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Gillespie Coat of Arms/Gillespie Crest 

From the website 

http://www.4crests.com/gillespie-coat-of-

arms.html 

SURNAMES as we know them today were first 

assumed in Europe from the 11th to the 15th 
Century. They were not in use in England or in 

Scotland before the Norman Conquest, and 
were first found in the Doomsday Book. The 

use of a second name was a custom that was 
first introduced from the Normans. They 

themselves had not long before adopted them. 
It became, in course of time, a mark of gentler 

blood, and it was deemed a disgrace for 
gentlemen to have but one single name, as the 

meaner sort had. It was not until the reign of 

Edward II (1307-1327) that it became general 
practice amongst all people.  

 
GILLESPIE was derived from the Gaelic 

Gilleasbuig, an occupational name, the Bishops 
servant or Gillie. The name is also spelt Mac 

GILLESPIE, CLUSBY, GLASHBY and CLASBY. 

Early records of the name mention Ewan Filius 
Gillespie, who witnessed a charter by Alwin, 

Earl of Lennox in 1178. In 1240 Gillescrop de 
Cletheuey witnessed a confirmation charter of 

the lands of Fedale. The surname has invaded 
Northumberland, appearing there as Gilhespy. 

 

A notable member of the name was James 
Gillespie (1726-1797) a Scottish snuff and 

tobacco merchant. He bought the estate of 

Spylaw, and left money to found a hospital 

(designed by William Bush) in 1801-3, which 
became a school run by the Merchant Taylor's 

Company. 

 
Alba, the country which became Scotland, was 

once shared by four races: the Picts who 

controlled most of the land north of the Central 

Belt; the Britons, who had their capital at 
Dumbarton and held sway over the south west, 

including modern Cumbria; the Angles, who 

were Germanic in origin and annexed much of 
the Eastern Borders in the seventh century, 

and the Scots. The latter came to Alba from

the north of Ireland late in the 5th century to 

establish a colony in present day Argyll, which 
they named Dalriada, after their homeland. 

The Latin name SCOTTI simply means a Gaelic 
speaker. The associated arms are recorded in 

Sir Bernard Burkes General Armory. Ulster 

King of Arms in 1884. 
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IINN  TTHHEE  NNEEWWSS  
  

Tauranga a Haven For  

Earthquake Brothers 
Genevieve Helliwell | 2nd March 2011 Photo / Joel 
Ford. 

 

Christchurch brothers, Ben 14, and Alex 
Gillespie, 12, have fled their family 
home in Christchurch, and moved to the 

Western Bay in search of peace after last 
week's devastating earthquake in NEW 
ZEALAND. 
 

Ben and Alex live in the Christchurch 
suburb of Mount Pleasant but flew to 
Tauranga on Friday to stay with dad, 

Jonathan Gillespie. The boys were 
welcomed into the family and joined their 
sisters Libby, 6, Keira, 3, and step-mum 

Sonya Rowell in their Mount Maunganui 

home. 
 
Mr. Gillespie, Ms Rowell and their 

daughters moved to Tauranga about a 
year ago from Christchurch. Ben and Alex 
were at school when the quake hit - Ben 

at Papanui High School and Alex at Breens 

Intermediate School. 
 

"I was near the swimming pool when it 
happened," Ben said. "It was really hard 
to walk, the ground was shaking from side 
to side and it sounded like a freight train." 
 

Mr. Gillespie, in Tauranga, phoned Ben 
about 10 minutes after the quake. When 

asked if there had been a quake, Ben 

initially said no. "I didn't know what I was 
saying. It was a bit scary," he said. 
 

Alex was harder to get in touch with, as 
he didn't have a cell phone. His dad and 
step-mum were extremely worried about 

his safety. 
 
"From a parent's point of view, with the 
one in September, we knew the kids 
would be at home but this time was a lot 
scarier because the kids were at school," 
Ms Rowell said. 

 
"It really upset me to think of all my 
friends frantically trying to find their 
children, I went home in tears." 
 
To get away from the chaos in 
Christchurch, the boys were invited to 

spend time in Tauranga. Coincidentally, 
Alex had a pre-booked plane ticket and 
was planning to visit for a long weekend, 
starting Friday. He was due to go home 

yesterday morning but changed his flights. Mr. 

Gillespie was able to get a flight to Christchurch 

and a return flight to Auckland for help and his 

eldest son. By Friday evening, both boys were 
tucked up in a warm bed in Mount Maunganui.  

 
Gillespie named President of  

NUK USA 

Kids Today Staff -- Kids Today, 3/1/2011 2:44:39 PM 

 

Hackensack, New Jersey, USA -- Doug 

Gillespie has been named President of infant 

and baby care products company, NUK USA. As 
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President, Gillespie will be charged with 

accelerating the growth of the brand and 

strategically expanding its presence in both the 

U.S. and Canada. "As a proven leader in the 

industry, Doug brings a wealth of knowledge 

and experience to the job and we are excited to 

welcome him to the Jarden Home and Family 

team." 

 

Prior to joining NUK, Gillespie spent six years as 

head of marketing for juvenile products 

manufacturer Munchkin, helping guide its 

growth as a key member of the executive team. 

Prior to Munchkin, Gillespie held key marketing 

and management positions with GE Capital, 

Frito-Lay, E*TRADE Financial Corporation and 

Brown-Forman Corporation.  

Fusiliers Remembered 20 

Years after Tragedy 

By Lisa Hutchinson and Joanne Butcher, The Journal, Feb 26 
2011 

 
 

The heartbroken families of three fusiliers 

killed in a friendly fire blunder in the Gulf 

War will remember their sons today on 
the 20th anniversary of their deaths. 

Richard Gillespie, of Tynemouth, Paul 
Atkinson, of Birtley, both 19, and Kevin 

Leech, 20, of Prudhoe, were among nine 
soldiers mistakenly killed by allies. 

It was on February 26, 1991, when their 
Warrior armored troop carrier was 

blasted by an American F10 Tankbuster 
in the Iraqi desert. 

Since then there is never a day goes by 
when their families don’t think of the 

brave young men that put their lives on 

the line for their country. But the past 20 
years have been tough as the families 
rebuilt their lives. 

Kevin’s parents Anne, 59, and Brian 
Leech, 64, of Prudhoe, say they will be 

laying flowers on their son’s grave today. 

Anne, an assistant manager of a shared 

care scheme, said: "Time is healer but 
this week has been particularly bad for 
me. It is the 20th anniversary of Kevin’s 
death but on Wednesday (Feb 23) it 
would have been his 40th birthday. 

"I took the day off work and went out 
with a friend for a coffee. We raised our 
cups in his memory. It’s the big 
anniversaries, the milestones that really 
hurt. Kevin’s Army friend, Howard Finin, 
is coming up from Liverpool to see us. He 
will be coming to his grave. It is really 
nice to think Kevin’s friend is still thinking 
of him," added Anne, who has two other 
sons. 

From his home in North Shields, Richard 
Gillespie’s dad Mel, 60, said: "After 
Richard’s death, there were all the 

anniversaries--the first birthday, the first 
Christmas, the first year without him. 

"But this one is the last anniversary 
really, as it marks more years that 
Richard has been dead than he was alive. 
He was only 19 when it happened, now it 
has been 20 years. That’s not something 
which is nice to think about. You just 
have to get on with life. The world keeps 
on spinning, life goes on. 

"But you can’t forget losing your son. Not 
a day goes by that we don’t still think 
about him. It doesn’t help with the 
current wars going on. Every time you 
turn on the TV you see another poor 
young soul killed in action. We see their 
coffins being brought home and their 
families crying and we know exactly what 
they are going through, and what is still 
to come for them. 
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Gillespie Sworn in as  

Prattville Mayor 

PRATTVILLE, ALABAMA-- The leadership 

shuffle in Prattville city government 

continued Tuesday night with Bill Gillespie 

Jr. being officially sworn in as Mayor. 

Gillespie was council president, so his 

move to the mayor's office opened two 

positions. 

The investiture of Gillespie didn't take 

long. The ceremony Tuesday included an 

invocation, the swearing in and then a 

benediction. The new mayor gave a short 

speech to the standing-room-only crowd 

that packed the council chambers. 

"I feel God had a hand in what has taken 
place," said the 52-year-old, who was 
halfway through his second council term. 

He pledged to have a cooperative 

relationship with the City Council and 

department heads as well as the residents 

of Prattville. 

Londonderry Vicar Makes 
History 

 
Published Date: 03 January 2011  

 

DUBLIN'S Black Santa, the Rev David 
Gillespie rounded off a hugely successful 
Christmas charity appeal this year by 

making history as the first Anglican vicar 
to celebrate the Midnight Eucharist on 
Christmas Eve live on Irish television. 

 
Rev Gillespie, who worked at the 
Londonderry Sentinel until 1999, when he 

moved to Dublin to study for the ministry, 

said he was delighted to have been asked. 
 

"It was the first time the Church of Ireland 
has ever had the Midnight Eucharist 
broadcast on RTÉ and comes after the 
completion of a five year restoration 
project at St Stephen's which cost 
750,000 euro," he told the paper. 

It's been a busy Christmas as ever for 
Rev. Gillespie, who with several of his 

clerical colleagues and local choirs 

mounted a nine day Black Santa sit-out 
outside St Ann's in Dawson Street until 
Christmas Eve. 

 
Rev Gillespie was appointed as Vicar of St 

Ann's and St Stephen's Churches in 

December 2008. He had previously been 
Rector of Moy (Dungannon, Co Tyrone) in 

the Diocese of Armagh. Born in 1968 in 

Londonderry, he worked as a journalist 
with the Sentinel before his ordination as 
a Deacon in 2001 and a Priest the 

following year. 

 
In 2001, he was appointed Curate in 

Agherton (Portstewart, Co Derry) in the 

Diocese of Connor, and in 2004 was 
appointed Rector of Moy.  

 
Rev Gillespie, delighted to be asked, said: 

"It was the first time the Church of Ireland 
has ever had the Midnight Eucharist 
broadcast on RTÉ and comes after the 
completion of a five year restoration 
project at St Stephen's which cost 
750,000 euro," he told the paper. 
. 

It's been a busy Christmas for Rev. 

Gillespie, who with several of his clerical 
colleagues, and local choirs, mounted a 
nine day Black Santa sit-out outside St 

Ann's in Dawson Street until Christmas 

Eve. 

 
In his spare time David enjoys walking, 
reading, swimming and travel, particularly 
to Spain. St Ann's and St Stephen's are 

two of Dublin's best known churches.  
 
It was a historic occasion; the first time 

an Anglican Eucharist was shown by the 

Irish state broadcaster on Christmas Eve. 
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Professor Thomas Gillespie's 

Forest Documentary Thrives 

By MONICA DAVILA  
Published March 4, 2011, 6:16 am in 

News  

 
Thomas Gillespie 

Geography professor, Thomas 
Gillespie, had modest expectations for 
his first documentary. The extent of his 
hopes were finishing the film and making 
sure it was ready to stream on television, 
with a few hundred online hits at most. 

Five months after finishing his 

documentary, “The World’s Most 
Endangered Forests: The Tropical Dry 
Forests of Oceania,” Gillespie has an 
internationally recognized award and 

more than 18,000 views on the Internet. 

Gillespie traveled to more than 40 places 
in the Pacific, such as Hawaii, Fiji and 

New Caledonia, to film the loss of natural 
plant diversity that he describes in the 

documentary. The research was funded 

by the National Science Foundation and 
the National Geographic Society. 

Through a combination of quips and a 
casual, laidback tone, Gillespie describes 

the degradation of biodiversity hotspots.  

After four years of researching and 
production on the film, Gillespie 

concluded that the most endangered 

forest is Hawaii, which has been reduced 
to less than 1 percent of its original 
biodiversity. 

The Telly Award, founded in 1978, 
recognizes outstanding local and regional 

programming, as well as film and video 
productions. This year’s competition 
received more than 13,000 entries from 

around the world for nearly 200 
categories. 

Gillespie said he decided to film a 

documentary instead of writing a 
research paper because he believed that 
film was a more accessible medium for 

the general public. 

 

ALL IN THE FAMILYALL IN THE FAMILYALL IN THE FAMILYALL IN THE FAMILY    

 
Many many years ago when I was twenty three, I got 
married to a widow who was pretty as could be.  

This widow had a grown-up daughter, who had hair of red. 
My father fell in love with her, and soon the two were 

wed.  
This made my dad my son-in-law, and changed my very life. 
My daughter was my mother, for she was my father's wife.  
To complicate the matters worse, although it brought me 
joy. I soon became the father of a bouncing baby boy.  
My little baby then became a brother-in-law to dad.  

And so became my uncle, though it made me very sad.  
For if he was my uncle, then that also made him brother, 
to the widow's grown-up daughter who, of course, was my 

step-mother.  
Father's wife then had a son, who kept them on the run. 
And he became my grandson, for he was my daughter's 

son.  
My wife is now my mother's mother, and it makes me 

blue. Because, although she is my wife, she's my grandma 
too.  

If my wife is my grandmother, then I am her grandchild. 
And every time I think of it, it simply drives me wild.  

For now I have become the strangest case you ever saw. 
As the husband of my grandmother, I am my own 

grandpa!! 
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IIRREELLAANNDD  GGEENNEEAALLOOGGYY  

Index to Prerogative Wills of 
Ireland 

Date of Probate 

1735 Robt Gillespie, Parsonstown, Kings’ Co. 

1741 James Gillespy, Gortalalowry, Co. 

Tyrone 

1762  Elizabeth Gillespie, wife to Robert G., 

Cumber, Co. Down, gent. 

1771 Charles Gillespy, Dublin, watchmaker 

1773  John Gillaspy, stationer 

1787 Margaret Gillespy, Dublin, widow 

1788 William Gillespy, Cumber, Co. Down 

1796 John Gillespie, Dublin City 

1808  Clements Gillespie, Newry, Co. Armagh, 

merchant 

 

    

Dromore Wills, 1678-1858 

1723 James Gilaspey, Ballykeel, 

Lochiron, Annahilt, Co. Down 

1750 John Gillespey, Tullyear (lodged 
1750), Co. Armagh 

1777 William Gillespie, Waringstown, Co. 
Armagh. 

1784 John Gilespy, Ballykeel Lough Iron, 
1797 John Gilespie, Tullyear, Co. 

Armagh 

1801 John Gillespie, Ballymurphy, 

Dromore, Co. Armagh 

1813 John Gillespey, Shanrod, Dromore, 

Co. Armagh 

1824 Samuel Gillespey, Burrinm Co. 

Armagh 

1835 Thomas Gillespey, 

Ballykeellougherin, Co. Armagh 

1856 John Gillespie, Ballymurphy, 

Dromore, Co. Armagh 

 

 



SSCCOOTTLLAANNDD’’SS  DDNNAA  

HHIISSTTOORRYY  

  

The Scotsman web site and newspaper has published 
a fascinating article by Alistair Moffat and Dr Jim 
Wilson about the DNA of Scotland. As might be 
expected by anyone who has studied Scotland's 
ancient history, most of Scotland's males carry Y-
chromosome DNA from the Vikings. Here is a portion 
of that report: 

“Recent DNA research has shown a very 

significant Viking inheritance in Orkney. 

Around 20 per cent of all Orcadian men 
carry the M17 marker, the classic 
signature of Viking settlement. If the 

statistics are narrowed to cover only men 
with ancient Orcadian surnames like 
Linklater, Foubister, Clouston, Flett or 

Rendall, the percentage of M17 rockets to 

75 per cent. 
 

M17 is also present in the Western Isles in 
large numbers. Clan names are a visible 

relic: MacIvors were originally the sons of 
Ivar; MacSween, the sons of Swein; 

Macaulay, the sons of Olaf; MacAskill, the 

sons of Asgeir and so on. Clan MacLeod is 
a fascinating case study. From a sample of 

the DNA of 45 Macleod Y chromosomes 
almost half, 47 per cent, clearly show 

social selection at work in that they 

descend from one individual. If this 
statistic is projected amongst the total 

number of MacLeods, it means that almost 
10,000 men alive today are descended 

from this man. Among the remaining 53 
per cent, researchers have found only 

nine other lineages present, showing that 

MacLeod men married women who were 
unfailingly faithful to them. 
 

Nevertheless, the MacLeods do not carry 

the M17 marker group. Theirs is a recently 

discovered sub-group labeled S68. It is 
found in Lewis, Harris and Skye, core 

Macleod territory, but also in Orkney, 

Shetland and Norway, with a few 
examples in Sweden. Despite extensive 
screening, S68 is very specifically located, 

showing up only once in the east of 
Scotland and once in England. This is a 
classic pattern for a Viking marker in 
Britain, but one much rarer than M17. 

MacLeods determinedly claim descent 
from a common name father, a Norse 
aristocrat called Ljot, a relative of Olaf, 

King of Man. They are probably right to 
continue to claim that – science for once 
supporting tradition. 

 

Despite striking examples of extreme 
violence, the Vikings were often anxious 
to keep their captives alive. At Dublin they 

set up a great slave market and many 
poor souls were sold on to the agents of 
wealthy individuals. Some were taken as 

far south as the Mediterranean and the 

developing Muslim states of Spain and 
North Africa where fair-skinned thralls or 

slaves commanded a premium. The 
discovery of both the pan-British Isles 

DNA marker of S145 and the Irish and 
Scottish-specific M222 in coastal Norway 

has suggested a remnant legacy of slaves 

shipped back to the Viking homeland. 
Even very small numbers of M284, one of 

the founding lineages in Scotland, have 
been detected. Although many Scots 

visited and even settled for long periods in 

Norway, from the later middle ages 
onwards, it is quite possible that some of 

these S145 and M222 descendants are, in 
fact, the children of slaves. The British-

specific mtDNA or female group of J1b1 
has also been found in coastal Norway, 

and it almost certainly represents another 

survival of slaving. 
 
There is a fourth distinctly Irish subtype of 

the great S145 marker but, like the Pictish 
subgroup, it has yet to be identified with a 
single, slowly evolving marker. Instead 

geneticists rely on a particular signature 

of more quickly evolving markers to 
identify members of this group. It is 
concentrated in Munster, and particularly 
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in counties Cork and Kerry. It is very rare 
in Scotland and has only been found in the 

Northern and Western Isles. This suggests 

that it is unlikely to have spread outwards 

from Dalriada – as M222 appears to have  
 
done. Rather it looks if it as it was taken 

directly from South-west Ireland to north 

and west Scotland. A likely explanation 
would be that these lineages represent the 

descendants of Irish slaves taken north by 
the Vikings. This is supported by the fact 

that the major genetic lineage of the 
surname of Macaulay, the sons of Olaf, 

belongs to the group. It seems that some 

slaves contributed to the ancestral gene 
pool of the peripheral regions of Scotland.  

 
One of the most fascinating mixes of DNA 

in Scotland can be seen in the most 

southerly part of the country. The territory 
of Greater Galloway stretched east to 

Annandale and north to include Carric, 
and it may be seen as a palimpsest of our 

linguistic and cultural history, a mirror to 
what happened in perhaps more familiar 

parts of the country. The most westerly 

peninsula, the Rhinns of Galloway, lies 
close to Ireland and at the same time as 
Dalriada was emerging in Argyll and the 

south-western Hebrides, Gaelic was 
certainly also spoken there. The ancient 
kingdom of Rheged understood itself in 

Old Welsh and it had royal centres near 

Stranraer, Kirkcudbright and probably at 
Carlisle. When it faded and died at the end 

of the 6th century, the English-speaking 
Bernicians pushed westwards to establish 

an episcopal see at Whithorn and colonise 

fIt seems in the north, west and south of 
Scotland the legacy of the sea-raiders 
carries on. Most of the significant in-

migrations to Scotland had taken place by 
the years around AD 1000, but in the later 
19th and the 20th century, the age of 
mass transport, more peoples came to 

enrich our collective DNA.”  The Scots: A 
Genetic Journey by Alistair Moffat and Dr Jim 
Wilson  
 
 

 

LLOOOOKKIINN’’  FFOORR  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  

I'm looking for any information anyone 

else may have on a David S. Gillespie and 
Jane R. Riordan Gillespie. Jane is my 5th 
generation grand mother and David my 

5th generation-step- grandfather from 
Louisa County, Virginia, USA. His son 
William and his wife Ann-- they kept in 

contact though letters and she thought of 

William as a son, not as a step son as she 
raised him from a young child.  

 
David S Gillespie’s father was also named 

David.  David S. was born about 1809 or 
there about and died around 1855-57 in 

Louisa Va. Jane was widow again around 

1855. David had a son name William from 
his first marriage. 

 
William married a lady by the name of 

Ann and moved out of the Louisa area, 

but not sure where or if he stayed in Va. 
Also David Shelton had a daughter named 

Jane from his first marriage and she too 
stayed in Virginia for the rest of her life as 

far as I can find. Diane Marie Hacker 
<dianemarieh@yahoo.com 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



MMYY  SSCCOOTTTTIISSHH  CCAANNAADDIIAANN  GGIILLLLEESSPPIIEE  FFAAMMIILLYY  

By Bruce Leeming   

bruceleeming@gmail.com 

[Some of this family history was originally published in a 2001 issue of this quarterly Newsletter, the 
excellent, detailed work of Mr. & Mrs. John Muirhead of Alberta. Mr. Leeming expands this history, 

especially as it relates to his own line.] 

Our known Gillespie military history begins back in the beginning of the 1700s in 

Stirlingshire, SCOTLAND.  JAMES GILLESPIE, born circa 1730, enlisted as a teenager in His 
Majesty’s Service.   He was trying to escape his uncle, who was now acting as his father due 
to the recent death of James’s father and mother.  By this time, too, James’ only sibling, a 

sister, had also perished.  The uncle either owned part of or worked at the Mills at Craig 

Forth during the time of Prince Charlie.  The uncle bound James as an apprentice to a silk 
weaver, but this did not last long as James enlisted instead. 
 

James was left property by his farther, but his uncle managed to get control.  When home 
on a leave James instituted a law suit, but the uncle had influence and arranged with James’ 
Colonel to have him drafted to another regiment, which was placed so far away that the suit 

had to be dropped.  James never returned to his home but it was at this time James saw a 

little girl who interested him and he remarked to the mother, “If your daughter was a few 
years older I’d like to take her away with me.”  The mother replied, “Maybe she will be here 
when you come back.”   
 
James served in the American Colonies for years.  It is noted he lay for a long time in New 
York with fever and ague.  He was at the taking of Quebec with General Wolfe in 1759, 

where he won a gold medal for bravery and where most of his company was killed in a 

bloody battle on the rolling hills. 
 

He returned to Scotland and married the little girl he 

had once met, Janet Rae.  He had his gold medal made 
into jewellery for her including a ring, broach and 
earrings.  The two earrings are still in existence today, 

in the possession of a descendant of Agnes Gillespie 

Todhunter. 
 

Later on in his life, due to his age, James was mustered 
into what was called the “Old Foggies”.  These older 

men were considered too old for active service and were 

put on garrison duty.  He was given a choice of Fort 
George, Ft. William or Ft. Agustus.  He chose Ft. George 

near Inverness Scotland. 
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As per the monument of his grave in Teeswater, Ontario, when serving at Ft. George his 
two sons, James and John Gillespie, were born.  When the latter was 11 or 12, James Sr. 

received his discharge with a pension of half a crown (60 cents) per day, which was big 

money in those days.  The family then moved to Glasgow, Scotland where he died soon 
after.  The two boys lived with mother Janet Rae until her death, and then both married. 
 

James Gillespie 2nd died leaving a widow and four sons 
only one of whom, James 3rd married and kept store in 
Glasgow. His other three sons, John, William and David 
Gillespie went to America with the mother.  The mother 

did not like it in Canada and returned to Glasgow.  All 
three sons died unmarried in the USA. 
 

John Gillespie, our ancestor, married Agnes Gibson, 
daughter of another military man, Robert Gibson and his 
wife Isabella Murray.  Robert served in the wars of 

Poland, Continental Wars, and also in the U.S. during 

the Revolution, and was with General Burgoyne at the 
surrender of Saratoga.  The British were only half-
hearted in that war, as they did not want to fight with 

the American Colonies.  George 3rd with his German 
ideas of “Might is Right” did not get full support from his 
British subjects and had to hire Hessian troops from 

Germany. 

 
John and Agnes Gillespie had six sons and two 

daughters.  The youngest daughter died at a few 
months old, and the mother Agnes died February 19 

1835 of dropsy.  In 1843 John with his six sons and one 
daughter set sail for Quebec, CANADA on the vessel JEAN DUFFRES.  The three Gibson 

uncles, some travelling great distances, came to say goodbye to their only sister’s family, as 

they were not to meet again on this side of the grave.   
 

After seven weeks the Gillespie family arrived in Quebec, where they transferred to a 
steamer and were taken to Montreal.  They then transferred to a barge and went up the 

Lachine Canal and Ottawa River to Bytown (now Ottawa).  From there they travelled along 

the Rideau Canal to Oliver’s Ferry.  The Gillespie’s arrived on a Sunday and walked all the 
way to their destination, arriving on Monday, in the Township of Dalhousie, Lanark County, 

Ontario.  Like so many others of our ancestors, including the Dreanys, Gallagher’s, Purdon’s 
etc., they started off in Lanark County, and then some moved on to areas all over North 

America.  In two cases marriages took place that crossed both sides of my family tree more 
than 100 years before my Leemings and Wilkinson’s tree even existed.  It was a new 

beginning in a big, wide-open country, full of many challenges but full of so much promise. 

 
 
 

 
The following is a photo, circa 1880, of the sons of John Gillespie and Agnes Gibson: 
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My ancestor, John Gillespie, in the photo bottom right, moved to Whitechurch area near 

Wingham, Huron County, Ontario in 1853.  He married Jean Hamilton May 4 1855.  It was 

the first wedding in the tiny settlement.  On their wedding morning Jean, John and their two 

relatives, Will Gill and Frances Hamilton, acting as attendants, had to walk to the ceremony.  

It was a cross-country affair of over 20 miles to Goderich.  The bride to be walked along a 

blazed trail, cross open field, forded the odd brook, all in her bare feet.  Once reaching the 

outskirts of Goderich, she put on her shoes so they would be clean for the wedding.  On 
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their way home the wedding party realized they still had the Minister’s fee, so the 

attendants returned to town.  The bride and groom made it home just before sunset but the 

attendants spent the night along the trail with one of the settlers.  The bride lived to her 

100th year.  Her oldest son was John Gillespie, as per the following photograph. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The family in the photo was a farming family in Whitechurch.   In 1889 when John Gillespie 
Sr was realizing his mortality, he decided the family farm could not support two families.  
He decided that one son would get the farm, and the other an education.  The above family 

was the group  

 
John Gillespie above was a true countryman.  He used to eat his peas by carefully lining 
them up on his knife and aiming them into his mouth.   He also used to be driven around 

Toronto with my Grandfather when they came to visit, and was amazed how my 
grandfather “Wilkie” could have the lights change as he drove up to them.   It was always a 
blessing at holidays when the “Gillespie’s” came to visit as they always brought a big turkey 

from their farm, the size of which was not available to city folk.  One must remember that 

the farm did not have electricity until the 1950s and the well was still a hand pump for 
almost another decade. 

 
Here now, is the story of Charles Gillespie (above photo, right), and especially of his son, 

Paul Evan Gillespie and their military service during World War I. 
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Charles Gillespie in the previous 
photo served in WW1.  He was most 

likely named after his father’s 

brother Charles.  The Gillespies had 
several cousins who served in WW1.  
 

Charles’ son, Paul Evan Gillespie’s 
story, which follows, had some real 
tragedy hidden in the broad scope of 

the time period.  Paul was such a 

very young man at 19 who eagerly 
joined the service following a 
tradition of over a hundred years set 

by Gillespie warriors before him.   

You can almost sense a great pride 
of the time period when Charles, 

Paul, and some of their western 

cousins all signed up for action.  I 
am sure friends and family were very 
optimistic that their young men 

would win for what is right.  But war 

always reduces the pageantry and 
glory to the bare minimum.  In the 

aftermath it must have been hard for 

those remaining alive.  
 
Paul Evan Gillespie had lost his 

father when he was just a baby, and 
the family struggled to cope.   For 
the John Gillespie family, first losing 

a brother and then losing the 

brother’s son, it must have put a 
great strain on normal “family” ties 
that were at one time so close.  But 

war is like all wars.  There are no 
real winners, just survivors who go 
on with what they believe is right. 

 

Paul was most likely named after his mother’s maiden surname Paul.  William Paul, many 
years before, served in the war of 1812, and died on July 29th 1849.   He would have been 
one of Paul Evan Gillespie’s great, great, great grandfathers.   The Canadian National 

Archives has an Upper Canada Land Petition for William Paul in 1839, but at this time this 
has not been researched. In the book British Army Pensions Abroad by Norman Crowder I 
did find that William was in the 9th Battalion of Artillery and was granted a pension on 

January 1 1827.  He was living in Kingston at the time. 

 
Paul’s parents were Charles Gillespie, born in 1857, and Margaret Isobel Paul, born 1869.  

Charles Sr. died on Nov 7, 1901, at 44 years old from pneumonia, when Paul was only two.  
When Charles died the family was left destitute, as many of Charles’ customers did not 

honour hand-shaken debts owed to him as a grain merchant.  In a time when honour was 
supposed to mean everything, Paul’s’ family was let down.  From help from family, 

grandparents and friends, the family survived in the Wingham area of Ontario.  
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Charles and Maggie Gillespie 1900  
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The Gillespies 1906  
Elsie (Gran),      front   Paul Evan,       Maggie,        rear  John Franklin 
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Service, Promotions and Leave, Paul Evan Gillespie 
Prior to enlistment    3 weeks with 33rd Regiment 

                                         Posted to CAMC Training Depot # 1 
April 4 1917     Embarked from Halifax 

April 29 1917    Arrived Liverpool Westenhanger 

April 24 1917   Transferred overseas 
May 28 1917    Disembarked Havre, FRANCE 
June 2 1917    Posted to 9th Canadian Field                             

    Ambulance 
June 8 1917    Posting to CAMC Gen 
Sept 12 1917    Reposting to 9th Brigade as water  

   detail 

Jan 5 1918    Granted leave 
Jan 19 1918   Returned from leave 
Feb 5 1918    Hospitalized No 3 Can Fld   

    Ambulance remarks V.D.S.   
Feb 9 1918    Ceases to be attd to 9 Can 
Feb 9 1918    Transferred to No 51 Gen. Hos.  

    Etaples remarks V.D.S. 
May 1 1918    Discharged from hospital 
May 2 1918    Taken on strength from 51 Gen 
May 2 1918   Awarded .50 for 82 days 

May 7 1918    Left for 9th Can. F. Ambulance 
May 7 1918    Posted to 9th F. Ambulance 
May 7 1918                        Taken on strength on posting from 

                                         Cam C Gen 

Sept 7 1918                       Died of wounds  
                                         Telegram authorized 

Sept 12 1918                      Following substituted - Killed in     

                                         Action 
             
  

 

 

Rate of Pay 

Assigned $20.00 per month to mother 

Paid $1.00 per day and .10 per day field pay 

Payments stopped Oct 31 1917 as not sole supporter, last S.A. cheque Nov 31 1917 
Oct 1 1918 all payments stopped 

 
Medals and Decorations 

Scroll issued to mother   March 10 1921   L 28590 

Plaque issued to mother   Feb 9 1922    P 28972 
Cross of Sacrifice     April 13 1920    serial no 791201 
Not eligible for 1914-15 star 

France service medal page 15504 
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Paul was in the Canadian Medical Corps.   From a 
family account, it is understood he was weary on 

a busy day and stepped out of his tent for a 

break and a cigarette.  As he was lighting his 
cigarette, a sniper shot him, and he died shortly 
later. At 19 years old Paul had a good life ahead 

of him.  Before he went overseas he was already 
successful in the Canadian Bank of Commerce.  
He was considered very bright and had many 
good friends.  His loss was very hard on his 

mother, grandparents, sister and brother.   
 
It is said the family did not know of his fate till 

after the war was over.  They had thought Paul 
was safe, and with all the talk of the war ending 
soon, they were expecting him home. 

 

A recent version of Paul’s loss was recently 
located from a diary of someone who served with 
Paul and knew him.   Pte. James K. Letchie wrote 

in his diary about the day Paul was killed.  The 
different versions of loss are quite common, as 
many times families where protected from the 

brutal truth of war.  Many men where lost for 

what seems no reason at all other than their 
“number” had come up.   From this diary it 

appears Paul was on break, at the Y.M.C.A post, 
which would have been a small canteen of sorts, 

most likely for a coffee and a smoke and was 
killed by incoming gas shells as he walked back 

to his post.   No reason for any loss makes sense  

      with the hindsight we are “blessed with” 
Pte. P. E. Gillespie C.A.M.C. of this unit was killed by a fragment of shell in Arras, France 
this evening.”     Buried Faubourg D’Amiens Cemetery, Arras, FRANCE 
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MMIILLIITTAARRYY  RREECCOORRDDSS  

Soldiers Buried in Africa 
 

 
 
 
ALGERIA 
Dely Ibrahim War Cemetery: 

• John Gillespie, UK, WW II, From Glasgow. Died Nov 20, 1942, age 28. 
 

EGYPT 
Alamein Memorial 

• Andrew Henry Gillespie, New Zealander, died June 28, 1942, WW II 
• Frederick Gillespie, Australian, died April 10, 1941, WW II 
• James Sidney Gillespie, Australian, died Sept 1, 1942, WW II 

 

Alexandria (Chatby) Military & War Memorial Cemetery 
• Ethelbert Gillespie, UK, WW I, died April 6, 1916, age 31. From Jamaica 

 

Cairo War Memorial Cemetery 
• G. Gillespie, UK, died Oct 24, 1915, WW I 

 

ERITREA 
Asmara War Cemetery 

• Conrad Emet Gillespie, UK, died April 8, 1941, WW II 

 

ETHIOPIA 
Addis Arabia War Cemetery 

• George William Gillespie, UK, From Co. Fermanagh, Ireland. Died Dec 27, 
1941. WW II. 

 

GHANA 
Christiansborg War Cemetery 

• Angus McDonald Gillespie, UK, From Liverpool. Died Nov 3, 1943. WW II 
 

LIBYA 
Knightsbridge War Cemetery 

• David Gillespie, UK, From Edinburgh, age 28, died June 21, 1942. WW II 
• John Valentine Gillespie, UK, From London, Died Jan 13, 1941, WW II 

• William B. Gillespie, South African, died Nov 23, 1941, WW II 
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SOUTH AFRICA 
Winburn, S.A. Dr. Paul Gillespie, s/o Malcolm Gillespie, Cannington, Ontario 
Canada. Boer War. (Family History Archived) 
 

TANSANIA 
Dar Es Salaam War Cemetery 

• J. Gillespie, UK, died December 17, 1917, WW I 
 

TUNISIA 
Entideville War Cemetery 

• John Brough Gillespie, UK, died July 27, 1943, WW II 

 
Massicault War Cemetery 

• Godfrey Curtis Gillespie, UK, from Liverpool, died May 10, 1943, WW II 

 
Medjez-el-Bab War Cemetery 

• Reggie Thomas Gillespie, UK, died April 22, 1943, WW II 

 
North Africa American Cemetery 

• Henry D. Gillespie, USA, From Virginia, died May 13, 1943, WW II 
• Norman J. Gillespie, USA, died Nov 27, 1943, WW II 

 

 
From Coast Guard-manned "sea-horse" landing craft, American troops leap forward to storm 

a North African beach 
 



The 150th Anniversary of the  

USA Civil War 

 
 

April 8-17, 2011 
 

  Fort Sumter National Monument 

Charleston, South Carolina 

  The park will commemorate the first shot of the Civil War when 

diplomacy failed and erupted into cannon fire on April 12, 1861 at 4:30 

AM igniting the start of the war in Charleston Harbor.  Over the ten day 

period, living history demonstrations and programs will be held at Fort 

Sumter, Fort Moultrie, and the Liberty Square Visitor Center in 

Charleston. 

  

  July 21 - 24, 2011 

 

  Manassas National Battlefield Park 

Manassas, Virginia 

  Join us July 21 through July 24, 2011 to commemorate the 

Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War and the Battle of First 
Manassas (Bull Run). Events include a commemorative program on the 
150th anniversary date of the First Battle of Manassas, with addresses 

by elected officials, dignitaries, and historians, and re-creation of the 
reconciliation of veterans during the Manassas Peace Jubilee (held at 
the 50th anniversary of the battle in 1911). Other events will include 

special programs, lectures, music, tours, and living history and historic 

weapons demonstrations.  
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CIVIL WAR NEWS... 
 
The National Genealogical Society (NGS) selected Charleston, South 
Carolina, for its 2011 Family History Conference in part to 
commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War which began with 

Confederate artillery firing upon Fort Sumter 12 April 1861. If a 
member of your family served for the Union or Confederate forces, the 
NGS 2011 Family History Conference will provide a number of lectures 

about researching Civil War records and learning more about the lives 

of your ancestors. The four-day conference, 11-14 May 2011, will be 
held at the Charleston Area Convention Center, 5001 Coliseum Drive, 
North Charleston, SC 29418.  See details on http://tinyurl.com/yjhnx89 
 
For more information about the Civil War in and around Charleston, 
the Charleston Post and Courier is running a series of articles each 
Sunday through April at http://www.postandcourier.com/civilwar.

 

The Farmers Directory of 1890 

Ontario, CANADA         

 

 DUFFERIN COUNTY                      Land Identification                    

          Amaranth Twp 

Charles Gillespie, Toronto                         f Con 2       Lot 3 

John Gillespie, Orangeville                        f Con 2       Lot 2 

Joseph Gillespie Jr., Orangeville                f Con 1        Lot 2 

Joseph Gillespie Sr, Orangeville                f Con 3        Lot 1 

           Melanchthon Twp 

Chas Gillespie, Corbetton                         f Con sw4    Lot 260 

Geo Gillespie, Shelburne                          f Con ne4    Lot 10 

John Gillespie, Corbetton                         f Con sw4    Lot 10 

          East Garafraxa Twp 

Andrew Gillespie, Hereward                     f Con 9        Lot 24 

David Gillespie, Marsville                         f Con 13      Lot 5 

Robt Gillespie, Craigsholme                     f Con 10      Lot 7 

Wm Gillespie, Craigsholme                      f Con 10      Lot 7 

          Mono Twp 

George Gillespie, Orangeville                   f Con 1        Lot 3 

John Gillespie, Orangeville                      f Con 3         Lot 17 

Jeseph Gillespie, Camilla                         f Con 3        Lot 17 
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1890 Farmers’ Directory, Ontario CANADA continued... 

WATERLOO COUNTY 

          North Dumfries Twp 

John Gillespie, Galt                               f Con 8    Lot 2 

 

PERTH COUNTY 

          Mornington Twp 

Samuel Gillespie, Millbank                     f M119 

Wm Gillespie, Millbank                          f Con 6     Lot 15 

          Hibbert Twp 

James Gillespie, Cromarty                     f Con 11   Lot 18 

John Gillespie, Cromarty                       f Con 11   Lot 18 

 

WELLINGTON COUNTY 

          Wellesley Twp 

Edward Gillespie, Crosshill                     f Con 7      Lot 8 

Wm Gillespie, Crosshill                          f Con 11    Lot 1 

          Erin Twp 

Robert Gillespie, Erin                            f Con 9     Lot 8 

          West Garafraxa Twp 

David Gillespie, Marsville                       f Con 7    Lot 25 

          Minto Twp 

Arch Gillespie, Cotswold                        f C 101 

 

GREY COUNTY 

          Collingwood Twp 

Charles Gillespie, Ravenna                    f Con 8    Lot 15 

C. P. Gillespie, Red Wing                       f Con 11  Lot 7 

          Holland Twp 

Andrew Gillespie, Berkeley                    f et1       Lot 73 

James Gillespie, Berkeley                      f wt 1     Lot 60 

John Gillespie, Berkeley                        f wt1      Lot 59 

          Osprey Twp 

M. Gillespie, Maxwell                            f n2         Lot 1 

          Proton Twp 

Alex Gillespie, Hopeville                        f Con 8    Lot 6 
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1890 Farmer’s Directory, GREY COUNTY, Ontario continued... 

         

          Sullivan Twp 

Archibald Gillespie, Keady                       f Con 9   Lot 7 

Donald Gillespie, Grimston                      f Con 12 Lot 6 

James Gillespie, Grimston                       f Con 10  Lot 6 

John Gillespie, Keady                             f Con 10  Lot 9 

Peter Gillespie, Grimston                        f Con 12  Lot 6 

          Sydenham Twp 

Bern Gillesby, Owen Sound                    f Con 6    Lot 15 

 

HURON COUNTY 

          Hay Twp 

John Gillispie, Hay                                 f Con 1    Lot 1 

 

BRUCE COUNTY 

          Culross Twp 

George Gillespie, Teeswater                   f Con 3    Lot 13 

*John Gillespie, Teeswater                     f Con 3    Lot 13 

Wm Gillespie, Teeswater                        f Con 3    Lot 12 

          Turnberry Twp 

John Gillespie, Belmore                          f Con 12   Lot 1 

John Gillespie, Bluevale                          f Con 1    Lot 42 

          Wawanosh East Twp 

J Gillespie, Sr, White Church                   f Con 14   Lot 29 

 

Note:  This Directory extends to other counties across the Province, 

records not included at this time. Many of these farmers’ family 

histories have been researched, and are either the archived work of 

other researchers, or they belong to my own Gillespie collection of 

family history charts. 
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MMEEMMOORRIIAALL  TTRRIIBBUUTTEESS  

Obit Oregon Mail Tribute 

Betty J. Gillespie, born Sept. 15, 

1938, in Macon, GEORGIA, passed 

away Dec. 17, 2010, at her home in 

Medford, Ore. She will be missed and 

never forgotten as a loving, tender-

hearted and giving daughter, sister, 

wife, mother, grandma and friend to 

all who were a part of her 

life. Services will be held on Friday, 

December 31, 2010, at 11:00 a.m., 

at The Church of Christ of Latter-day 

Saints, Eagle Point, Oregon. 

 

 

 

 

Helen E. "Betty" Gillespie, 83, 

of Tiffin, died at 9:10 p.m. Sunday, 

Jan. 9, 2011, at her residence. 

She was born April 2, 1927, in Tiffin, 

to Joseph Peter and Corinne Rose 

(Scheiber) Bork. She married Charles 

"Jim" Gillespie Aug. 30, 1958, in St. 

Joseph Catholic Church. He died Jan. 

2, 2006. 

Survivors include a son, Bob 

(Maureen) Gillespie of Hinsdale, 

Illinois. two daughters, Elaine 

Gillespie of Cincinnati and Janet 

(Marc) Chafe of Charleston, South 

Carolina and nine grandchildren, 

Isabel, Philip and Elise Gillespie, 

Corinne, Sophie and Cecily Nelson, 

and Olivia, Sadie and Henry Chafe. 

She was preceded in death by her 

parents and a sister, Kathleen 

Chambers. 

Betty was a 1945 graduate of Calvert 

High School and a 1949 graduate of 

Marygrove College, Detroit. She 

retired as a home economist for Ohio 

Power Company. She was a member 

of St. Joseph Catholic Church and was 

a former president of its Rosary Altar 

Society. She also was a member of 

the Josephine’s, the Calvert Hall of 

Fame, was past president of both St. 

Francis Auxiliary and Mercy Hospital 

Auxiliary, and was a member of the 

Seneca County Home Economists. 

She also volunteered for the St. 

Joseph School Library and for Mobile 

Meals. 

Visitation will be 4-8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 

14, 2011, at Traunero Funeral Home, 

214 S. Monroe St., Tiffin, OHIO. A 

memorial Mass will be 10 a.m. 

Saturday, Jan. 15, at St. Joseph 

Catholic Church, with the Rev. Joseph 

Szybka officiating. Betty donated her 

body to the University Of Toledo 
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Medical School, with burial at a later 

date in St. Joseph Cemetery. 

 

Taylor Gillespie, a senior 

commanding officer in the Texas A & 

M Corps of Cadets, was killed in a 

traffic accident in Collin County on 

Sunday, a school official confirmed. 

Gillespie, 21, was being driven back 

to College Station by his father at the 

time of the crash. 

 

 

Spokesman Cpl. Robert White said it 

was sleeting when the accident 

happened on Highway 121 near the 

town of Westminster at 10:08 a.m. 

White said the Gillespie’s' Mercury 

Sable was traveling at "an unsafe 

speed due to road conditions" and 

spun out on the icy road.  It crossed 

over to the northbound lanes, where 

it was struck by an oncoming van. 

 

The student's father, Thomas 

Gillespie IV, 44, and the driver of the 

van, Stanley Ray Leonard of Plano, 

were hospitalized with injuries 

described as non-life threatening. 

The Gillespies are from Leonard, 

Texas, 53 miles northeast of Dallas. 

Mary L. Gillespie, 77, 

Independence, Missouri, formerly of 

the Moundville/Bronaugh, Missouri, 

areas, passed away on Tuesday 

night, January 18, 2011, at Center 

Point Medical Center, Independence, 

Missouri. 

 

Funeral services will be held at 10 

a.m. on Monday, January 24, 2011, 

at Ferry Funeral Home, Nevada, 

Missouri.  Interment will follow in 

Welborn Cemetery, Moundville, MO.  

 

Steven A. Gillespie, Sr., 58, entered 

into rest suddenly Tuesday morning 

(March 1, 2011) at his home on Pine 

Street. 

Born in Binghamton, Alabama on April 1, 

1952, he was a son of the late Jack and 

Beatrice Bloom Gillespie. In 1974 he was 

married in Hornell to the former Sharon 

McDaniels, who survives. 

A resident of Hornell since 1973, Steve 

proudly served his country with the U.S. 

Marine Corps from 1970 until his 

honorable discharge as a Lance Corporal 

in 1972. 

He was employed as auto body technician 

at Lamac’s Pro Wrench Tire & Auto in 

Hornell. His family includes his wife of 37 

years, Sharon; his three children, Tina 

Gillespie of Hornell, Steven Gillespie, Jr. of 

Las Vegas, Nevada and Joseph Gillespie 

of Hornell; his five grandchildren, Ashley 

Baltimore, Brittany Baltimore, Jordan 
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Chambliss, Phoebe Gillespie 

and Gisselle Hernandez; his 

brother, Jack Gillespie, Jr. 

(Linda Schaffer) of 

Binghamton; his sister, Ann 

Marie Bronstein of South 

Carolina; also his aunts, uncles, nieces 

and nephews. Besides his parents, he was 

also predeceased by his sister, Sheryl 

Potter and his niece, Jackie Raye Gillespie. 

Monday at the Union Chapel of the Bath 

V.A. Center, a funeral service will take 

place following calling hours at 1:30 p.m. 

Monday, with Pastor Tyrone Hall 

officiating. Committal services and 

interment, with military honors, will follow 

at the Bath National Cemetery 

 

 

 
Special Photo 
Citizen Sports Editor Jeff Gillespie looks over the team 
rosters in the press box just before a Heritage High School 
football game last season. Gillespie, who was sports editor 
for more than 12 years, died Friday night following a lengthy 
illness.  
 
 
Posted: 10:10 PM Mar 5, 2011 Newton News, 
Georgia 

Citizen Sports Editor Jeff Gillespie 
succumbs to cancer 

 

CONYERS — Rockdale Citizen and Newton 

Citizen Sports Editor Jeff Gillespie died 
Friday evening at an Atlanta hospice after 

a long battle against cancer. Gillespie, 
44, was sports editor at the Citizen for 12 

and a half years and during that time 

became a fixture at prep sports events in 

Rockdale County.  

He was diagnosed with cancer in 2006 

and continued to work while receiving 
treatment. He suffered from other 

ailments while being treated for cancer, 

which eventually caused him to cut back 
on his workload. Gillespie was moved 

from a long-term care facility at DeKalb 
Medical Center to Hospice Atlanta on 
Wednesday. 

The body is to be cremated. Visitation is 

planned from 5 to 7 p.m. Tuesday at St. 
Pius X Catholic Church, located at 2621 

Ga. Highway 20 S.E., in Conyers. The 
funeral mass will follow at 7 p.m. 

Citizen Publisher and Editor Alice Queen 

praised Gillespie’s professionalism and 
work ethic he brought to the paper’s 
sports department. 

“In looking back on notes that I took 

from one of Jeff’s references at the 
Marietta Daily Journal, I saw that I had 

written ‘extremely reliable.’ Truer words 
were never spoken, but Jeff was much 

more than that,” she said. “He was our 

talented colleague and our well-loved 
friend. Jeff had a certitude about the 

things that were important to him — his 
faith, his love for his family, his work, 

and the Pittsburgh Steelers — that never 
wavered. He is greatly missed in our 
newsroom.” 

Several people in the community who 

worked with Gillespie echoed Queen. Jim 

McBrayer, former athletic director at 
Salem High School and a current member 

of the Rockdale County Board of 
Education, remembered Gillespie as a 
consummate professional and as a friend. 

“Whenever Jeff quoted you in the paper, 

you knew you wouldn’t be taken out of 
context and you’d be quoted correctly,” 

McBrayer said. “From an athletic director 

standpoint and a coach standpoint, we 
really appreciated that.” 
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McBrayer said most of all Gillespie was a 
good friend who will be missed by the 
community. 

“It’s difficult for all of us, but Jeff will 

leave us with good memories,” McBrayer 

said. “He will make our lives better, for 
sure. He was a gentle guy, and you could 
count on him being at all the high school 

ball games. It’d be freezing cold and he’d 
have on shorts — that’s just the way he 
was.” 

Chuck Landy, athletic director and tennis 
coach at Heritage High School, said he 

and his coaches enjoyed a “fantastic 
relationship” working with Gillespie“ 

Gillespie also went out of his way to 

become involved with the sports teams 
and players he covered, Craft said, noting 
that Gillespie and his wife, Linda, 

sometimes rode the bus with the tennis 
team to out-of-town matches. 

“I think he cared about the kids, he knew 

what was going on around the county, 
and he got involved with the kids,” Craft 

said. Gillespie was a Steelers fan and 

Craft was a Cowboys fan, so they named 
their team “The Holy Alliance.” 

A Pittsburgh native, Gillespie came to the 
Rockdale Citizen from The Marietta Daily 

Journal where he served as assistant 
sports editor. Before coming to Georgia, 

he was a sports writer for nine years with 
The Intelligencer of Wheeling, in 

Wheeling, W.Va., where he covered 

professional sports including the 
Wheeling Nailers minor league hockey, 
Major League Baseball Pittsburgh Pirates 

and his beloved Steelers. 

He was a graduate of Wheeling Jesuit 
University, where he earned a bachelor’s 

degree in English and professional writing 
in 1988. 

 

Betty Eaglin Gillespie, 72, of 
Cheyenne, Oklahoma passed away in 
Elk City, Oklahoma on Thursday, 
March 3rd, 2011 from cancer.  She was 

born on April 1, 1938, the daughter of 

Kenneth and Clara Eaglin of Hobart, 
Oklahoma. She moved to Lubbock, 

Texas where she attended Texas Tech 

University and married. William Joe 
(Bill) Gillespie on November 10, 1961. 

A long time resident of Lubbock. 
 

Betty's life was joyful as she spent 
time with family and friends, 

travelling, playing bridge and 
volunteering.  She was actively 

involved in the community and the 

Methodist Church. She was currently a 
member of the Cheyenne United 

Methodist Church and a former 
member of the Ropesville Methodist 

Church.  Her accomplishments of 
which she was most passionate 

include serving as President of both 

the Lubbock Apartment Association 
and the Texas Apartment Association. 

 

Betty was predeceased by her parents, 
Kenneth and Clara Eaglin; husband 
William Joe (Bill) Gillespie; brothers-

in-law Michael Francis, Doris Beers; 

and her nephew Mark Beers.      
 
She is survived by two daughters, 

Jennifer Gillespie Kimzey, her 
husband, Ted Kimzey and their 
children Dusta, Sage, and Trey of 

Strong City, Oklahoma, and Jannene 
Gillespie  

Litchfield, her husband, Ed Litchfield, 
and their children Shannon and Kelli of 

Granite Bay, California. She is also 
survived by two sisters Pat Francis of 
Hobart, Okla. and Claire Beers of San 

Antonio, Texas. Pat Francis' family 
includes Lauren, Jimmy and Jemma  

Hollis. Claire Beers' family includes 
Debra, Randy, Maris, Katherine, Kevin 

German, and Clayton Beers. Graveside 
services will be held at Resthaven 
Cemetery in Lubbock, Texas on 

Monday, March 7 at 2 pm. Rose 
Chapel Funeral Service of Cheyenne 

has been entrusted with 
arrangements. Lubbock Avalanche Journal  



Hazard Gillespie, Longtime Davis 
Polk Litigator, Dies at 100. 

 

 

 March 8, 2011 5:12 PM Posted by Tom Huddleston Jr. 
The AM Law Daily, USA. 

S. Hazard Gillespie, a longtime 

prominent litigator with Davis Polk & 

Wardwell and a former U.S. 
attorney, died on Monday at the age of 

100 of pancreatic cancer, according to a 
statement issued by the firm. 

He was born Samuel Hazard Gillespie Jr., 
in Morristown, N.J., on July 12, 1910.  He 
received a bachelor’s degree from Yale in 

1932 and his law degree in 1936. 

His career at the firm lasted more than 
75 years and included an early stint as 
primary assistant to Davis Polk name 

partner John W. Davis. He represented 
large investment banks and corporations, 
as well as prominent figures, including 
Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pickford. 

Gillespie, who first worked for the firm in 

1934 as a summer associate, joined 

Davis Polk as a full time associate in 
1936; he became a partner in 1948. His 
contribution to the U.S. Supreme Court's 

landmark state jurisdiction case Erie 
Railroad Co. v. Tompkins started when 
Gillespie was a summer associate; he 

picked up with the matter after certiorari 
was granted three years later. 

The only significant time Gillespie spent 
away from the firm was for military 

service during World War II and later, 

from 1959 to 1961, for a two-year 
appointment as U.S. Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York. 

Even at the age of 100, Gillespie visited 
the office on a daily basis in his role as 

senior counsel (he assumed the title in 
1980). He is survived by his wife, two 
children, two stepchildren, two brothers, 

seven grandchildren, and eight great-
grandchildren.  

 
 

MORENCI, Michigan. — The Adrian Daily 

Telegram, March 8, 2011 

Pete Gillespie, 74, of Morenci passed 

away Thursday, Feb. 10, 2011. The 

memorial service that was canceled (due 

to the weather) has been rescheduled for 

1 p.m. Saturday, March 12, 2011, at the 

Morenci Sportsman’s Club. The Rev. 

William VanValkenburg will officiate and a 

dinner will follow. 
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Rensselaer Co, 17   (4) 

Richmond Co.  6     (1) 
Saratoga Co.  3     (2) 

Schenectady Co. 16   (6) 
Schuyler Co.  5     (1) 

Sullivan Co.  22   (4) 

Ulster Co.  60   (14) 
Wayne Co.  4     (1) 

Westchester Co. 9     (3) 

Wyoming Co.  1     (1) 
TOTALS                575 in  188 families 

 

No Gillespies in counties not listed. 

 

1860 CENSUS   
NEW YORK  STATE 

 

TOTAL NUMBER OF GILLESPIES BY 

COUNTY 
(# families in brackets) 

Albany Co  37  (10)  Smith   

Cayuga Co  5    (1) 

Cortland Co  0 + Corwin 
Delaware Co  10  (3) 
Erie Co   15  (3) 

Greene So  17  (4) 
Kings Co  83  (24) 
Livingston Co  4    (2) 

Madison Co  3    (2) 

Monroe Co  6    (2) 
New York Co  181 (73) 

Niagara Co  6    (3) 
Oneida Co  1    (1) 

Ononadaga Co 2    (1) 
Ontario Co  4    (2) 

Orange Co  20  (9) 

Orleans Co,  9    (2) 
Oswego Co.  23  (7) 

Queens Co  6    (2)  

 

OLDEST PIONEERS 

  
                           Residence 

Margaret Gillespie  b 1771 NYCity 

Simon Gillespie      b 1773 Ulster Co. 
Abby Gillespie        b 1777 Queens Co. 

Edward Gillespie     b 1782 NYCity 

Sarah Gillespie       b 1782 Ulster Co. 

Elizabeth Gillespie  b 1785 NYCity 
Anthony Gillespie   b 1787 Erie Co. 

George Gillespie     b 1793 NYCity 

Mary Gillespie        b 1795 Niagara Co. 
William Gillespie    b 1798 Albany Co 
Hugh Gillespie       b 1799 Delaware  
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