!  However, none were apparently living in the exact area of Murragh.  In 
the early tithes, a number of men named Pat or Patrick Cullen lived in these townlands of 
Killasnet:  Backreybeg, Lecknaranny, Mullinaduffy, Drumrahan, Dromore, and in Cloonclare 
civil parish:  Curracloon. These place names vary a little in the GV, but not much.  The only 
Lifetime Lease surname to appear in GV as a tenant in Murragh was John Cullen, who was 
sharing 40-acres on Lot 7 with James O'Hara.

If none of these people was alive after the 31-year duration of the lease, then the lease expired in 1867, 
the very year that Richard Crown Sr. died.  At that point, I think Richard's two sons, Patrick and 
Cormac, took over that part of the Murragh lease that had been their father's.  

I have often wondered where my ancestor, Patrick Crown, was in the 1870 US census of Flatbush, NY 
where he was absent from the enumeration of his family there.  I now think he was back in Ireland 
waiting for his lease obligations to expire.  I further think that when the lease expired and/or the land 
was sold, Patrick left for New York to be with his family there, and Cormac was somehow able to 
purchase at least some part of the Murragh property and stay on.  When Cormac's daughter, Kate, died 
in 1967, she was the last from her grandfather, Richard Crown's family to be in possession of the 
Murragh land which the Crowns had worked on and later occupied for over a century.
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