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Introduction
In my recent article,1 I mapped out the homesteads of Samuel Gillespy and David Hunter in Pine Bush,
New York. But aside from their homesteads, Samuel Gillespy and David Hunter were also involved
together in other deed transactions in Montgomery Pct. Those transactions, like so many in New York
between 1785-1790, were related to an act of legislature of the State of New York entitled: An Act of
the Partition of Lands passed 16 March 1785. Here is a short explanation of the reasons for this act:2

So now in addition to learning about all the land patents where our ancestors first lived – usually a tract
of thousands of acres owned by handful of individuals or a company – now we get to learn about how
the patents were divided into lots and then resold. What you read here about this broad and
complicated topic can only be a simplification. My cursory understanding of the process is this:3
•

Somebody who wanted land partitioned went to court, usually the Court of Common Pleas.
The court assigned commissioners to do the dividing.

•

The commissioners usually included three individuals, among them somebody who was a
surveyor. Their first task was to go out into the field to survey the entire original patent (or
farm, whatever was to be divided), and then to create allotments. Allotments (lots) divided the
quality and quantity of the land between the owners. For example, one allotment had fewer
acres but more desirable land features, another allotment had more acres but less desirable land
features.

1 Hunter & Gillespy Homesteads in Pine Bush, Orange, New York; MA Schaefer; 19 April 2020.
2 Partition in New York; Thomas Maurice Keane; 1896.
3 See also The Revised Statutes of the State of New York in Three Volumes; Vol. III; Albany, NY; 1829; Appendix, p. 15.
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•

When the allotments were measured precisely and recorded in the field book, the book was
returned to the court and an ad was put in the newspaper for 20 days for all to come review the
field book.

•

At the end of the 20 days, the allotments were balloted. This was a process where a judge was
present to oversee. There was a box of tickets (ballots) with as many tickets as there were
allotments, each ticket with a number of an allotment. There was another box with as many
tickets as there were patentees, each with a name of a patentee. Then an appointed third party
would pick one name and one number, and then walk over to the map and record who was now
the owner of that allotment (or lot). The land division and new ownership thereof were
recorded and considered done.

There was undoubtedly more to this process than I have described here, but I think this general
framework of the process outlines how land partitions were conducted in New York. Once a patent (or
any plot of land) was partitioned between the original owners (patentees or their heirs), many
subsequent land transactions were recorded in the years after 1785. These were often sales or transfers
by the new owners to those already occupying the property. Or, in the case of Samuel and David, they
acquired subdivided allotments as payment for a proprietor's debts.
So with all that said, I return to my research question, which is this:
Where were the 8 lots, totaling 676 acres,
that Samuel Gillespy and David Hunter acquired in 1787?
The answer to that question lies behind partitions of patents. This article describes the trail of my
learning to understand what the deeds are telling us about location on a map, including several rabbit
holes that might be avoided by other researchers.

Schaefer, May 2020

genealojist@gmail.com

Page 3 of 16

Review of Patents
The area being studied and discussed in this article was part of an 8000-acre patent granted to Philip
Schuyler in 1720, all of which had once been part of the Capt. John Evans patent. This area included
parts of Shawangunk Precinct. in the north, and ran south to the southern bounds of what had
previously been the John Evans patent. This 8K-acre patent was bordered by the Jeremiagh Schuyler
10K-acre patent on the east and the Francis Harrison 5K-acre patent on the southeast. The following
map4 shows the general area being discussed in this article.

4 Map of the Counties of Orange and Rockland, David H. Burr and Simeon Dewitt, cartographers, created 1829, published
1839, New York Public Library Digital Collections
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Gillespy/Hunter Deeds
First, let's start with the two deeds that relate specifically to Samuel Gillespy and David Hunter.

1787 Barclay to Gillespy/Hunter
KK-439
Samuel and David bought 8 lots for 600 pounds
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

8 Sep 1787
btw David Barclay of London, merchant by the 2 Thomas Smiths atty
and DH and SG of Ulster county
Barclay hired Smiths on behalf of creditors of Joseph Scott to take possession of all property
formerly belonging to JS –
DH and SG were already in possession for a year indenture, paid 600 pounds
All 8 certain lots being in Mont pct part of 8K tract of land belonging to Allen Jarrat, Jacobus
Bruyn, and others,
part of said tract that was formerly left in common and undivided among the proprietors and has
lately been divided by Corn. Schoonmaker, Christopher Tappen, and Thomas Moffat,
commissioners appt by virtue of a law of this state to divide the same among the proprietors
thereof,
which x lots fell to the share of Allen Jarrat to wit, lots 5 and 14 in the first allotment,
containing abt 100 ac each, lots 8 and 9 in the 2d allotment containing abt 18 ac ea, lot 7 and 9
in 3rd allotment containing abt 160 ac ea, lots 2 and 8 in 4th allotment containing abt 60 ac ea

In searching for the names of these commissioners, I found the following reference:5 6

Note: I don't know where this map might be located today, but it is definitely one worth finding.

5 Catalogue of Maps and Surveys, in the offices of the Secretary of State, of the State Engineer and Surveyor and in the
New York State Library; NEW YORK, State of. Office of the Secretary of State; Albany, 1851, p. 17 & p. 89.
6 These particular commissioners are mentioned in some other Montgomery deeds I studied. See my article, Gillespys on
Hill Ave., Montgomery, NY, 1790-1800; MA Schaefer; 29 April 2020.
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1787 Gillespy/Hunter to Miller
KK-6
22 Sep 1787
DH and SG of Mont to James Miller
David Barclay of London by virtue of various conveyances, Lot No 7
Thomas Smith of NYC, gentleman
and Thomas Smith late of London, attorneys
on Sep 7 and 8 confirm onto SG and DH
all of Lot 7 in the third allotment which fell to the share of Allen Jarrat being lately divided by
Commissioners and is part of a tract formerly granted to Allen Jarrat and others commonly known as
the 8K acre tract situate in Mont precinct, Ulster county
1. begins at the north corner of Lot 6 in the easterly bounds of the old division
2. then along the said easterly bounds north 33 deg 18 min east, 15 chains and 70 links to black
ash and a maple marked with 3 notches and a blaze No 7 and 1786
3. then SO 55 deg and 48 min EA 94 ch 75 L to a heap of stones
4. then SO 35 deg WE 15 ch and 60 L to the corner of lot No 6 aforesaid
5. then along the line thereof NO 55 deg 48 min WE 94 ch to the place of beg
6. cont 147 ac more or less.
Wits were William Mickels and William McBurney
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Crossing the Divide
A number of questions present themselves with the previous two deeds, and I spent a week pursuing
those questions from different angles. See Appendix A, My Wild Good Chase. The research sideline
was time that proved to be educational for me, but it left me with more unanswered questions and no
real leads for the research question of this article.
So, when all else fails, go back to the beginning. In looking at the first Gillespy/Hunter deed again, I
started to wonder about David Barclay of London, merchant, and what else he might have been up to
around 1787? The following two deeds from the exact same date are clearly of interest:

1787 Barclay to Munfords
KK-164
8 Sep 1787
to James Munfords of Ulster county
all that tract or parcel of land in Montgo pct in Ulster county, letters patent to Allen Jarrat & Co known
as Lot No 7 being the NW end of lot No 7 in the old division of the 8K-acre tract,
1. beg at a crotched white ash tree marked with 3 notches and a blaze on 4 sides standing in a
swamp on the easterly side of the Dwaar Kill on the NW bound of Lot No 6 and
2. runs from thence NO 19 deg EA 39 ch 60L to a heap of stones in the line of Lot no 8 75 L
easterly to the said Dwar Kill
3. thence NO 48 deg and 15 min WE 48 ch and 40 L to a heap of stones in the line lately run by
the commissioners for the westerly bound of the tract
4. then south 19 deg and 10 min WE along the said line 25 ch and 25 L to a heap of stones in the
line of a certain tract of land granted to Frederick Morris and Samuel Heath
5. then along the lines of said tract SO 48 deg and EA 3 ch and 75 L to a stake in a swamp and SO
18 deg and 30 min WE 5 ch 35 L to a heap of stones 5 L EA of a large fast stone in a brook in
the corner of lot number 6
6. thence along the line of lot No 6 SO 48 deg and 15 min EA, 44 ch and 60 L to the place of beg
7. cont 134 ac land

1787 Barclay to Sears
LL-276
8 Sep 1787
Barclay of London to John Sears of Ulster county
all that tract or parcel of land in Montgo pct in Ulster county, letters patent to Allen Jarrat & Co known
as Lot No 7 being part of the said lot No 7 in the old division of the 8K acre tract,
1. beg at the crotched white oak tree on the easterly side of the Dwar Kill in the line of lot No 6
2. and runs thence along the line thereof SO 48 deg and 15 min EA 31 ch and 60 L to a heap of
stones
3. then NO 19 deg EA 30 ch and 60 L to a heap of stones on a ridge in the line of Lot no 8,
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4. then along the line of Lot No 8 No 48 deg and 15 min WE 31 ch and 60 L to a heap of stones
made for James Munfords corner
5. thence SO 19 deg WE along his line 30 ch and 60 L to the place of beg
6. cont 88 ac ½
*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*These two additional Barclay deeds finally start to provide some substance! Now we have three deeds
from David Barclay all executed on the same day, and the last two give us more clues about a physical
location:
•
•
•
•
•

east side of the Dwaar Kill
a ridge
border of Morris & Heath patent
Munford and Sears bordered each other
like the Miller property, refers to Lot No. 7 in the old division of an 8K tract

Could it be that the Miller lot (147 ac) was connected to the Sears lot (88.5 ac) was connected to the
Munfords lot (134 ac)?? Here is my rough sketch of the Barclay deeds:

This sketch is really just a guesstimate:
• The Munfords lot was bigger in area than the Sears lot, which is not depicted here. But we
know the Munfords lot connected with the Morris & Heath patent on the west, it was on or near
the Dwaar Kill, and it connected with the Sears lot.
Schaefer, May 2020
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•

We don't know for sure that the Miller lot connected with the other two, especially because the
description of the east bounds of the old division confuses me. This point needs more clarity.
We only know that the Miller lot had also to do with Lot 7 from an 8K-acre patent where Jarrat
had a share.

Maybe we now have enough information to locate at least two of these lots on a map. To give myself
some idea of distance, I wondered how far it was between the west and east bounds of the 8K-acre
patent. That measurement varied depending on where you measure from, so based on these later deed
descriptions, I looked for an area that would include the Dwaar Kill. Here is the area I zoomed in on:

For reference, the blue highlight marks the northeast corner of the Morris & Heath 5K patent. Locating
the yellow points on a modern road map, I measured the distance between as about 2.65 miles:
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Going back to my sketch, we can see that I estimated the total length of all three lots if they were
indeed contiguous as about 2.1 miles. The difference is probably the distance west of the Dwaar Kill to
Thompson Ridge. It could all be a coincidence, or we could be close.
Also take note of the location of the Winding Hills County Park in the previous map. Remember that
the town of Crawford did not yet exist at the time of all these deeds. But the following map shows part
of the boundary (pink line running north-south) after 1823 between the towns of Crawford (on the left)
and Montgomery (on the right). The boundary line of the P. Schuyler 8K-acre patent followed very
closely along the small road which runs northeast through the park.
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Searsburgh/Searsville
We can surmise from the mapping of the second two Barclay deeds, that Lot 7 of the re-partitioned 8Kacre patent was probably in the area of Searsville, first known as Searsburgh.7 Checking the 1790
census of Montgomery, Ulster, NY for the names found in the three Barclay deeds, all executed in
1787:
•
•

•

James Munford – not found, possibly enumerated as James McFord: #134, p. 46
John Sears (2)
◦ #191, p. 47, btw Robert Graham and John Gillespie
◦ #340, p. 51, near William Eager Sr.
James Miller, #300, p. 50

Assuming that the John Sears enumerated as #191 on the census was the one we're looking for, then
James McFord and John Sears were close by each other, and James Miller, if he is the same one in the
1787 deed, is farther away, I would say in the easterly direction toward Montgomery.
Here is a view of the area in 1851:

We can see Hunters (Miller Hunter and Dr. George Hunter) as well as a Gillespie living on the west
side of the Dwaar Kill and the village of Searsburgh in 1851. Maybe J.J. Miller just across the town
line on the east was related to James Miller?

7 History of Orange County, Headly.
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Conclusions
The first conclusion is that I have not succeeded in locating the eight lots that Samuel Gillespy and
David Hunter purchased from David Barclay in 1787, nor do we know what subsequently happened to
seven of those eight lots. By associating the location of other lots sold by David Barclay on the same
day, I might have narrowed down the area where the Gillespy/Hunter lots were located as between
Searsburgh and Montgomery. I think these lots (totaling over 600 acres) were probably on the side that
would become the town of Crawford in 1823. Being aware of these land locations may help deduce
family relationships (family often sold to other relations) and/or trace Gillespie and Hunter movements
moving forward from 1787.
The second conclusion is that after all of this study, I still have no clear explanation of an 8K-acre tract
that was known by the owner names of Allen Jarrat, Jacobus Bruyn, and others. But we do know this:
The original 8K-acre patent was granted to Philip Schuyler and Co. (some places called Philip Schuyler
and others). I so far have not seen who else was part of Philip Schuyler's company. We do know that
both Allan Jarrat (a surveyor), and Jacobus Bruyn were part of several neighboring patents, including
the Harrison patent. I can only speculate that Jarrat and Bruyn were also previous partners in the 8Kacre patent, and as such they were given allotments when the patent, or a part of it, was partitioned in
1787. There was, apparently, a map drawn showing the partitions made by the commissioners.
Finding that map and/or the field book with the partition descriptions would go a long way in clarifying
this particular part of the question.

Lessons Learned
Right out of the gate, I asked the wrong question, getting caught up in the name of Allan Jarrat. Maybe
the lesson for other researchers is to pay attention to the patent acreage rather than the names of the
patent owners. The names of the patent owners could and apparently did change depending on any
number of circumstances. But it seems that the deeds themselves most often refer to patent acreage, for
example, “commonly called the 8000 acre tract.” I got stuck on the proprietor names associated with
the patent, when I should have stayed focused on the patent acreage.
Still in all, research that appears to have been unproductive (ie, produces little to no evidence that
pertains to the research question) is not a waste. The effort to locate and map the Gillespy properties in
early NY highlights the bread crumbs left by the movements of the Gillespy clan in those early years.
Even though we can't yet pinpoint the exact properties that were owned by Samuel Gillespy and David
Hunter, knowing the properties were likely in the area of Searsburgh is useful Each point on the map
gives us a specific place to look closer for more clues. Looking closely and carefully is the key.
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Appendix A. My Wild Goose Chase
When someone is on a “wild goose chase,” they are pursuing something that seems to be pointless or unattainable.
It’s believed that this phrase’s origin is rooted in some type of 16th century horse racing. Apparently, back then, a “wild
goose chase” was a horse race in which the lead rider would be pursued by other riders, which is said to be similar to how
geese flying in a formation will follow the one in the lead. However, the rules and details of this sort of race don’t seem to
be very clear; the opinions on it vary.8

Note: This section describes some of my genealogy investigative process and how easily it can turn
into meandering. While the process itself is always educational, and some new insights were found in
this case, this particular round of research yielded no helpful evidence for the research question
presented here. Still, the process is how we eventually get there.
With an eye on the research question, Where were the 8 lots acquired by Gillespy and Hunter?, the
preliminary answer seems to be:
•
•
•
•

Ulster county
Montgomery precinct
part of an 8K tract formerly granted to Allen Jarret, Jacobus Bruyn, and others
part of Lot No. 7

The rub is this: the only 8K-acre tact of land that I know about in Montgomery Precinct was the Philip
Schuyler patent. Who the heck was the Allen Jarret who had an 8K-acre tract?
Asking this question started the wild goose chase. Tally ho! Here is all the ground I have covered in
my meanderings going nowhere:
1. A search for Allane Jarrat brought up his name in association with the Harrison Patent. This
5K-acre patent was originally granted to Francis Harrison, Oliver Schuyler and Allen Jarret!
The name of Oliver Schuyler was dropped and six others were added for Oliver Schuyler's part:
Philips, Clarke, Lansing, Wileman, Bruyn, and Sharpas. So now I have the patentee names of
Jarrat and Bruyn that I am looking for in the Gillespy/Hunter deeds, but associated with a 5kacre patent, not an 8K-acre patent. The two patents did, however, border each other. Hmmmm.
2. Next I went to look for James Miller, the person who bought 147 acres of Lot No. 7 from
Gillespy and Hunter. The only James Miller in Montgomery, Ulster, NY in the 1790 census had
neighbors of the names: James White, Christopher Moule, Matthew Clearwater, and Jacob
Newkirk, among others – all names that are spelled out in the partition of Harrison tract, those
lands west of the Walkill. OK! So the lot that Gillespy and Hunter sold to Miller must have
been in Harrison Patent, and I just don't yet understand why the Gillespy/Hunter deeds refer to
an 8K-acre patent when the Harrison Patent contained 5K acres. Follow-up notes:
•

Found no other UC deeds for James Miller to further identify the property.

•

Didn't once consider, as I should have, that the James Miller in the 1790 census of
Montgomery was a different guy from the one who bought from Gillespy/Hunter in 1787.

8 Know Your Phrase
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3. Then I churned for a couple days staring at old maps trying to figure out where Miller was
actually living in 1790. This effort was not only blinding, but seemingly fruitless, and it caused
me to wonder what the ancestors did without Tylenol.
4. I went back to review the accounts of early settlements in the histories of Orange County.9
While it was affirming to read that Capt. Allan Jarrat was a deputy surveyor, I found the patent
descriptions in the two historical accounts rather confusing:
•

First is the description of the Harrison Patent, granted in 1722. Neither history describes
how many acres were contained in this patent, but we know from other documentation that
the Harrison patent around Montgomery was 5K acres on both sides of the Walkill River.
It sounds to me like the Harrison Patent, or at least parts of it, was mostly a German
settlement. Both histories talk about “the east side of Goshen Road leading south from
Montgomery” and one history adds “opposite the road which runs towards the Walkill
between the lands of Hasbrouck Decker and Peter Miller.” The village was apparently
known as Germantown.
A 1798 map of Montgomery Precinct shows a German Church on the west side of the
Walkill River, which implies to me a German settlement on the west side of the river, and
which seems a bit contrary to the historical description.

•

Secondly, both histories describe a grant of 10K acres settled by a company consisting of
Johannes Mingus, his son, and Matthias Miltzbagh. Mingus built a mill at Ward's bridge
which became the nucleus of the village.
The description of a 10K grant undoubtedly refers to the Jeremiah Schuyler Patent. This
patent was partitioned in 1733 into 20 lots that were assigned between Jacobus Van
Cortlandt, Adolph Philipse, Ballard Beckford, and William Sharpas.10 The memorandum on
the map showing the lot partitions further states: “The lot of 200 acres of land, not
numbered, at or near the Mill of Mingus not being this partition and division.”

Here is a clip from the aforementioned map. The unnumbered lot along the river and on the
southern boundary of the patent is where the Mingus Mill must have been located.

9 History of Orange County, New York with Illustrations and Biographical Sketches; Ruttenber and Clark; Philadelphia;
1881, pp. 371-372.
History of Orange County, New York; Russel Headley; Middletown, NY; 1909.
10 A Map or Chart of the Partition and Division of A Tract of Ten thousand Acres of Land lying in Ulster County upon and
near the Paltz River or Creek, Granted by Letters Patent and under the Great Seal of the Province of New York the
Second day of January 1719 ; unto Jeremiah Schuyler, Jacobus Van Cortlandt, Frederick Philipse, William Sharpas and
Isaac Bobin and Since by Sundry Mesne Conveyances the whole become the Property of the said Jacobus Van Cortlandt,
William Sharpas and of Adolph Philipse and Ballard Beckford Esqrs. Date of map includes Memorandum on 12 Nov
1733 made Partition and Division and signed by the lot subscribers. NY Public Library; research by Merrill Loechner.
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This map provides a lot of clarity for me, not having previously realized that the Jeremiah
Schuyler patent extended down as far as Montgomery. Indeed, it did, so deed references around
Montgomery to a 10K-acre tract are no longer as confusing to me.
•

Now we get to the third point that has bothered me the most. Both historical accounts refer to a
5K-acre tract granted to Schuyler & Co, first settled by Jeronimous Weller & Co. in 1721. Here
is part of a letter written to Jacobus Bruyn, Esq. and Capt. Allane Jarrat, signed by Geo. Clarke,
Adolph Philipse, Will. Sharpas and J.V. Cortland. Note that all of these names were proprietors
of the Harrison 5K-acre patent.
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My questions just keep multiplying:
◦ How were proprietors of the 5K-acre patent giving direction about how to settle the 10Kacre patent?
◦ Was the contiguous 5K-acre patent the same as the Harrison 5K-acre patent? If so, why did
the historical account call it the tract granted to Schuyler & Co.?
At this point, I started sending inquiries to mailing lists like the Orange County Genealogical Society,
which provided some helpful support. Based on their source suggestions,11 I subsequently devoted
some focused time studying the timelines and details of the patents in question here. In the end,
however, the exercise of reviewing the historical accounts generated more questions than answers, and
knowing that historical accounts are often fraught with error, I realized I could not use these sources to
answer the question of how Gillespie/Hunter acquired land from an 8K-acre patent owned by Allan
Jarrat and others.

11 Calendar of N. Y. colonial manuscripts - indorsed land papers ; in the office of the Secretary of State of New York. 16431803; 1863.
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