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Introduction

This article is a follow-up to my research reports about John Williams Sr.1 (~1722-unk) and John 
Williams Jr.2 (1745-unk).  This time I am speculating about a man named John Williams whose 
memorial gravestone can be found in Beemerville, Sussex, New Jersey.  Since I seem to be talking 
about a John Williams who is of yet a third generation, I will call him John III in this article.

For reference, Beemerville is an unincorporated community in the township of Wantage, Sussex, New 
Jersey.  It is 5 miles north of Frankford, and 5 miles west of Sussex, which was at one time known as 
Deckertown.  This location is also about 10 miles from the Old Clove Church, which is northwest of 
Sussex, and 7 miles or so north from the church is the New York state line with Orange County on the 
other side.  This is the exact neighborhood of my documented ancestors, Joseph O. Crane and 
Catherine Williams.  

My reasoning for exploring John III is this:   I know that John Williams Sr. and Lea Decker had a son 
named Johannes, born 1745, but I can't quite determine if Johannes Williams was the same person as 
John Williams who baptized a girl named Cate Williams in 1766.  If that Catherine (Cate) Williams is 
the same person who married my Joseph O. Crane, maybe there is some other trace of John Williams 
Jr. in the area where my Catherine Williams is known to have lived (Wantage, Sussex, NJ).  And why 
not start with anybody who just happens to have the name of John Williams?

1 “A Research Report About John Williams Sr.” by M.A. Schaefer, 22 October 2020
2 “A Research Report About John Williams Jr.” by M.A.Schaefer; 26 October 2020
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The Old Beemerville Cemetery3

As of today, 57% of the graves at Old Beemerville Cemetery, 219 graves, have been cataloged and 
added to the FindaGrave website.4  Among them is one gravestone pertaining to Williams:

In Memory of

John Williams 1777-1830 (last date is hard to read)

His Wife

Lydia Rutan 1773-1844 (again last date is hard to read)

Right away, I had questions about this gravestone, but before I go into that, I did a quick scan of other 
names cataloged in this cemetery.  Dutch names of interest include Cortright, Coykendall, Decker, 
Rutan, Van Auken and Van Sickle.  But I was surprised to also find the graves of several Comptons, 
specifically DAVID COMPTON (supposedly born England) & wife Catherine, as well as JOSEPH 
COMPTON & Lydia Mitten.  The descendants of these Comptons were definitely connected to the 
descendants of Joseph O. Crane and Caty Williams, no question.  So we must be in the right 
neighborhood.  

Now to my suspicions.  Most of the gravestones I've seen from that period (early 1800s) are usually 
tablet stones – that's one thing.  They also often showed words engraved in cursive font of different 
sizes, often with a religious saying at the bottom.  More often these gravestones also had some other 
decorative feature engraved.  Not only does the Williams gravestone have none of these more flowery 
characteristics using instead one font, all caps, but it is a rather thick flat stone.  Granted that many 
tablet stones have fallen over by now, but the Williams gravestone was never a tablet.  So I started to 
wonder if perhaps the original stone had been replaced.

Then I found this short article from a 1938 Pennsylvania newspaper:5

3 This cemetery should not be confused with the Beemer Church Meeting House Cemetery, also in Wantage, NJ.
4 There are not photographs of all 219 graves, so I don't know the source of information for the unphotographed graves.
5 "Williams" The Wilkes-Barre Record, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, 15 Aug 1938, Mon, Page 10.
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So this is interesting.  Did the 1938 Williams gravestone replace an older one, or was it the first time 
their graves were marked?  How did the family association know where to put it – is there a record of 
who was buried in the cemetery, and where?  

Best of all, now we know there was a Williams family association!  Tell me more....

The Family Story

The first annual Williams reunion was reported in 1907.6  I will reproduce the exact paragraphs that 
apply to the story of the Williams family history:

Both John and Lydia Rutan Williams were of Holland descent, their parents coming from the 
Roger Williams colony of Rockaway thence to Cocheston on the Delaware and to Sussex 
county, NJ.  The father of John Williams, a sturdy pioneer of revolutionary days, after using up 
all of the household furniture in defense of his home and to cover the retreat of his family to the 
woods, was tomahawked by an Indian as he fled through a window across the little garden, 
over-turning the bee hives on his way, to the further confusion of the savages, one of whom 
struck him as he climbed the fence, killing him instantly.  This was during the massacre at 
Cocheston.

The mother who, with her two little girls and a nine-days-old son, had escaped, made her weary 
and perilous way through the wilderness to Port Jervis where she arrived after three weeks 
wandering, her only sustenance having been berries and herbs.  John, the infant, who had been 
born 1 Sep 1777 and married to Lydia Rutan 9 Aug 1795 established his family in Sussex, NJ.  
There were 11 children besides an adopted daughter, Mary Ann Adams, as follows:  Daniel 
Rutan, Abraham, James, John, Sarah, Rebecca, Peter, Catherine, Andrew Leighton, Seely, 
Elizabeth.

That's quite a story!  How to go about corroborating it?

• I can't begin to think about how I would trace the families of John Williams and Lydia Rutan to 
the Roger Williams colony of Rhode Island.  That's for another day.

• So far, I don't find any birth or marriage records for the dates mentioned.  Perhaps there was a 
family Bible?

• As for the 11 children, I found all of them accounted for in a document that recorded the 
division of John's land between them all after he died.7  This document not only names Lydia 
and the married names of John's daughters, but also shows a drawing of the divided property.  
It's worth noting that when following this property in later deeds, the acreage apparently crossed
the township line between Frankford and Wantage, and it seemed to include some mountain 
land, which would put it closer to the west of both townships.

• Now let's talk about Cocheston on the Delaware.  This is likely referring to Cochecton, a town 
originally in the township of Mamakating in Ulster County, NY.  The name probably originated 
from an Indian word, Cushetunk.  The town was originally where NY, NJ, and PA came 
together.  When the NY-NJ border dispute was finally settled (1772), the tri-state border moved 
south to Port Jervis.  Cochecton became part of Sullivan county, New York in 1809.

6 “Reunion of Families,” The Scranton Republican, 3 Sep 1907, p. 8.
7 New Jersey, Sussex County, Land Divisions, B-313.
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I've been reading a lot, admittedly with some dismay, about the turbulent history of Cochecton and the  
surrounding area..  Here are the sources containing many details.

• The History of Sullivan County, by James Eldridge Quinlan, 1873.  According to this source, 
there was a “massacre” that occurred in Cushetunk in the fall of 1763, a time before John III 
was supposedly born.  So either John III was older than his gravestone indicates, or there was a 
later Indian attack around Cushetunk.

• Fifty years on the frontier with the Dutch congregation at Maghaghkamik, written for the 
bicentennial of the Reformed Dutch Church of Deerpark, Port Jervis, N.Y., by Pauline 
Knickerbocker Angell. Together with a supplement to the history of the church written for the 
dedication of the Memorial chapel in 1878 by Rev. S. W. Mills, D.D.; Port Jervis, NY, 1937. 
Page 10 begins long descriptions of Indian attacks on the white settlers who lived around 
Walpack and Minisink.  Page 21 starts a discussion of Cochecton, and how this area originally 
belonged to Connecticut, and so Connecticut settlers started moving to the area once again in 
early 1755.  There is also description of an attack that happened in the fall of 1763. Page 31 
tells about the Indians and Tories planning an attack on Cochecton in the spring of 1778, and 
indeed Brant lead a raid against the Peenpack settlement in the fall of 1778 which probably 
came through Cochecton.

• Yesteryears, A Quarterly Magazine for the appreciation and study of New York regional history

◦ Vol 7, No. 25, Sept 1963, pp. 211-212, Part I

◦ Vol 18, No. 70, winter 1974, pp 56-77, Part II

◦ These are stories related to a somewhat famous settler named Tom Quick.  There are several
accounts of white settlers murdered by the Indians.  No mention of Cochecton.

Alas, if there is further documentation specific to the Williams murder in Cochecton, I have not found 
it.  If John III was indeed the 9-day-old infant who escaped from the murder, and he was born in 1 Sep 
1777, then the murder occurred in 1777.  I have checked Ulster County deeds, and find none for any 
Williams around that time.  However, even though we have no particular account of the Williams 
murder, it's clear there were ongoing dangers to white settlers living in Cochecton during that time.  
There is even one account in the History of Sullivan County about a Tory, Bryant Kane and his family 
who were murdered in April 1777.  I would say that all white settlers, rebels and loyalists, living 
around Cochecton at that time were subject to Indian attack.

Williams in 1793 Sussex County Militia Lists

The NJ militia lists included the names of men ages 18-50.  I am assuming these were also men who 
had taken an oath to support the rebel cause.

• Hardiston: Isaac
• Newton: Thomas, Matthew, George, 
• Sandyston: Samuel, John (latter was probably the son of Samuel, grandson of 

John Williams and Lea Decker)
• Wantage: John (most likely John III who married Lydia Rutan)

Note that Joseph O. Crain and Thomas Crain were also listed in Wantage during 1793.
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Williams in Early Sussex Deeds

The earliest land records I've located are these:8

According to my fellow Williams researcher, here is what we need to know about chain bearers:

“He ha[d] to be at least 21 at the time because he had to swear to the accuracy of the 
measurements, so born before 1776.”

So this record probably does not belong to John Williams III.  However, it is of extreme interest that the
other chain bearer was David Crane!  I can't say at the moment who that individual was, but he is 
definitely now flagged for more research.

This record is much interest because we have already mentioned Elias Van Bunschooten in earlier 
related research reports about Williams.  Elias was not only a pastor at the Clove DRC, but his family 
seems to have had associations with John Williams who married Leah Decker.  So who was this John 
Williams?   He might have been John Willliams III, discussed in this article.  But I'm having some 
doubts.  Two possibilities come to mind:

• John Williams born in 1745, supposedly the same individual who married Wyntje Van Winkle, 
did not really die in Cochecton in 1777.  Maybe he was alive and well in 1799 and being a 
chain bearer in Wantage.

8 Many thanks to Williams researcher, Karyn Greenstreet, who reminded me of records available at the New Jersey State 
Archives.

Schaefer, April 2021 genealojist@gmail.com Page 6 of 13

mailto:genealojist@gmail.coma
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/index.aspx
https://wwwnet-dos.state.nj.us/DOS_ArchivesDBPortal/index.aspx


• John Williams born 1770, son of Samuel Williams and Lydia Cortright.  We don't really know 
what happened to him, but we believe he married his first cousin (Cortright) and lived in 
Sandiston, where his name was recorded in 1800 on a petition from the residents of Sandiston.9 
Could a man living in Sandiston have been working in Wantage near the Clove DRC?  Maybe.  
Especially if there were relations around the area.

This record definitely belongs to John Williams III.  Not only is the property in Frankford on or near 
Minisink Mountain, but Levi Ayers Jr. was his son-in-law.

Now for deeds found in clerk's office of Sussex County:

181710, John Williams and wife Lydia of Frankford to Abraham Rutan of same place, property 
in Frankford at the foot of the Minisink or Blue Mountain, adjoins meadow of Widow Rutan, 
and also a tract granted to the Earl of Perth recorded in Surveyor General book S. 7, p 100 (?).  
Conveyed 59 ac, wits William A Gustin and Daniel Rutan.

Where is Minisink or Blue Mountain?  Apparently this mountain is today known as the Kittatinny 
Mountain, which is close to the NY-NJ state line.11  But perhaps we're talking about the range of 
mountains?  Here is clip from an 1860 map of Sussex, New Jersey:12

9 Ancestry.com. U.S., Census Reconstructed Records, 1660-1820 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations, Inc., 2011; Petitions and Other Papers relating to County Courthouses and the Establishment of Counties, 
1760-1858 [New Jersey State Archives]; Call Number: Box 1, Folder 30; Page Number: 4; Family Number: 19

10 New Jersey, Sussex County, Deeds K2-31.
11 Mapcarta.com
12 Griffith Morgan Hopkins, Jr. "Map of Sussex Co. New Jersey: From Actual Surveys & Records" (Philadelphia: Carlos 

Allen, 1860) [North Jersey History Center]. 
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The dashed line on the west with blue highlight is the twp line between Sandyston and Frankford, and 
the mountains are labeled “Blue Mountains.”  The dashed line running southeast is the twp line 
between Frankford and Wantage.  We might remember in the property division of John Williams' estate
in the 1830s, his property was near mountain topography and crossed the Frankford-Wantage twp lines!

Now here is a zoomed-out view:
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According to Google Maps, the fastest way from Beemerville, New Jersey to Dingman's Ferry, PA (the 
place where Broer Decker, father of Lea Decker, wife of John Williams Sr., lived) is the route I have 
highlighted here.  This distance is 14.7 miles and would take 23 minutes in usual traffic, but there are 
tolls now as probably also then. 

Discovering this map lead me to realize this area is part of the Appalachian Trail (AT), which travels 72
miles in New Jersey, including parts along the NJ-NY state line near Unionville.  So I started searching 
for historic features along the trail, and found a 1981 inventory of natural, historic, and cultural 
resources that lie within the Appalachian Trail corridor.

Here are the places in NJ that were determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places:

The next list, although preliminary at the time and incomplete, shows sites along the AT of scenic or 
historical interest.  

Schaefer, April 2021 genealojist@gmail.com Page 9 of 13

mailto:genealojist@gmail.coma
https://www.nps.gov/appa/getinvolved/upload/Part-3-ACP-1981-Plan.pdf
https://www.cnyhiking.com/ATinNewJersey.htm
https://www.cnyhiking.com/ATinNewJersey.htm


Williams in 1830 Federal Census

Unfortunately, we have no federal censuses for New Jersey from 1790-1820.  The best we can do is 
review the people enumerated in Sussex County in 1830.  However, to add to our misfortune, the 1830 
census available on every website I've checked must be a copy of the original because all the surnames 
enumerated in Wantage appear alphabetically.  For this reason, we can't really tell the order in which 
people were enumerated which often indicates neighbors.

Frankford

• James 20-29

• John Jr 20-29

• Julia Ann 40-49 maybe Julia Hagerty who m. Alexander Williams 1797

• Matthew 80-89 abt 1745

• Matthew Jr 20-29

• George 30-39

Green

• Joseph 20-29

Newton

• George 50-59

Sandyston

• James 50-59 son of Samuel and Lydia Cortright

grandson of John Williams and Lea Decker

Stillwater

• Isaac P. 30-39

Vernon looks like Deckertown PO was in this twp

• Ichnart? 40-49 maybe Israel?

• Jacob 40-49

• John 70-79 abt 1755

• John S 40-49

• Samuel 20-29

• James 20-29

Walpack

• Catherine 50-59 abt 1775

• John 20-29
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Wantage

• John 50-60 abt 1775 this was most likely John III m to Lydia Rutan

• Isaac 30-40

Other Names in Wantage:

• Cranes:  John, Thomas, William, Obadiah

• Compton:  Jacob, William, Charles

• Carmer, Courtright

• Deckers:  Bowdewine (60-70), Josiah, John B, Stephan, Mark, Michael, Isaac, James 
(50-60), Joel, Ellen, Peter P, Hanna, Braddock, William (50-60), Gabriel, Cornelius, 
Andrew, Nancy, Jonathan, John (60-70), Ann 

• Zephania Drake13

Williams in Early Sussex Probate
The earliest estate for a Williams is that of John Williams of Wantage (John III) who died intestate in 
1830.  The probate records show that Lydia and John A. Ayres (son-in-law) were made administrators, 
and there was an inventory and division of property.  All of which is interesting, but gives no insights 
into the origins of this John Williams.

DNA Matching

John Williams and Lydia Rutan had 11 children, and the matches14 I have located so far descend from 
only one, Rebecca Williams who married Levi Rosenkrans.  Thus, I have to wonder if the match is 
coming from Williams or Rosenkrans?  It would be good to find a match from one of the other 10 kids 
of John Williams and Lydia Rutan just to be sure.

Descendant Match Notes

Rebecca 1806-1877 +
Levi Rosenkrans

edreed53*
4-6, 22cm/2 seg

line of Martha Rosenkrans + Kingsley 
Comstock

tavanderburg
5-8, 15cm/1 seg

line of Brittain Rosenkrans + Harriet Richards

J.B. mg by: t_snazy
5-8, 11cm/1 seg

line of Benjamin Rosenkrans + Harriet Smith
also has Rebecca Crane of Essex Co, NJ

multiple other matches to 
this direct line from the 
results of other Crane-
Williams testers (SB and 
her relations)

13 See “A Research Report About John Williams Jr.”; M.A. Schaefer, 26 October 2020, p. 5 for a cross reference to 
Zephenia Drake.

14 Ancestry.com, autosomal test.
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* Note that edreed also appears as a shared match with known Crane-Williams descendants on 
FTDNA, as well as match to additional Crane-Williams descendants on GEDmatch (which has the 
ability to show lower cM matches that have been discarded from results reported by ancestry.com).

It's hard to tell if these matches are coming from Williams or Rosenkrans.  This line of Rosenkrans is 
different from the line that married into the Van Winkles.  This line of Rosenkrans supposedly 
originated from Norway.

Miscellaneous Clues

• Most other family trees that show John III name him as “John Layton Williams.”  We might 
further note that John III had a son, Andrew L. Williams, whose middle name was apparently 
Layton or Leighton.  So far, I haven't found any documentation that explains where the Layton 
reference comes from.  There is a nearby place which became known as Layton, an 
unincorporated community of Sandyston township.  The place was originally Centreville and it 
was first settled by John Layton around 1800.  I know that middle names often indicated a 
connection in maternal lines, so maybe John III's mother had been a Layton?  Or, given the 
Williams family story, maybe somebody named Layton adopted the children who survived 
Cochecton?

• What about Mary Ann Adams, the adopted daughter of John III and Lydia?  Maybe finding out 
more about her would shed more light on other ties to John III.

• I did a search for Beemerville and found that many families of Wells Twp, Bradford, PA had 
come from Beemerville, Sussex, NJ.  It so happens my ancestors, Daniel Hildreth and Sarah 
Crane, the latter being the daughter of Joseph O. Crane and Catherine Williams of Wantage, 
moved to South Creek, Bradford, PA in their later years, a place five miles to the east of Wells, 
PA.  It doesn't seem like an utter coincidence that several families from Beemerville would land 
in the same place around the same time....

Thoughts

Based on the study of DNA matches among various testers, I'm speculating that Cate Williams (m. 
Joseph O. Crane) and John Williams (m. Lydia Rutan) were siblings.  This idea has become supported 
by finding that direct descendants of John Williams and Lydia Rutan have DNA matches to the family 
group of Alexander Van Winkle and Antje Rosecrans.  Those matches descend from Jacobus Van 
Winkle, while matches in the Crane-Williams testers descend from Wyntje Van Winke.  Baptism 
records tell us that Jacobus and Wyntje were siblings.  So I think we're getting closer to verifying the 
Van Winkle part of this story.

But what would it mean if there was further reason to think that John III and Cate were both the 
children of John Jr. and Wyntje?  Does the Cochecton story, which is part of the John Williams family 
history, fit?  Maybe.  It would mean:

• John Williams Jr. was murdered at Cochecton around 1777.  I think that John Jr. was a Loyalist 
who could well have moved his family north into New York when the Revolution became 
evident.  

• Whether John Jr.'s wife was Wyntje or Antje or some other woman of Dutch descent, that 
woman, according to the family story, made her way back to Port Jervis with two daughters and
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an infant son.  Now we wonder what happened next.  Did the mother survive to remarry and 
raise her Williams children?  Did she die and another local family raised the children?  I tend to 
think that the mother probably died early because neither John III nor Cate appear to have 
named any of their children with Dutch-related names.  In this case, somebody adopted the 
orphaned children – maybe a Van Winklen relation or maybe a sympathetic neighbor in the Port
Jervis area?

But all this can only be speculation on my part.  And we do have to at least consider that the Cochecton
story is not really true.  

When all is said and done, there is still no evidence concrete enough to connect the dots between any of
the John Williams I've been studying.  In summary,

• Catherine Williams who married Joseph O. Crane and baptized her children at the Clove DRC 
in Wantage, NJ could have come from anywhere.  She didn't necessarily come from the 
Wantage area as I have been speculating.  And even if my maternal DNA matches are showing 
that I have Dutch ethnicity, and even if I still suspect Catherine Williams as the source, 
Catherine's Dutch ancestry could have come from anywhere.  And yet, how do we explain the 
growing number of Van Winkle matches to descendants of both Crane-Williams and Williams-
Rutan?  hmmmmm.

• My hunch that John Jr. was the same individual as Johannes Williams, baptized in 1745 where 
the parents were recorded as John Williams and Lea Decker is still unproved.  As hard as I've 
looked for any DNA matches to anybody in the family line of Lea Decker or to any of the other 
children of John Williams and Lea Decker, I've so far come up empty.  But such a search is 
difficult given surnames like Williams and Decker, and a match might be sitting there but I just 
don't recognize it yet.  Either that or there will never be a DNA match to show up, meaning that 
Johannes Williams born in 1745 was probably not the John Williams who married Wyntje Van 
Winklen.  

And there we have it – the inconclusive results of the last two weeks (Oct. 2020) of earnest research by 
a genealogist stranded from travel or libraries in times of COVID-19.  Even so, I am eternally grateful 
to live during these times of the internet when sources of all kinds can be found and correspondents 
from around the country & world will send thoughtful replies to inquiries.  It's as good a time as any to 
knock on the brick walls of some elusive ancestors whose lives were not so far in the distant past.  I 
still have hope of finding them.

Note:  As of 6 April 2021, fully vaccinated.
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