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Introduction

In my recent research looking into possible genetic connections to Dutch families,1 I came upon a new 
source:

Minisink Valley Reformed Dutch Church Records, edited with Introduction by Royden 
Woodward Vosburgh, Collections of the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society, Vol. 
V, New York, 1913; Facimile Reprint, Heritage Books, Bowie, MD, 1992.

On a whim, I searched for Williams, the maiden surname of my gggg-grandmother, Catherine, aka 
Caty, wife of Joseph O. Crane.  I was surprised with the results!  There was a John Williams who 
married Lea Decker in 1742.  He was of Old England and lived in Fishkill at the time of marriage; she 
was b. Esopus (Kingston) and lived in Bucks County.  

John and Lea had a son named Johannes baptized in 1745 witnessed by the Decker grandparents.  I find
no other “official” record of John Williams Jr.  However, on 25 Nov 1766, a John Williams and Wyntje 
Van Winkelen baptized a daughter named Cate, witnessed by Peter Middag and Deborah Middag.  I 
believe this baptism is part of those noted as “Names of children baptized across the mountain.”  My 
thoughts are:

• John Williams in the 1766 baptism record of Cate Williams could be Johannes Williams, son of 
John Williams and Lea Decker who was baptized in 1745.

• Cate Williams' birth in 1766 qualifies her as a candidate for my gggg-grandmother!

This article will explore the family group of John Williams and Lea Decker to see if it's reasonable to 
consider them as clues to breaking the long-standing Crane-Williams brick wall.

1 “My Maternal DNA and Maybe I'm Dutch?; by M.A. Schaefer, 14 October 2020.
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John Williams Sr. & Lea Decker

This John Williams is widely identified in public family trees as having been associated with as a 
United Empire Loyalist (UEL).  He supposedly died in 1787 in Ernestown, Addington, Ontario, 
Canada.  Ernestown was a Loyalist settlement, and indeed the place was renamed to Loyalist in 1998.  
In addition, John and Lea are attributed with having had a son named Armstrong Williams.  He is also 
listed as UEL and as having moved to Ernestown. 

According to various sources,2 John Williams, as well as William Rogers, his son-in-law, lived in 
Saratoga, NY, having joined the British in 1781 and later relocating to Ontario.

At the moment, I see no evidence to support that the John Williams who married Lea Decker in 
Minisink Valley in 1742 was the same person to make a claim for UEL benefits.  However, there may 
be some evidence to support that John Williams stayed in the U.S.  A 1797 survey of property that had 
belonged to Broer Decker in Delaware Twp, Northampton (later Pike), PA showed that his neighbor to 
the south was John Williams.  Given that Broer's daughter, Lea, married a John Williams, that seems 
too much a coincidence.  More research is pending.3

As for the question of whether John Williams Sr. was a Rebel or a Loyalist, I like to think I am keeping 
an open mind on this question.  For reference, I looked for records of any John Williams in 
Revolutionary War Rolls – there were plenty:

• New York:  341 records

• New Jersey:  491 records

• Pennsylvania:  264 records

As for the children of John Sr. and Lea, we have baptism records of the following:

• Samuel, b 1743

• Johannes, b 1745

• Rachel, b 1747

• Ezekial, b 1754

The John Williams from Saratoga who made the UEL claim moved to Canada before the war was over. 
So if he was the same person as the John Williams who married Lea Decker, his children who were 
baptized in the Minisink Valley area would have been in their 30s and 40s – adults who were probably 
married before John Sr. moved.  The following sections give summaries of these Williams children to 
look for any evidence of their political sway and whether any of them also made the move to Canada.

2 Just one example:  Fraser, Alexander. [United Empire Loyalists]: Second Report of the Bureau of Archives for the 
Province of Ontario. Toronto, Canada: L. K. Cameron, 1905. (available ancestry.com); p. 1904.

3 “A Research Report about John Williams Sr.” by M.A. Schaefer; 22 October 2020.
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Samuel Williams

Samuel was baptized 19 Oct 1743, and the witnesses to his baptism were Antony Swartwort and Rachel
Decker.4   On 20 Apr 1769, the DRC church records show that a Samuel Williams married Lydia 
Cortregt (various spellings, including Cortright).  The same church records show that Samuel and 
Lydia had these children:

• John Williams, b 13 Jul 1770, m Elizabeth Cortright in 1796 in Sussex, New Jersey.  Elizabeth
was the daughter of Samuel Cortright, the previously-mentioned Lydia Cortright's brother.  John
and Elizabeth had at least two children, daughters, the last recorded in 1800.  Because we don't 
have NJ census for this time period, we can't readily verify that John Williams was living there 
and for how long.  Possibly, he was the John Williams in the 1793 militia list of Sandyston.  
Haven't been able to follow this line farther.

• Samuel Williams, bap 7 Jun 1772,  no witnesses listed.  He was possibly the Samuel Williams 
found in the 1793 militia list of Sandyston.  I have some speculation that he married somebody 
named Catherine who was found in the 1830 census of Walpack.  Her possible children include 
John (b ~1805), Samuel H (b ~1815), and Thomas A (b ~1817), and maybe Daniel (b ~1821)

• Jacobus Williams, bap 14 Jun 1775, wit Jacobus and Antje Westbrook5, m 9 Mar 1798 Rhoda 
Heath (or a similar surname) in Sussex, New Jersey.  He was listed as son of Samuel Williams, 
dec.  She was listed as granddaughter of N. Tellman.  They were both of Sandiston, 
(Sandyston), Sussex, New Jersey.

Subsequent records show that Jacobus was known as James Williams.  We have baptisms for 
two daughters, Sarah (1800) and Lydia (1801).  James Williams died 30 Apr 1849 and he was 
buried in Hainsville, Sussex, New Jersey with his wife, Rhoda, and a daughter, Jane, who had 
died in 1827.

Daniel Williams, 1808-1899, is also believed to be a son of James and Rhoda.  He lived a long 
life, mostly in Lackawaxen, Pike, PA as a canal worker.  He married Eleanor Laney Decker, and
they had many children.

• Margaree Williams, bap 1 Nov 1780, no witnesses listed.  She married 28 Nov 1798 to William 
Allison, they were both of Sandiston, Sussex, New Jersey.  I think this couple lived in Virgil, 
Cortland, NY, and ended up in McLean, Tompkins, NY.  However, most trees I've seen are 
pretty mixed up, mostly because, I think, the Allison surname was really Ellison or the surname 
morphed from Allison to Ellison.  Either way, the ELLISON family includes several children 
including Samuel (born NJ), Betsy Ann, Lydia, and William John.

As we can see, it appears that Samuel Williams, son of John Williams and Lea Decker, stayed in New 
Jersey, at least through the baptism of Margaree in 1780.  I suppose it's possible that Samuel went to 
Canada, but clearly his children, the ones we know about, did not.  Samuel died some time before 1798
when James and Margaree married (as noted in their marriage records).  I don't know (yet) what 
became of Lydia Cortregt.

4 Antony was possibly Antony Swartout 1722-1755, son of Barnardus Coobes Swartout and Margariet Grietjen Decker, 
the latter was an aunt of Lea Decker.  Rachel Decker might have been Lea's twin sister.  Also, this Anthony and his 
family were also supposedly murdered by the Indians, taking further note that Anthony was a British officer (Major).

5 I haven't yet determined their relationship to the parents.  Capt. Benjamin Westbrook was living in Sandyston until 1763 
when he was killed by Indians.  His wife, Catharina, was also born a Westbrook, and they had several children.
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It should be noted that I don't find immediately identifiable Revolutionary records that might pertain to 
Samuel.  

The next child born to John Williams Sr. and Lea Decker was Johannes, but I'm going to save the 
review of his life to last.

Rachel Williams

Rachel was baptized 23 Jul 1749, and the witnesses to her baptism were Hendricus and Jannetje 
Decker.6   On 1 Dec 1769, Rachel married Daniel Decker, both were of Delaware Twp, PA.  They had 
two daughters before 1776.  There are mixed ideas about this Daniel Decker.  Some trees say that he 
died in 1812.  Some say that he died in 1775 and Rachel remarried to Johannes Van Etten.  There are 
certainly a number of church records pertaining to Johannes Van Etten and Rachel Williams, so I tend 
to think that our Rachel did indeed remarry.  

Johannes and Rachel lived in Milford, Pike, PA, and had a number of children.  Rachel died in 1812 
and Johannes in 1815, and they are both buried in Milford.  

It's worth noting that Johannes Van Etten was a noted Captain in the PA militia during the Revolution. 

Also worth noting is that Rachel was of Delaware Twp, PA when she married, the same place where 
Broer Decker had a land warrant, and where one John Williams was a neighbor.

Ezekial Williams

Ezekial was baptized 23 Mar 1755, and the witnesses to his baptism were Ezekial Decker7 and Johanna
van Tilburgh.  It appears that Ezekial married Lidea Westbrook and baptisms show one daughter born 
1788.  At this point, I don't know what became of this family group, but there is some suggestion that 
he might have relocated to Owego, Tioga, NY where he died around 1804.  It appears that one or more 
of his descendants might have remained in the Tioga area – more research would be needed.

There was also an Ezekial Williams who married a Sarah Crane in Essex, New Jersey on 18 Jan 1807; 
they were both of Elizabeth.  There's no way to know at the moment if there is any connection between 
these people and our current research. 

Johannes Williams

Johannes was baptized 23 Nov 1745, and the witnesses to his baptism were Broer Decker and Anneke 
Van Etten (his maternal grandparents).  The only other church record that we might associate with this 
person is a baptism record on 25 Nov 1766 for a girl named Cate born to John Williams and Wyntje 
Van Winkelen.  The witnesses were Peter and Debora Middag.

The central question here is:

Was John Williams in the 1766 baptism record of Cate Williams the same person as Johannes 
Williams, son of John Williams and Lea Decker?

6 Hendricus Decker was the uncle of Lea Decker, and Jannetje was probably his wife.
7 Lea Decker also had an uncle named Ezekial Decker.
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We don't know.  The child named Johannes Williams born in 1745 might not have survived to 
adulthood for all we know.  But if he had survived, and he was the one to marry Wyntje Van Winkel, he
would have been 21 years old when Cate Williams was born.

Who was Wyntje Van Winkelen?  She was apparently the daughter of Alexander Van Winkel and Antje 
Rosencrans.  The Van Winkels were supposedly from Passaic county, New Jersey, which explains why 
there are not many records of them in the Minisink Valley.  It does appear, however, that at least one 
son of Alexander Van Winkel, Jacob (aka James), fought for PA in the Revolution.

Who were the witnesses to Cate Williams' baptism, Peter and Debora Middag?  At this point, we don't 
know if there was any familial relationship between them and John Williams or Wyntje Van Winkel.  
But we do know that Peter Middag and his wife Debora Schoonhoven appear in the same Minisink 
church records baptizing a son there in 1762.  However, in November 1776, Peter and his wife sold 
their farm in Wantage, Orange, NY,  8     9 and apparently, they subsequently moved to Canada!  I think this 
indicates that this Middag family group were likely Loyalists.

But what does that say about John Williams who was married to Wyntje Van Winkel?  The Middags 
were at least acquaintances of the Williams, and likely they were friendly if the Middags were asked to 
witness the baptism of Cate Williams.  There is definitely the suggestion here, in my mind, that this 
John Williams was a Loyalist sympathizer.

In addition, I find it curious that all the sponsors/witnesses to the children of John Williams Sr. and Lea 
Decker were Lea's relations.  I think that could indicate that John Williams did not have any immediate 
family in the area.

Cate Williams

Cate Williams is really the subject I'm interested in.  Was the person born in 1766 and baptized in 
Walpeck, daughter of John Williams and Wyntje Van Winkel, the same person who married Joseph Ors 
Crane and lived in Wantage?  The Crane-Williams marriage is thought to have occurred around 1785, 
and baptisms of their children occurred at the Clove DRC in Wantage from 1791-1799.  Again, because
there are no federal census records of New Jersey from 1790-1820, other sparse records can give us 
only a sketchy picture of the residents who lived in and around Wantage.  According to a 1793 militia 
list of Wantage, among the residents were:

• Joseph O. Crain

• Thomas Crain (thought to be Joseph's brother)

• John Williams

Of these, I've found further record of Thomas Crain and John Williams in Sussex County deeds (up to 
1817).  

8 New York, Orange County Deeds, C-534, Middag to Zachariah Drake, 55 acres, neighbors were Johannes Decker and 
Jacob Middagh.

9 Today, Wantage belongs to Sussex County, NJ, but that area has an interesting history.  See “Historic Wantage Township 
Map Finally Released”; by Jennie Sweetman, New Jersey Herald, 31 March 2019.  This article talks about how the area 
of Wantage at one time extended as far as Johnstown, NY.  The article also mentions a border war between New York 
and New Jersey, which is further explained in another article, “N.Y. - N. J. Border War to be Revisited May 19” by New 
Jersey Herald, 4 May 2013.
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Among the names in the 1793 militia list of next-door Sandyston:

• William Van Winkle

• Samuel Williams (oldest son of John Williams and Lea Decker)

• John Williams (believed to be Samuel's oldest son)

How much do we wish the NJ federal censuses had survived?

What is the Story?

What follows are my speculations about how the various pieces of evidence might fit together.  But 
first, I think we need to understand the mood of New Jersey as pertains to the Rebels and their cause 
for American independence.  This source10 gives some enlightening perspective:

“Possibly one-third of the population [New Jersey] was aiding the British cause in some 
manner.  One-third at least during the period 1776-1778, when the American prospects were 
bleak probably neither participated in the war nor cared who won.  Thus, roughly two-thirds of 
the people of revolutionary New Jersey were not engaged in winning American independence.”

I think this is an important point to understand.  But what about allegiances within a family group?

“.... few families divided their allegiance.  Fathers generally determined the position their older 
sons would take in the conflict.”

“On the other hand, in families where there was no paternal influence sons showed no definite 
pattern in the choice of sides. …. It seems that once the father in each family had died, loyalties 
were more often individually determined and based primarily on political views.”

OK, not everybody wanted to be free from England.  In New Jersey, 1/3 did, 1/3 didn't, and 1/3 didn't 
care.  God Bless America.  Most followed the viewpoint of the male head of the family group, but if 
there was no such male, the political views of different family members could vary.

About John Williams Sr.

So let's imagine John Williams Sr. who married Lea Decker in 1742.  Based on Lea's birth year, I have 
estimated John's birth year as 1722.  We know from the marriage record that he was from Old England. 
But not all English colonists were on the side of England.  How did John Williams Sr. feel about the 
push for independence from the King?  We don't know.

What are the options about John Williams Sr.'s life after 1754 when we last see a church record 
involving him (Ezekial's birth)?

• Perhaps John Williams Sr. died in or around NY/NJ/PA in the years following.  Maybe he died 
from a cause not having to do with the Revolution, or maybe he died as either a Rebel or a 
Loyalist involved in one of many skirmishes in New Jersey.11  As for Lea, we know that she had
died before 1777 when her father, Broer Decker died.  Broer's will mentioned the heirs of his 
daughter, Lea, deceased, without mentioning John Williams.  

10 New Jersey's Loyalists, by Dennis P. Ryan, New Jersey Historical Commission, 1975.
11 Battles and Skirmishes in New Jersey of the American Revolution, by David C. Munn, New Jersey Bureau of Geology 

and Topography, 1976.
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• Perhaps John Williams Sr. moved to Canada when the Revolution started or as it progressed. 
By 1780, his wife Lea had died, and his children, the ones we know about, were grown or 
nearly grown, and each of them made the decision for themselves to stay or go.  It looks to me 
like they stayed, although to my mind, it looks like they may have remained neutral.  I don't see 
much indication that the descendants of John Williams Sr. and Lea Decker were American 
patriots.

• Perhaps John Williams Sr. lived a long life in Sussex County, New Jersey or the surrounding 
area.  Because of the gap in records, he could have lived right under our research noses and still 
be unaccounted for in our history.  Oh, the invisible ancestor.

About John Williams Jr.

And now we have a John Williams, possibly the same person as Johannes Williams, son of John Sr. and
Lea Decker.  The witnesses for the baptism of Cate Williams in 1766 sold their farm in Wantage, 
(Orange, NY, later Sussex, New Jersey) 10 years later and apparently relocated to Canada.  Maybe this 
John, maybe John Williams Jr., was a British sympathizer even though the rest of his siblings were 
seemingly neutral.  We can imagine that if John Sr., the father figure, was not around, his children were
free to determine for themselves what they thought about the Revolution.  John Jr. might have had 
reasons to support the British even though he married a Dutch woman whose family was apparently 
interested in independence.  It's hard to know.

But now let's also imagine John Williams Jr. and consider the possibility that he also died fairly early.  
We can say the same thing we said for John Sr:  Maybe he died from a cause not having to do with the 
Revolution, or maybe he died as a Rebel or a Loyalist involved in one of many skirmishes in New 
Jersey.  What if that happened AND Wyntje Van Winkle also died early?  What would have become of 
Cate Williams?

See also my article A Research Report About John Williams Jr.

About Cate Williams

It's certainly worth it to starting hunting around in guardianship probate records.  If John Williams Jr. 
was the son of an Englishman, I'm guessing that the American court might have looked to the family of
his wife, Wyntje Van Winkel, for support of any Williams orphans.  I don't know a lot about the Van 
Winkel family group, but it appears from MVRDC records that Alexander Van Winkel had married 
Antjen Rosenkranz, and the Rosenkranz family was well established on both sides of the Delaware 
River in Bucks/Northampton/ Pike County, PA and Sussex County, NJ.  Maybe Cate grew up with her 
Dutch grandparents' family.

All of this is a bit of a stretch if we are imagining that Joseph Ors Crane, origins unknown, married 
Catherine Caty Williams, and this couple started having children in 1788.  Alot of research has gone 
into the Crane side of things, with only small advancements in our understanding based on DNA 
matches of other Cranes.12  We know that Joseph O. Crane was in Wantage in 1793,13 and that Joseph 
and Catherine Williams baptized three children at the Clove Dutch Reformed Church in Wantage up to 
1799.  That's it.  Except that Joseph and Cate named one of their older sons John W. Crane.  Was the 

12 New Findings in Crane DNA Matches, M.A. Schaefer, 8 October 2020.
13 His name appears on a militia list in Wantage in 1793.  Notably, there was also a John Williams in the same place at that 

time.
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name John Williams Crane, named for Cate's father, John Williams?14  That name association is a 
viable clue, in my opinion.

If Cate had Dutch family, it makes me wonder if there were other Dutch families in Wantage?  There 
were, of course.  For reference, here are some Dutch names of interest in the 1793 militia list of 
Wantage:

• Brink:  Abm., Jno., Samue, Simon

• Courtright:  Bastean, Jacob, Soloman

• Decker:  Saml. son of Saml., Abm, Bodowine, Frederick, Jacob, James, Jonan, Jos., Michael, 
Peter, Simon, Wm

• Other surnames include Schoonover, Van Auken, Vanetter, Westbrook, Westfall

Also worth noting, Peter Decker is thought to have been the first white settler of Wantage.15  The 
village of Deckertown was part of Wantage until 1891 when it became its own borough.   Samuel 
Decker was known to be the oldest and largest proprietor of the area, and Peter Decker, Samuel's 
brother, also ran a shop there.  Over strong protests, the name of Deckertown was changed to Sussex in 
1902.  Sussex is 3.5 miles from the town that is today called Wantage. 

Afterthoughts

Here's my thinking.  Joseph O. Crane and Caty Williams might have been living in Wantage because of
connections to Caty's Dutch family.  There were no Rosencrans in the area, at least not in the 1793 
militia list of Wantage, but there were plenty of Deckers.  How does this line up with my recent 
mtDNA studies?  It all seems to point to Dutch ancestry, which could really only be coming through 
either Joseph O. Crane or Caty Williams, and at the moment, it looks like Caty Williams may be the 
source of Netherlands DNA.  But there is still more to learn. 

My mantra remains:  Research Continues.

14 John W. Crane also had a son, John W. Crane  1816-1910.  His death certificate in Michigan appears to say his name was
John William Crane, but I think there's a good chance that William was actually Williams.

15 History of Sussex and Warren Counties, New Jersey, Compiled by James P. Snell, Everts & Peck: Philadelphia, 1881., p.
289
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