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Introduction

This article is about a man named John Williams, a particular individual who may or may not have had 
connection to my ancestor, Catherine aka Caty Williams who married Joseph Ors Crane.  The Cranes 
had children baptized at the Clove Dutch Reformed Church (DRC) in Wantage, Sussex, New Jersey 
from 1788-1799.

I am specifically interested in the individual named John Williams in this record:

11 Aug 1742  John Williams, y. m., b. at Briston, Old England, lived at Fishkill, Dutchess Co., 
and Lea Decker, y. d., b. at Esopus, lived in Bucks Co.1

It should be noted that this marriage record is from the Walpack Dutch Reformed Church, Walpack, 
Sussex, New Jersey, for which the first edifice was erected in 1741.  Two children of John and Lea 
were baptized at the Walpack DRC, and two others were recorded in the Minisink-Machackemack 
DRCs.

• Samuel Williams, 19 Oct 1743 • wits were Antony Swartwort and Rachel Decker.  Perhaps 
Rachel was Lea's sister.  As for Antony, there was an Anthony Swartwort whose family was 
murdered by Indians in 1756.  It's hard to know if this Anthony was the same person.  If so, the 
Anthony Swartwort who was murdered had married a Decker and was a British officer.

• Johannes Williams, 24 Nov 1745 • wits were Broer Decker and Anneke Van Etten his wife 
(Lea's parents).  I shall refer to this individual as John Williams Jr. and report on research 
pertaining to him in a separate article.

• Rachel Williams, 23 Jul 1749 • wits were Hendricus and Jannetje Decker; this was Lea's uncle, 
next older brother of Broer.  Hendricus married Jannetje Kortreght.

• Ezekial Williams, 23 Mar 1755 • wits were Ezekial Decker and Johanna van Tilburgh his wf 
(Lea's brother and his wife).

Regarding Lea Decker, we know:

• baptized 19 Sep 1725, Kingston (Esopus), Ulster, NY; daughter of Broer Decker and Annetje 
Van Etten, wits Jan and Lea Van Etten (not sure connection?); twin of Rachel, her wits Ritsert 
Kittel and Rachel Van Etten

• marriage, shown above; noting that record does not state that Lea was a daughter of Broer 
Decker

• death before 1777; will of Broer Decker2 states that the executors should “pay onto the heirs of 
my daughter Leah decd....”, noting no mention of Williams.

Regarding the known children of John Williams and Lea Decker, you can read a summary of each in 
my previous research report.3  It's worth noting that Rachel Williams was of Delaware Twp, PA when 
she married, and the children of Samuel Williams were later associated with Sandyston, Sussex, New 
Jersey.

Aside from the fact that none of John Williams' relatives was present at the baptisms of his children, 
what more can we say about John Williams?  This article explores that question.

1 Minisink Valley Reformed Dutch Church records by Vosburgh, Royden Woodward, ed; Publication date 1913, p. 92.
2 Pennsylvania, Northampton Wills, 1-146.
3 Exploring Williams Connections, M.A. Schaefer, 15 October 2020.
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Notes About Geography

This map shows many of the genealogical points of interest in the Minsink Valley including the farm of
Broer Decker, father of Lea Decker Williams.  Most of the research in this article centers around 
Delaware twp and Lehman twp in Pennsylvania.  The county to which these townships belong has 
changed over time:

• Bucks County, one of the three original counties created by William Penn in 1682.

• Northampton (NH) County, created from part of Bucks 1751, organized 1752.

• Wayne County, created from part of Northampton, 1798

• Pike County, created from part of Wayne, 1814

The following map4 shows the general area being discussed in this article:

4 A map of the Province of New York, with part of Pensilvania, and New England; Contributor Names: Montrésor, John, 
1736-1799, Andrews, Peter, active 1765-1782; Dury, Andrew.  Created / Published:  London, A. Dury, 1775.
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Bucks County Warrant Registers

First, I must credit and thank the following bloggers for their excellent research and reporting:

• Pennsylvania Settlers of the Minisink 1740-1751 by Minisink Valley Genealogy (MVG)

• How to use the Online Land Records at the PA State Archives by Kris Hocker, 3 Jan 2012

The first source even points us right to the first important record about John Williams:

11 Mar 1750  Register,  John Williams, Survey 63 acres, Upper Smithfield (Lehman Twp) 

Here is a clip of the top of that document:

Very interesting!  In turning to the deed records, I did not find any in Bucks County for John Williams, 
but I did find one in Northampton dated 1 May 1753,5 and here is the beginning recitation of that deed:

5 Pennsylvania, Northampton Deeds, C1-468. 
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Several things to note here:

• The John Williams in the 1750 warrant was applying for land in Upper Smithfield adjoining 
Anthony Bunsesden, and the 1753 deed refers to land adjoining Anthony Bonsolar (?).  Both 
Anthonys mentioned were likely the same person.  See the section Clues for more discussion.

• It's so unfortunate that the property description of this transaction was illegible!  But we see that
John was selling an improvement in said township (Upper Smithfield) which adjoined both 
Anthony B. and other property of Brewer Dekker.  Here is what MVG research has to say about
improvements:

An excerpt from the quite useful Land Records Guide of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania:

 "...During William Penn’s proprietorship, much of the land settlement was never recorded 
formally so squatting on land was common practice. Land that had been settled under this 
policy was considered improved land. All other lands vacant were considered unimproved 
lands. In order to regulate the settling of their lands and to retrieve payment from 
squatters who settled before 1754, the Penns [heirs of William] further updated the 
application system, which consisted of a series of documents including application, 
warrant, survey, and patent...." 

• In most deeds I've seen, if the grantor was married, the wife was also listed as a co-grantor, but 
in this case, we see that John Williams is the sole grantor, a schoolmaster.  If this John Williams 
was the one who married Lea Decker, daughter of Broer Decker, shouldn't her name appear on 
this deed?  I'm not sure.  

◦ This record is marked as a Deed Poll rather than a Deed.  A deed poll is made by one party, 
in which the rights of the grantor are transferred to the grantee.  I believe it amounts to a 
quit claim deed.

◦ A wife's name was included as a co-grantor when she was releasing her dower rights to the 
land being sold.  Assuming the John Williams in the 1753 deed was the same person who 
had a wife Lea Decker, daughter of Broer Decker, Lea could stand to inherit back the land 
sold to her father, and so there might be no need to include Lea on the Deed Poll in this 
case.

For these reasons, I think it's possible that this John Williams in the 1753 deed is still the John 
Williams who married Lea Decker, even though Lea's name did not appear in the deed.

• This document was recorded on 16 Apr 1779, 26 years after the initial transaction and 2 years 
after the death of Broer Decker.  The witnesses were Hendricus and Mary Dekker, the latter of 
which appeared before the JP to swear that she had witnessed the deed transaction.  Hendricus 
was the oldest son of Broer.  I'm not sure who Mary was, perhaps Broer's second wife (thought 
to have been Maritje Van Wormers).

• Finally, this deed tells us that Brewer Dekker already had other property that adjoined the 
Williams property.  It turns out the Broer also had a land warrant:

20 Dec 1750  Register, Brewer [Broer] Decker, 100 acres, multiple surveys, Minisincks 
(Lehman/Delaware Twp.)
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Now, let's review the warrant records that apply to John Williams:6

We can see that John Williams applied for 50 acres, but the acreage returned seems to have amounted 
to just over 73 acres.7  The following surveys apply to the John Williams property:

• 26 Sep 1772, survey E-426 & rev.
◦ by John Seely for John Williams in Upper Smithfield, 63 ac, 34p.
◦ Gilbert Van Gorden to the south; west is vacant, north is reference A-52-29, but the 

reference should really be A52-290 & rev. 
◦ I think this record might be telling us that John Williams was still alive in 1772?  See next 

section.
• 10 Nov 1797, survey D8-77 & rev.

◦ land originally surveyed by John Seely for John Williams, resurveyed for the heirs of Jacob 
Decker dec for 10 ac 85p.

◦ The patent went to Cornelius Courtwright.  I'm don't know yet who this individual was, but 
I'm not altogether convinced that he was a relative of John Williams.  I think Cornelius 
might have just been somebody who later acquired the property.

• 10 Nov 1797, survey C46-71 & rev.
◦ this land was originally part of two surveys:  34 ac 62 p in John Williams warrant and 3 ac 

49 p in Brewer Decker Warrant to make 37 ac 111 p resurveyed for Elias Decker.
◦ This patent also went to Cornelius Courtwright.

• 10-14 Nov 1797, Elias Decker, survey BB2-31 (no rev.)
◦ Elias was a son of Broer Decker.
◦ “A draft of two tracts situate in Delaware twp in the county of NH originally surveyed one 

of them to Brewer Decker by warrant dated the 20 Dec 1750 said to contain 159 ac 142 p.  
The other tract surveyed by John Seely to John Williams by warrant dated 11 Mar 1750 said
to contain 63 ac and 34 p.  Resurveyed and divided agreeable to the annexed draft at the 
request and for Johannes Decker, Elias Decker and the heirs of Jacob Decker, dec, 
containing in Brewer Decker's tract 160 ac 100 p. and in John Williams tract 73 ac 30 p and 
the allowance of 6% xxx surveyed from 10-14 Nov 1797 by Geo. Palmer.”

◦ Basically the warrants of Brewer Decker and John Williams were combined and then 
redivided between Elias, Johannes, and the heirs of Jacob.  This occurred November 1797.

• 10 Nov 1797, survey D17-253 & rev.
◦ Patent was given to Abraham, a grandson of Broer Decker, and a son of Johannes Decker.
◦ These 28 acres were resurveyed in 1797 for Johannes Decker “in right of John Williams.”  I 

found this explanation of this term:

6 Pennsylvania, Bucks County, Warrant Registers, p. 93.
7 The 21 acres patented to Elias Decker was part of a survey that combined the lands of both John Williams and Brewer 

Decker.  That survey confirms that the acres that had originally belonged to John Williams amounted to 73 ac 30 p.
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▪ Since the warrantee technically did not own the land they had warranted—that required 
a survey and patent—they could not sell it. Instead, they transferred their rights to that 
land to someone else. Then as long as they followed through on the warrant 
requirements, that person could then request a survey “in right of” the warrantee and 
patent the land in their name.8

▪ So of course, this is confusing.  The terminology seems to tell us that John Williams 
transferred his property to Johannes Decker, who was his brother-in-law.  So far, I don't 
find any record of that, however the 1772 tax list does show that John Decker was taxed 
for 60 cultivated acres and 30 uncultivated acres (noting there was no John Williams in 
the tax lists of either Upper Smithfield or Delaware twps).  

▪ In any case, Johannes Decker died about 1800, and his will mentions his only son, 
Abraham.  The deeds of Wayne County involving Abraham Decker make mention that 
the 28-acre tract was originally surveyed to John Williams.

With all that said, it appears that the John Williams property was located right on the township line 
between Delaware and Lehman.  The Decker and Williams property are notated in the warrantee 
township maps of both townships:

• Delaware – see lower-right
• Lehman – see upper right

1772 Tax Lists

I had already found the 1772 Tax List records for Delaware and Upper Smithfield twps on 
ancestry.com, but was fairly pulling my hair out because there appear to be two versions of the lists in 
the dataset, each with different information, and nothing with an actual date on it.  Once again MVG 
research has proved so helpful, see the blog post, “Delaware & Upper Smithfield Townships 1772 Tax 
Records.”

There's no need for me to repeat the excellent information reported in that blog post, but I will here add
a little more information that appears from the ancestry tax lists.  As pertains to the Deckers listed, the 
following shows how many acres they were taxed for, the first number being cultivated land, the 
second number being uncultivated land:

Benjamin farmer 25 25
Elisha farmer 50 200
Hendricus farmer 20 150
Jacob laborer 2 48
Elias laborer 0 0
Brewer farmer 80 150
Cornelius laborer 0 0
Ezekial laborer 0 0
John farmer 60 25

I think this tax list must have been taken before 1777 when Broer Decker died.  Here are my 
comments:

8 Kris Hocker, article replies 13 Oct 2016, How to Use the Online Land Records at the PA State Archives.
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• I don't know who Benjamin Decker was in this list.
• Elisha seems to have had a lot of land; he supposedly married a Dingman, another nearby 

family, and perhaps he got land that had previously been acquired by them.
• Broer had sold Hendricus 43.5 acres in 1768.9  Hendricus probably accumulated the additional 

land on his own.
• Jacob and John are the other two sons who appear to have had some land.  Perhaps the land of 

John Decker's was indeed acquired from John Williams.  Remember, the land of John Williams 
was surveyed for him in September 1772, even considering that a deed poll was recorded in 
1779 showing that John Williams had transferred his “improvement” to Broer Decker in 1753.

• We should note that none of these tax lists shows the name of John Williams.  There was, 
however, a single man in Delaware twp in 1772 named John Williamson,10 no property.  

It should be noted that all other tax lists of Delaware and Uppper Smithfield twps in the dataset indexed
by ancestry.com as 1772 do not show Broer Decker, and so I contend that those lists were recorded 
after Broer died in 1777.

Clues

Anthony B.

One possible clue about John Williams comes on his 1750 warrant where applies for 50 acres adjoining
Anthony Bunsesden.  The 1753 Northampton deed also makes mention of an Anthony with something 
like the same surname.  Who was Anthony?  It seems clear that John Williams knew him in some way.  

In looking at the warrant registers map, there was a 45-acre warrant granted to Anthony Bunscotto 
granted on 20 Dec 1750 in Upper Smithfield.  The patent for that property was granted to Jacabus Van 
Garden on 11 Sep 1782.  What's the deal with all these various spellings for Anthony's name?

Finally, I located a Northampton deed11 from Jacobus Van Garden to Rev. Elias Van Bunschoten, the 
same Rev. Van Bunschooten mentioned in the Introduction as pastor for all three Dutch Reformed 
churches in Machackemack, Minisink, and Walpack.  The same Rev. Van Bunschooten who later 
answered the call to minister at the new Clove church in Wantage where he moved in 1787 and stayed 
until his death in 1815.

My abstract of the Northampton deed:

• Mortgage 10 Aug 1793 

• btw Jacobus Van Garden of Delaware Twp, PA and wf Catherine and Rev. Elias VB of 
Sandyston, Sussex, NJ

• land in Delaware twp, two tracts given by patent, the first tract “beginning at the Delaware 
River thence by land formerly Anthony Bunschoten...”

9 Pennsylvania, Northampton Deeds, B2-541.
10 I do want to make note that Williamson is a possible surname variation for Williams.  In the Minisink Valley church 

records (p. 162), I did find two examples where the Williams surname was recorded as Williamson. 
11 Pennsylvania, Northampton Deeds, A2-427.
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OK, now we're getting somewhere!  Anthony was probably Anthony Van Bunschoten 1709-1783 who 
married Margietje Wells and had at least one child who was baptized at the Walpack church.  This 
Anthony was the son of Gerrit Van Bunshoten and Antje Delva, and I believe Rev. Elias VB was a 
cousin once removed to Anthony.  What became of Anthony and his family is unknown.

So what does this tell us about John Williams?  We know that Rev. Elias VB was born in Dutchess 
County, NY,12 which is where John Williams had been living before he married Lea Decker.  Then John
Williams applied for a warrant for land adjoining Anthony Van Bunschoten.  Why?  But then John 
apparently turned over his warrant to Broer Decker and Anthony to Jacobus Van Garden, the latter of 
which would mortgage his property to Rev. Elias VB who would become the pastor at the Clove church
where my ggg-grandmother was baptized.   Hmmmmmm.

Tioga, NY

One of the sons of Broer Decker, Cornelius, moved to Union, Tioga, NY around 1800 where he died 
shortly thereafter.  It appears that some members of Cornelius' family continued to reside in the 
immediate area, but some can be associated with Owego, Tioga, NY, about 17 miles to the west.  It so 
happens there was an Ezekial Williams who died intestate in Owego in 1804.  According to some 
family trees, Ezekial Williams, a son of John Williams and Lea Decker, had married Lydia Westbrook, 
and one of their children was Catherine Williams who supposedly married Benjamin Swartwood in 
Barton, Tioga, NY, another 12 miles to the west.  These locations are all near the PA state line, and 
begin to enter the proximity of Chemung and Wellsburg, which then puts us 6 or 7 miles from South 
Creek, PA where my ancestors Daniel Hildreth and Sarah Crane lived after moving from Minisink, NY.
Hmmmmm.

My research question, of course, is this:  Was Ezekial Williams who died in Owego the son of John 
Williams and Lea Decker, and if so, did he follow his uncle, Cornelius Decker, to Tioga county, NY?  
My research into this clue has so far not been very productive, and even if there is evidence to support 
this theory, what does that prove about John Williams Sr.?  Nothing, really, except that the descendants 
of John Williams continued to have some Decker connections after leaving the Minisink Valley, and 
possibly Sarah Crane had Williams cousins in the vicinity of South Creek, PA.

Thoughts

What have we learned about John Williams Sr.?  Here is a timeline of events that pertain to him:

• 1742 – John Williams married Lea Decker at the Walpack DRC in Sussex, New Jersey.
• 1750 – John Williams applied for warrant for 50 acres in Upper Smithfield, for land adjoining 

Anthony B.  This locale was at the time in Bucks County, PA, later Northampton.
• 1753 – John Williams, schoolmaster, of Upper Smithfield sold his land improvement to Broer 

Decker, believed to be the father-in-law of John Williams. 
• 1755 – John Williams and Lea witnessed a baptism of the child of Ezekial Decker, Lea's 

brother.  This is the last church record we find relating to John Williams Sr.
• 1772 – John Seely surveyed the warrant land of John Williams, for John Williams.  Does this 

record relate to John Williams Sr., or perhaps to his son, Johannes who had been born in 1745? 
Either way, there is no John Williams listed in Northampton tax lists believed to date to 1772.

12 History of Sussex and Warren counties, New Jersey : by Snell, James P; Clayton, W. W. (W. Woodford); Publication date
1881, p. 366.
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I have to surmise that John Williams Sr. either died or moved away from the area.  If he died, we would
not necessarily find any record of that during this time period.  In the Orphan's Court records of Bucks 
County, I found one John Williams who died in 1758, but in Falls, PA, not near Delaware twp, PA.  In 
Northampton County, I found no Williams listed in the index for the time period of interest.

It is still possible that this John Williams moved away, and as some trees speculate, he was associated 
with UEL and relocated to Canada by 1783.  If that is true, it appears that John's children with Lea 
Decker remained behind in America.

I think the only place to go from here with this research is to locate a DNA match.  We know something
about the descendants of Samuel Williams and Rachel Williams.  If any descendants from those 
branches match any of the known Crane-Williams testers, then we have some little evidence that this 
John Williams is the Williams ancestor we've been looking for, and if we know that, there might be 
some new perspective about the identity of Joseph O. Crane.
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