
Another Crane Study

What Have I Learned?
by M.A. Schaefer
Boulder, CO

This research report is somewhat abbreviated because I have not had time to fully document all my 
sources and elaborate on my analysis.  Nevertheless, I want to leave the trail of this research because I 
think it could be important.

Because there are a growing number of DNA matches between me and other known Crane testers and 
those who trace to Samuel Crane of Bridport, Vermont, I wanted to focus on Samuel Crane in Vermont.
As has been noted in my previous research, it has been shown that several families from Hanover, 
Morris, New Jersey made the move to the area of Bridport Vermont.  So I concentrated on those 
families in Addison County, Vermont who had originated from Morris County, New Jersey, and then 
backing up to study those families in Morris County, New Jersey.

Although I have not yet come to any conclusions, I am encouraged by this line of research.  Families 
from Morris County, New Jersey clearly made their way to Vermont.  For those who remained in NJ, 
the path from Pequannock to Deckertown is about 30 miles.  The Cranes that I have studied here do not
seem to be accounted for in other Crane genealogies that have attempted to be comprehensive.  It 
seems entirely possible that my ancestor, Joseph O. Crane, was related to one of these undocumented 
Crane families with relations who made their way to Vermont while he made his way to Wantage.  

Research continues.
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Vermont

• The earliest record of Samuel Crane in Addison (twp) in 1806 involved: 

◦ Phineas Kitchell to Otis Pond

▪ Phineas Kitchell was of Hanover, Morris, New Jersey.1  He was the nephew of Abigail 
Kitchell who married Edmund Crane.2

◦ Otis Pond to Samuel Crane

▪ Otis Pond was of MA or NH.  He followed his father, Samuel Pond, to Vermont.  Otis 
Pond married Polly Crane, apparently shortly before the date of this deed.  It's at least 
possible that Polly Crane and Samuel Crane were siblings.  It should further be noted 
that the daughter of Otis and Polly, Mary Ann Pond, later married the oldest son of 
Samuel Crane, Ezra.3 

• The next deed record involving Samuel Crane occurred in 1812.  Together with Samuel 
Southard and Silas Daniels, Samuel Crane bought 160 acres in Addison Twp from men named 
Booth who were from New Milford, Litchfield, CT.  Samuel Crane later bought out the interests
of the other two for this property.

◦ Samuel Southard was likely the son of Benjamin Southard (the older) who also came from 
Hanover, NJ4 and he settled in Bridport.  Some family trees claim that Benjamin Southard 
the older married Hannah Crane, but I have not found any evidence of Hanna's maiden 
name.  Nevertheless, Samuel Crane's connection with the Southard family is another 
connection to Morris County, New Jersey.

• Other Vermont documents show the continuing relationship between Samuel Crane and Otis 
Pond.  At one point, they went to jail together over a debt they owed, and property of Otis Pond 
was sold to pay that debt.

• Jesse and Asa Crane.  These two were brothers, and they are mentioned in an appendix of the 
Crane genealogy, their father uncertain.  Both were from Hanover, New Jersey.  Jesse came to 
Vermont first, followed later by Asa.  It should be noted they both settled in Bridport, which is 
not the twp where Samuel Crane lived (Addison twp).

At least two researchers who descend from the line of this Asa Crane have speculated that Jesse 
and Asa may have been the youngest children of Edmund Crane and Abigail Kitchell.  Edmund 
Crane died in 1762 and he did leave a will, which did not name Jesse and Asa.  However, it may
be that Jesse and Asa were born after the will was written, something we can't know until we 

1 The name of Phineas Kitchell was found in Hanover tax lists from 1783-1797
2 The oldest son of Edmund and Abigail, Stephen, is the one who moved to Goshen.  The children of their grandson, 

Benjamin, are the ones who later moved into Wantage, Sussex, New Jersey.
In addition, the daughter of Edmund and Abigail, Rhoda, married Isaac Pierson.  At least one DNA match has been 
found to me and my cousin (DB) who descends from this line.

3 Several DNA matches appear from descendants of Ezra Crane (son of Samuel Crane) and Mary Ann Pond (daughter of 
Polly Crane Pond), but it's not clear if both sides are carrying the same Crane DNA.

4 The name of Benjamin Southard was found in the 1783 Hanover tax lists.
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locate the actual will and possibly some probate records.  However, the speculation is that 
Edmund's widow, Abigail, who was significantly younger than Edmund, went with her youngest
children to live with her brother, John Kitchell.  When some of John's children, namely Abigail 
(Wood), Matthew, and Phineas, later removed to Bridport, perhaps Jesse and Asa Crane 
followed them because they had grown up in or near the John Kitchell household.  This 
speculation seems entirely possible to me.

However, even if this speculation is true, we can't say how Jesse and Asa Crane were related to 
Samuel Crane of Addison, if at all.  What we can say is that:

• Jesse and Asa Crane represent another connection back to Morris County, New Jersey.  

• A daughter of Asa Crane, Phebe, married Moses Southard, a son of Benjamin Southard 
the older, mentioned earlier.  This also implies a familiarity between Southards and 
Cranes.

• I have found two DNA matches who trace back to this Asa Crane,5 which tells me that 
Jessie & Asa Crane, Samuel Crane, and my Cranes of Sussex had something in 
common.

• Arzah Crane.  This Crane is the only other one who lived in the vicinity of Samuel Crane during
the years Samuel lived in Addison.  Arzah, 1772-1861, appears to have been the youngest son 
of Joseph Crane and Esther Belden, Joseph – a judge and a physician –  having been born in 
Fairfield, CT and having died in Putnam County, NY.  Arzah, who was documented in the 
Crane genealogy, appears to have lived in Chittenden county, Vermont for several decades 
before settling in Addison around 1820 – a time well after Samuel Crane had settled there.  I 
have so far not found any connection between Samuel Crane and this Arzah Crane.  

New Jersey

• Several unidentified Cranes were recorded in/around Pequannock6 (part of which was later 
Rockaway, formed 1844) starting in 1758.7  Names include David, Joseph, Phineas, Abraham, 
and John.  As far as I can tell, these families have not been associated with other Cranes found 
in documented Crane genealogy.

• A Samuel Crane was associated with Abraham Kitchell and the forge at White Meadow (some 
time between 1774 and 1784).  Abraham Kitchell was the father of Abigail Kitchell who 
married Edmund Crane.  Several mortgages were taken by a Samuel Crane from 1776-1786, the
same years that White Meadow history reported that a Samuel Crane tried to acquire the forge 
there.

• A John Crane, possibly the son of Edmund and Abigail Crane, lived in Pompton (Bergen 
county, then Passaic), and owned property near the Paterson-Hamburg Turnpike (now Hwy 23) 
and near the county border with Morris).  His relations lived in West Milford (Passaic), but 
several relocated to Vernon, Sussex.

5 Users Kimberly M and Kristi matthews.
6 Large twp north of Hanover twp.
7 NJSA Early Land Records.
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Discussion

It seems apparent that Samuel Crane of Addison, Vermont had associations with families who migrated 
to the same area of Vermont from the same area of Morris County, New Jersey, specifically from the 
area of Hanover.  It might have been coincidence, but we must still take note.

While it seems obvious to focus on Crane families who lived in Hanover twp over those who lived in 
Pequannock twp, I am nevertheless drawn to those who were found in Pequannock because: 

• the Cranes found there appear to be unaccounted for in other Crane genealogies, 

• the given names of this group are also seen in my Crane families, specifically, Joseph, Samuel, 
and John, and to some degree, David,

• the strong involvement of Abraham Kitchell in this area of New Jersey given the repeated 
connections found between Kitchell and Crane families in both New Jersey and Vermont.

So I have tracked these various Crane families, mostly those who lived in the vicinity of what is today 
Farny State Park.  I have learned a great deal about this area and the Crane families who lived there.  
But there is no obvious answer to questions about how they were related to each other (though it's clear
they must have been), or how they might have been related to Samuel Crane of Addison, or to my 
Crane families of Wantage.  All I can say is that it's 20 miles between Charlotteburg and Deckertown, 
and the route seems like an obvious way for any Crane who had previously lived in eastern New Jersey
to get to Wantage.

With that said, I must also remark how many times the name of Edmund Crane has popped up during 
the course of this research.  He is a Crane who is documented as having lived in Morris County.  
Edmund's oldest son, Stephen, is the one who relocated to Goshen, and his grandson, Benjamin, is the 
one whose sons migrated back into Sussex county after 1800.  We even have two DNA matches who 
trace to this line of Goshen Cranes.8  It seems to me that the family group of Edmund Crane and 
potentially those of his siblings might be an area upon which to focus.

8 User “Allie Austin”is a low match to both Shari and Bruce.

Schaefer, September 2021 genealojist@gmail.com Page 4 of 4

mailto:genealojist@gmail.com

	Another Crane Study
	What Have I Learned?
	Vermont
	New Jersey
	Discussion


