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Introduction

This article is a follow-up to my research report about John Williams Sr.1  I am specifically interested in
the individual named Johannes Williams who was baptized on 24 Nov 1745,2 parents were John 
Williams and Lea Decker, witnesses were Broer Decker and Anneke Van Etten his wife (Lea's parents).
I shall refer to this individual in this article as John Williams Jr.

John Jr. was one of four known children of John Williams and Lea Decker baptized by the Dutch 
Reformed Church (DRC).  We have been able to glean some ideas about the lives of John Jr.'s siblings, 
namely Samuel, Rachel, and Ezekial.  But who was John Williams Jr.?  We must first consider that the 
child born in 1745 named Johannes Williams did not survive.  If that possibility is true, what follows in
this article is irrelevant.  But somebody named Johannes Williams was alive in 1770 to witness the 
baptism of Samuel Williams' child.  That Johannes Williams was likely related to Samuel Williams, and
might well have been Samuel's brother.  Thus, this article shall explore the possibilities.

NOTE:  Research subsequent to this report suggests that this John Williams might have been the one to 
be murdered in an Indian attack in 1777 in Cochecton, NY (then Ulster county, now Sullivan county).  
Details can be found in “A Research Report About John Williams III,” Schaefer, Oct. 2020.

1 A Research Report about John Williams Sr., M.A. Schaefer, 22 October 2020.
2 Minisink Valley Reformed Dutch Church records by Vosburgh, Royden Woodward, ed; Publication date 1913, p. 110.  I 

will refer to this source as MVRDC.
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Review of Church Records3

First, let's review the church records we have for the Williams-Decker family group:

Walpack Church:

• 1742 – John Williams & Lea Decker marriage, p. 92

• 1743 – baptism of Samuel Williams, witnessed by Anthony Swartwort and Rachel Decker, p. 3

• 1747 – baptism of Rachel Williams, witnessed by Hendricus and Jannetje Decker, p. 8

Minisink-Machackemack Churches:

• 1745 – baptism of Johannes Williams, witnessed by Broer Decker and Annetje Van Etten, p. 
110, Freyenmuth

• 1755 – baptism of Ezekial Williams, witnessed by Ezekial Decker and Johanna Van Tillburgh, 
p. 131, Freyenmuth

• 1766 – baptism of Cate Williams, daughter of John Williams and Wyntje Van Winkel, (over the 
mountain), witnessed by Peter and Debora Middag,  p. 152

• 1770 – baptism of John Williams, son of Samuel Williams and Lydia Cortregt, witnessed by 
Johannes Williams and Rachel Williams, p 158

We can note that the baptism of Johannes in 1745 occurred between that of his siblings, Samuel and 
Rachel, and at a different church, either Minisink (Montague, Sussex, NJ) or Machackemack (today 
Port Jervis, Orange, NY).  The baptism of Ezekial 10 years later, also at Minisink-Machackemack, tells
us that the Williams family may have left the area of Delaware, Northampton, PA where Lea Decker's 
family lived.

The 1766 and 1770 records are included here as speculation that the individual named John/Johannes 
Williams mentioned in those records could have been the same person as the Johannes Williams born 
in 1745.  Making that leap from 1745 to 1766 is really at the heart of this research question.

What's in a Name?

It has been pointed out that John Jr. was baptized with the given name of Johannes in 1745, so what, if 
anything, does that mean?  We know that the child's father, John Williams Sr., was English, so he didn't 
give a baptismal name of Johannes to his son.  Lea was Dutch, and the equivalent Dutch names for 
John were usually Jan or Janke, or sometimes Johan.  But my feeling is that the naming had more to do 
with the background of the pastor who performed the baptism:  Johannes Carperus Fryenmoet.  This 
man was born in Switzerland in 1721 and came to America when he was 16.  Nevertheless, the naming 
traditions that he grew up with in Switzerland might have reflected how he recorded baptisms of 
children with that name.  In this case, the father named John wanted to name his son John, so the pastor
from Switzerland wrote Johannes.

3 See also my research report, “Understanding Dutch Reformed Churches of the Minisink Valley For Williams Research”, 
M.A. Schaefer, 23 October 2020.
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The 1766 Baptism Record of Cate Williams 

What can we determine about the John Williams noted in the 1766 baptism record of Cate Williams?  It
seems to me there are two things to focus on:  the wife of John Williams, and the witnesses to the 
baptism.  

Wife

The first thing to investigate is John Williams' apparent wife:  Wyntje Van Winklen.  As mentioned in 
my previous article,4 Wyntje was supposedly the daughter of Alexander Van Winkle and his wife, Antje
(maybe Rosencrans), and there was a girl of that name baptized with parents of those names at 
Acquackanonk DRC in Bergen county (now Passaic county), New Jersey on 17 Sep 1741.  I've so far 
not located any marriage record between John Williams and Wyntje Van Winklen.

Here are the Van Winkles found in the 1793 militia lists of New Jersey:

• Bergen County:  34

• Essex County:  29

• Morris County:  16

• Cumberland County:  4

• Sussex County:  1, William Van Winkle of Sandyston

Our Wyntje supposedly had a brother named William born 1732, so perhaps he was the one in 
Sandyston in 1793.  

I also found that the homestead of an Abraham Van Winkle existed in Vernon twp of Sussex county 
near the present-day NJ-NY state line:

4 Exploring Williams Connections; M.A. Schaefer, 22 October 2020, p. 5.
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This was apparently Abraham Van Winkle 1792-1864 who married Rhoda Hawkins, and their children 
were William H, Sarah, Elizabeth, John, Ann (Viele/Vealy), and Isaac.  It doesn't seem that the parents 
of this Abraham Van Winkle have yet been proved so we don't know if he might have been related to 
the Wyntje Van Winlen who married John Williams.  We can say that North Vernon, today Glenwood, 
NJ, is about 7 miles from Unionville, NY where my ancestor Sarah Crane Hildreth is thought to have 
lived for a couple decades.

Returning to Wyntje, I've wondered what her given name might have been if Americanized.  I found 
this helpful post:5

• Wilhelmina:   Mijntje, Mimmi, Wyntje, Willemintje, Wellemtje, Willemyn, Wimpje, Willemke, 
Wim
Winifred:    Wiepkje, Wyntie

However, in all the records I've studied recently of Dutch families in the Minisink Valley area, I haven't
seen any women's names that are close to these suggestions.  

Finally, it appears that Wyntje had a sister named Antje, who was baptized in 1739 at Minisink-
Machackemack.  I found a couple of family trees who have this woman married to a John Williams 
who died in Sullivan, New York in 1766, all of which is unsourced, but for which I do have further 
comment in a forthcoming article.  However, at this point, we have the suggestion that it was Antje Van
Winkle, not Wyntje, who married a John Williams.  Given that I have not seen the original record, it's 
entirely possible that a transcription mistake might have happened.  It should further be noted that 
Alexander Van Winkle had a son named Jacobus, who was probably known as Cobus.  There is a 
baptism record of the child of Cobus Van Winkle in 1769 in the same area, which tells us that the Van 
Winkles did reside in our exact area of interest around the same time that John Williams married a Van 
Winkle.

Witnesses

The witnesses to Cate Williams' 1766 baptism are interesting.  Peter Middag6 was the son of Jacob 
Middaugh and Zara (Sarah) Kuikendahl/Cuykendall.  He was baptized 10 Feb 1734 at the DRC in 
Kingston, NY.  He married Deborah Schoonhoven, date unknown.  They are found in the MVDRC 
records from 1762-1767, and there is documentary evidence that Peter and Deborah likely removed to 
Ontario, Canada where Peter petitioned for and received land.  This Peter Middag was apparently a 
Loyalist.7  Thus, by association in the 1766 baptism record, we might suspect that John Williams was 
also a British sympathizer.

Peter Middag was assessed in Orange County in 1775 is District 6, which included all the territory of 
present-day town of Minisink.8  Other names in the same district included Zephaniah Drake, Daniel 
Rosencrans, Godfrey Lutes, Anthony & Samuel Westbrook.  

5 Dutch/Frisian Names, contributed by Dan Burrows.
6 Various spellings such as Middaugh.
7 “Petrus Middaugh (Middagh)” Overview, managed by Crist David Middaugh and others.
8 History of Orange County, NY, Ruttenber and Clark, 1881, transcribed by Thomas Cornell, Orange County, NY 

GenWeb.
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As noted in my previous article, Peter and Deborah Middag sold their farm in Wantage9 in 1776 to 
Zephaniah Drake.  I had the idea that understanding more about where Peter Middag lived might 
provide clues about his friend, John Williams.  So what can we learn from Peter's deed?

• From the property description, “which said piece, parcel, or part of land was purchased by the 
above named Jacob Middagh of the devisees of James Alexander and Mary his wife some time 
before the line between the province of NY and east NJ was settled and was then conveyed to 
the said Jacob Middagh as part of the proprietors right of the said James Alexander said to lay in
the province of east NJ but since the said line has been run and established the said piece, 
parcel, or tract of land fell within the province of NY and was confirmed to the said Jacob 
Middagh as bonafide purchaser”  

• The property description includes reference to “a shag bark walnut tree standing on the west 
side of Mudkill.”

Peter Middag apparently acquired the property from Jacob Middag in 1771,10 and Jacob had acquired it 
from the devisees of James Alexander.  Alexander died in 1756, so some time after 1756, Jacob Middag
acquired his deed.

Research into Jacob Middag is a bit tricky because more than one individual of that name lived in the 
area around the same time.11  However, according to the diary of Richard Gardiner,12 a surveyor hired 
by the New Jersey Proprietors of whom James Alexander was one, we have this entry:  

Octo. 13. 1752   I vew’d whare Jacob Midday lives on a branch of the Wallkill called 
*Rutuises* [Rutgers] Kill. It lyes about West Southwest about 4 miles from said Coolyes upon 
land surv’d by Capt *Lodly* and John Gale of Goshen. It is good Land and timber. I beleave it 
is worth 50£ per hundred. He has no Lease, nor hant agreed for the land. He has lived thare 3 
years and clear’d 10 acres. 

….

October 13. 1752   I vew’d Thomas Schonehover13 and Benjamin Tomson’s farms. Theay are on
Rutgars Kill, Tom Sons is on the North W. side and Schonehovers on the South East side. The 
land is good and so is their meadow ground. It’s worth I think 65£ per hundred. Theay have 
been settled thare about 4 years. Thomson hath cleard about 30 acres and Schonehover about 15
acres. 

Apparently by March 1753, both Jacob Midday and Thomas Schonehover agreed to the lease with NJ 
Proprietors and a survey was completed.14  

9 It's notable that the deed was found with those of Orange County, New York, and the deed (C-534) recites the property 
as being located in Wantage, Orange, NY.

10 This deed has not been located.
11 “Jacobus Jan Middag” Overview, managed by Peter Breed and others.
12 “Surveys of the Walkill,” R. Gardiner, manuscript held at New Jersey Historical Society, Newark, NJ; transcribed by 

Liese Uptegrove-Adé.  Other excerpts from Gardiner's diary can be found on the blog, “Those Places Thursday:  Kimber
Fort and Mill” by Barb, 26 Mar 2015.

13 He was probably the father of Deborah Schoonover, wife of Peter Middag.
14 See also “Jacobus Middagh” Overview, managed by Crist David Middaugh.  Apparently there is other documentation 

pertaining to the Midday survey in 1753 for 204 acres.  Gardiner lists chain bearers "Eaphram Midday and Benjamin 
Midday". "Eaphram" (Ephraim) was Jacob's son, and Benjamin probably another.
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It's interesting that Gardiner's land description when meeting Midday in 1752 mentions Rutgers Kill, 
and later Orange county deeds mention “Mudkill.”  See Appendix A of this article for my research on 
trying to locate these features.  

Finally, Peter Middag's deed, as well as subsequent deeds involving the same property, mention these 
neighbors:

• Godrey Luts/Lutes/Lutz house.  My preliminary research shows that Godfrey Lutes was 
married to Sarah Schoonover.  He also appeared in the 1775 tax assessments of Orange County, 
and he was still living in the area through the 1810 census.

• There is repeated mention of Johannes Decker as a neighbor.  My research on this individual is 
ongoing, but at first glance, it is not at all clear that he was related to the branch of Lea Decker, 
wife of John Williams Sr.

What Conclusion?

Except for the obvious observation that a male child born in 1745 would be 21 years old in 1766 and 
old enough to father a child, is there anything else in this research to connect Johannes Williams born 
in 1745 to John Williams, the father of Cate Williams in the 1766 baptism?

• We believe that Samuel Williams, older sibling of Johannes Williams, lived in Sandyston, 
Sussex, New Jersey.  So there was another Williams nearby to Wantage where my Cate 
Williams Crane baptized her children in the 1790s, but so what?  There are some possible DNA 
matches along this line, which would then give more weight to my hypothesis that Johannes 
Williams born in 1745 was the same person who married Wyntje Van Winkle.  Research is 
ongoing along this line.

• What about the Van Winkles?  We know that a Alexander Van Winkle baptized a child, Antje, in
1739 at Minisink-Machackemack DRCs, and a William Van Winkle lived in Sandyston in 1793.
Later we find another Van Winkle family group living close the NJ-NY state line who may or 
may not have any relation to Wyntje Van Winkle who married John Williams.  As of April, 
2021, several matches are found from testers that descend directly from Wyntje's brother, 
Jacobus (James) Van Winkle who married Dorothy “Dolly” Thomas.

• And what about that Peter Middagh?  Besides the intrigue – that he was apparently a Loyalist 
and lived squarely upon property contested by two states (then still colonies) – how was Peter 
and/or Debora connected to John and/or Wyntje?  With the Middags, we might look to Debora's
side of the family, the Schoonovers.  For Wyntje, her maternal side were Rosencrans, and there 
was a Daniel Rosencrans living in District 6 of Orange County in 1775.  But neither 
Schoonover nor Rosencrans appear to have any immediate connection to Lea Decker.  And if 
John Williams Jr. was indeed the son of John Williams Sr. and Lea Decker, we might be looking
for Deckers.  There's the repeated reference in the deeds to Johannes Decker as a neighbor of 
the Middag property.  I'm still in the process of figuring him out.

So this round of research still leaves us wondering.  Which one of these ideas is correct?

• John Williams who married Wyntje Van Winkle and baptized Cate Williams in 1766 might still 
be the same person as Johannes Williams baptized in 1745.  Nothing came up in this research to
dismiss that hypothesis.  And now, DNA matches between me and other Crane-Williams testers 

Schaefer, April 2021 genealojist@gmail.com Page 7 of 16

mailto:genealojist@gmail.com


and testers who descend from the Van Winkle-Rosencrans family group provide suggestive 
evidence that my Caty Williams also descended from Van Winkles.

• John Williams who married Wyntje Van Winkle might have been a different individual 
altogether, and not connected to the Decker family in Delaware twp, PA at all.  Nothing came 
up in this research to dismiss that hypothesis.  The growing Van Winkle DNA evidence doesn't 
tie John Williams Jr. back to the Broer Decker family.

I don't think we can yet prove that Cate Williams born in 1766, daughter of John Williams and Wyntje 
Van Winkle was the Catherine Williams who married Joseph O. Crane and baptized her children at the 
Clove DRC in the 1790s.  But the DNA evidence is starting to accumulate and careful analysis is still 
needed.

Meanwhile, one thing seems clearer to me after reading Gardiner's diary.  Before the area between New
Jersey and New York was so contested, many people had just settled in that No Man's Land.  Even 
decades later, those earlier settlers were then thrown off, some voluntarily relocated, and some acquired
leases and/or deeds for the land they had settled.  Depending on their feelings toward the Yorkers and 
The Jerseys, some were happy to relocate to the side they supported.

All of which is to say there was growing conflict in the time and place that was altogether staggering.  
Two colonial super-powers were both scrambling to make money from settlers moving west, something
that not only upset the settlers, but then the Indians as well.  So many long years of murderous violence
ensued involving colonial settlers, Indians, and French and British armies.  If any settlers survived all 
that, then they had to decide whether to take the oath to rebel against the King of England.  Some did, 
some didn't.  Some stayed on and fought for one side or the other, or maybe both sides.  Some kept 
their heads down and prayed.  Some took off for Canada.  No matter their story, enough survived for us
to now wonder about the enormity of such difficult times.
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Appendix A – Map Gyrations

To remind ourselves of the context of this map exercise:
• In 1752, Richard Gardiner, surveyor for the New Jersey Proprietors, described meeting Jacob 

Midday (Middag) who was living near the Rutgers Kill.
• In 1776, Peter Middag, son of Jacob Middag, sold property with a boundary “west of Mudkill”

Peter Middag was a witness to the baptism of Cate Williams in 1766.  What was the relationship of 
Peter Middag and/or his wife, Deborah Schoonhoven, to the parents of Cate Williams, namely John 
Williams and Wyntje Van Winkle?

The following clips from a 1769 map15 show the general area I think we're talking about in this article:

The diagonal line on the map starting in the upper mid-left of the top side of clip and running southeast 
is labeled “claimed by NEW JERSEY according to the pretended settlement of 1719.”  The line starting
on the lower mid-left of the left side of the clip is labeled “PARTITION LINE ordered by the 
COMMISSIONERS in 1769 between NEW YORK and NEW JERSEY.”   We can see that a creek 
called “Mad Kill” fell between those two lines, and that a small part of it flowed over the 1769 line.

15 “Three maps [i.e. map on 3 sheets] of northern New Jersey, with reference to the boundary between New York and New 
Jersey” 1769, Title from William Faden's Catalogue of a curious and valuable collection of original maps and plans. 
Boston, 1862
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Moving south, we see Rutgers Kill in relation to Deep Clove Kill, which is a feature noted in a series of
Sussex County deeds to John Meddagh from 1762-1795 and recorded in 1815.  

Also note another diagonal line drawn on the map, just below where the Deckers are highlighted, which
is labeled “Line according to the stations of 1688 the Boundary of Private Property under New York 
and its anct jurisdiction.”  Whatever that means.  

This 1769 map, drawn not long after the Gardiner surveys, shows both the water features I'm looking 
for, Rutgers Kill and Mad Kill (Mudkill?).  So, the Middagh property was somewhere in the vicinity 
where two water features come close to each other?
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Moving south again, we see the limits of Gardiner's District.  I assume this refers to the surveyor, 
Richard Gardiner, who was hired by the New Jersey Proprietors.  We also see a line demarcating the 
bounds of Wantage Precinct.  Is this where the precinct line was before the NY-NJ border was settled?

I am not a cartographer but I have to wonder about the accuracy of the feature labels in the 1769 map.
• The location of Rutgers Creek is described in the History of Orange County.  Rutgers Kill 

apparently started around Greenville, flowed southeast to Waterloo Mills and then northeast 
toward the Walkill.  The following present-day map shows Rutgers Creek coming down along 
the Minisink Turnpike and then after crossing Pine Hill Rd, it starts to flow north.

Schaefer, April 2021 genealojist@gmail.com Page 11 of 16

mailto:genealojist@gmail.com
https://archive.org/details/cu31924028832693/page/40/mode/2up?q=%22anthony+rutgers%22


Notice in the previous map that part of the Rutgers Creek flows south over the NY-NJ border. 

Here is another map view showing the same creek running from Waterloo Mills up to Westtown and 
beyond before it joins the Walkill River.

This creek, known today as Rutgers Creek, really looks more like the location of the creek marked Mad
Kill on the 1769 map.  Call me crazy.

But what about the creek labeled as Rutgers Kill on the 1769 map?
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The only waterway I can find on a current-day map is unlabeled and maybe unnamed, but its shape and
location somewhat resembles what we saw in the 1769 map:

Now, here is the distance between the Rutgers Creek and Unnamed Creek at the modern-day state line:

Moving south a little, the shortest distance between the two creeks is just over 3000 feet!  
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So let's just say that the two creeks labeled on the 1769 map as Mad Kill and Rutkers Kill are 
mislabeled.  Now what?

When Peter Middag sold the property in 1776, it was recorded as part of Wantage, Orange, NY.  When 
it was sold again in 1782, it was recorded as part of Goshen, Orange, NY.  Goshen as a town was not 
formed until 1789, but before the Revolution was ended, Goshen was a precinct.  This map16 gives an 
idea of how much territory was within Goshen precinct:

16 Maps of the Minisink Region; Minisink Valley Historical Society; access 2 November 2020. 
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Since the Middag land we've been tracking ended up with New York, and based on the clues about the 
creeks, regardless of the creek names then or now, I think the property is probably now located in the 
town of Minisink, and probably not too far from the NJ-NY state line:
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In looking for more clues, here are snippets from later maps, 1860s, on both sides of the state line.  
Here is Sussex County, NJ:

Notice the stream coming out of Unionville appears to be called Big Ditch during this time period.
Here is Orange County, NY:

We can see Tuthill and Wood in common on both maps near the state line.  Even so, I don't notice any 
other names that might tie into the Middaugh, Williams, or Crane family history.  :-(
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