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Introduction

The name of Gilbert Crane has been considered for a possible son of Joseph Ors Crane and Catherine 
“Caty” Williams of Wantage, Sussex, New Jersey.  Here is some of the research history leading to that 
speculation:

Unfortunately, the name of Gilbert Crane has not been found among the early baptism records of the 
Clove Dutch Reformed Church in Wantage, Sussex, NJ for children whose parents were Joseph Ors 
Crane and Caty Williams.  A Gilbert Crane was enumerated in Hartland, Niagra, NY in 1830, along 
with John W. Crane who was one of the Crane-Williams children for whom a baptism records has been 
located.  A Gilbert S. Crane was later enumerated in 1850 Newfane, Niagra, NY, presumed to have 
been the same person enumerated in Hartland in 1830.  Finally, we have a family history written by 
Mary Eliza “Lide” Plowman 1845-1929, whose mother was Elizabeth Crain, believed to be a daughter 
of Joseph Ors Crane and Catherine Williams.1  In those remembrances, Lide named some of her 
mother's brothers, one of whom was Gilbert (Gil).

For these reasons, Gilbert S. Crane, was attributed as a son of Joseph Ors Crane and Caty Williams.2  
Gilbert S. Crane was born abt 1801, and married to Mary Blesdale of Canada.  They had 5 daughters 
and lived most their lives in Newfane, NY.

However, later research3 revealed that Gilbert S. Crane was probably Gilbert Smith Crane, the son of 
Thomas Crane and Mary Smith, and grandson of Gilbert Smith of Wantage who died in 1811.  Thomas 
Crane was himself enumerated in 1830 Newfane, NY, and most of his children also resided there.  
Thomas Crane is thought to have been a brother of Joseph O. Crane, although we don't have any 
documented evidence to that point.

Nevertheless, because of the 2018 research, it seemed clear that Gilbert S. Crane was not the son of 
Joseph O. Crane and Caty Williams.  And so the only explanation for why John W. Crane and Gilbert 
Crane were found in Hartland, NY together in 1830 was that the two men were first cousins who found 
reason to settle in the same area together.  However, even while considering that possibility at the time, 
the household of Gilbert Crane in 1830 didn't quite fit given that Gilbert S. Crane was thought not to 
have married until the late 1830s.  But we had no other explanation that fit the evidence we had at that 
point.  Gilbert Crane, son of Thomas Crane, and John W. Crane, son of Joseph O. Crane, enumerated 
together in 1830 Hartland must have been first cousins.

Now, in recent months, I've done some careful analysis of DNA matches, both from my own autosomal
test and from other tests shared with me.  I recently found two matches, one to me, and another to my 
first cousin once removed, both of which can be traced directly to the family group of Gilbert V. Crane 
1797-1870 and Eliza Payne (Paine).  This Gilbert V. Crane is a different individual from Gilbert S. 
Crane, and so the question presents itself:  How is Gilbert V. Crane related to my Crane family group?  
This article explores that question.

1 “The Plowman Family:  Lide Remembers Mother, part one” by Jim Winegar, (2009).
2 “Analysis of Children of Joseph Ors Crane and Catherine Williams” by S. H. Ball (2016).
3 "2018 Research Review Into the Origin of Joseph Ors Crane & Catherine Williams of Sussex County, New Jersey", 

M.A. Schaefer, 17 April 2021; original research published February 2018.
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Geography

Gilbert V. Crane (some documents show middle initial of B) lived in Elk Creek, Erie, PA.  What can we
say about Elk Creek?

• very close to place called Cranesville!  Apparently this place founded by Fowler Crane, son of 
Elihu Crane.  Several Cranes in Erie county, PA from 1800 forward, but there's nothing to say 
that Gilbert V. Crane was directly related, especially given that we have not found any DNA 
matches to anybody who can be traced to this area.

• this area close to Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, and both the Ohio and NY state lines.

• the area where Gilbert settled in PA seems to have crossed the county line between Erie and 
Crawford. So far, the records I've found seem to be in Erie county.

Notes on Family Group

• Censuses say Gilbert was born in NJ, his wife was born in NY

• Earliest census is 1850 when Gilbert was 53.  Unable to find earlier census of him in the 
immediate area of Erie County, PA.

• 1850 census says first child born NY, next child born OH, the rest born PA.  Daughter Julia was 
already married to Russell McGee.  1850 census of her in Elk Creek says she was born in NY. 
So this seems to indicate that the Gilbert V. Crane family:

◦ lived in NY late 1820s to 1830

◦ then possibly Ohio around 1834

◦ then settled in Erie county, PA

24 Dec 1902, Conneautville, Pennsylvania
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Land Records

A search among deeds of Erie County, PA produced four deeds involving Gilbert V. Crane in Elk Creek
Twp.  A search among deeds in Crawford County, PA produced no results.

However, another land source4 recorded an entry for Gilbert V. Crane, 16 Oct 1829.  The location of the
land associated with Gilbert V. Crane was described as section-twp-range (STR) of 07-15-05.  
Unfortunately, I subsequently discovered that New York and the other original colonies are not part of 
the PLSS.  Now what?  Luckily, this source is a book with an introduction, and within the Intro on p. 
xxii I found the location for Twp 15, Range 5:  Hartland, Niagra, NY! 

4 Western New York Land Transactions, 1825-1835 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 
2006.  Original data:  Livsey, Karen E. Western New York Land Transactions, 1825-1835. Baltimore, MD, USA: 
Genealogical Publishing Co., 1996.

Schaefer, April 2021 genealojist@gmail.com Page 4 of 7

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_Land_Survey_System
mailto:genealojist@gmail.com


Vital Records

Vital records are hard to come by during this time period.  However, one source was located5 which 
includes the name of Gilbert Crane in a marriage record in 1819:

Manchester is about 80 miles east of Hartland.

In the subsequent 1820 census of Ontario County, NY, we do find a Gilbert V. Crane enumerated in 
Farmington who was in the 16-25 age group, along with a female of the same age.  There were also 
three other young males in that household to wonder about.  

It seems that Electa Crane died in 1823,6 and Gilbert continued to live in the Manchester area, at least 
through 1825.7  It should be noted that Gilbert V. Crane purchased a lot south of the village in 1825,8 
but I've not found a record of what happened to that property.  We also have a newspaper clipping dated
1 Feb 18379 giving notice that the lands of Andrew Bennett in Manchester were being seized, 
describing the lot to the south as in possession of Gilbert V. Crane.  It's not clear that Gilbert V. Crane 
was living in Manchester at that time, but he was apparently in possession of that property at that time.

Analysis and Discussion

This new evidence could well lead us to some updated conclusions.  Let's follow the trail:

• Two DNA matches, one each to a different Crane-Williams tester, point to the family group of 
Gilbert V. Crane of Elk Creek, Erie, PA.

• A study of this Gilbert's family group in Elk Creek tells us that Gilbert was born in NJ, his wife 
was born in NY, and his first child (and maybe second child as well) were also born in NY.

• Land transaction records show that a Gilbert V. Crane had some transaction with land in 
Hartland, Niagra, NY in 1829.  This is the same location where a Gilbert Crane was enumerated
in 1830, along with John W. Crane, a known son of Joseph O. Crane and Caty Williams.

• Also found in 1830 Hartland, NY was John L. Paine, apparently the brother of Eliza Paine who 
married Gilbert V. Crane.  John L. Paine eventually migrated to Eaton County, MI where later 
two children of Gilbert V. Crane of Elk Creek, PA also migrated to.

5 10,000 Vital Records of Western New York, 1809-1850 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations 
Inc, 2016.  Original data:Bowman, Fred Q. 10,000 Vital Records of Western New York, 1809-1850. Baltimore, MD, 
USA: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1985.  Research by S.H. Ball.

6 Find a Grave, database and images (https://www.findagrave.com : accessed 17 April 2021), memorial page for Electa 
Crane (1801–16 Oct 1823), Find a Grave Memorial no. 142898929, citing Manchester Village Cemetery, Ontario 
County, New York, USA ; Maintained by Tammy Ezakovich (contributor 47083160).

7 History of Ontario Co, NY & its People, Pub 1911, Vol 1, Chapter XXXII, pg 406 - 424; "Town of Manchester" by Dr. 
John H. Pratt; Transcribed by Dianne Thomas; Research by S.H. Ball.

8 New York, Ontario County, County Clerk, 44-340.
9 Ontario repository and freeman (Canandaigua, NY), 1 Feb 1837, pg. 4.
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• Previous research10 shows a Gilbert Crane married Electa Pratt in Manchester, Ontario, NY in 
1819, and a Gilbert V. Crane was enumerated in Farmington, Ontario, NY in 1820.  Gilbert V. 
Crane was a collector in Manchester in 1825, and his name also appears among deeds in the 
area around the same time.

• Now going back to the 1830 census in Hartland, Niagara, NY, the household of Gilbert Crane in
Hartland appears to have more children in the household than we would expect to find, given 
what we know about the family group of Gilbert V. Crane and Eliza Payne.  How is that 
explained?  If, after the death of Electa Pratt Crane, Gilbert V. Crane of Manchester moved to 
Hartland before 1830 and there married Eliza Paine – where another Paine family was also 
enumerated – the 1830 enumeration of the Gilbert Crane household makes more sense.  The 
“extra” children could have been those of Gilbert's previous marriage in Manchester with Electa
Pratt.

So there was a Gilbert V. Crane – named with that initial – found in three places:  Manchester, Ontario, 
NY, Hartland, Niagara, NY, and Elk Creek, Erie, PA.  Was there one individual named Gilbert V. Crane,
or multiple individuals of that exact name?  I think this trail of evidence fits into a timeline where we 
don't see any overlap of multiple individuals of this name, Gilbert V. Crane, living in different places at 
the same time.

So let's just say that the Gilbert Crane in 1830 Hartland, NY is the same person named Gilbert Crane 
who was subsequently found in 1850 Elk Creek, PA.  If that is so, then the Gilbert Crane in 1830 
Hartland, NY was not the same person as Gilbert S. Crane in 1850 Newfane, NY, as we previously 
surmised.  We now have two Gilbert Cranes:  Gilbert S. Crane and Gilbert V. Crane!

So the grand finale of this discussion has to be how to answer the question:  Who Was Gilbert V. Crane 
in relation to my family group?  Well, here are the considerations:

• It is possible that Joseph O. and Caty had other children than those baptized at the Clove DRC. 
We already know about Elizabeth Crane Stid as an example.  We can also notice gaps in the 
birth years of some of their children.  There could easily have been other children of Joseph O. 
and Caty who we are not yet aware of.

• The 1830 census of Hartland, NY seems key.  Gilbert Crane and John W. Crane were 
enumerated within two houses of each other, and they were in the same age group:  30-40.  The 
chances that these two households were related, even closely related, is very high.

• The writings of Lide Plowman clearly mention Gilbert (Gil) as a brother of Elizabeth Crane 
Stid.  If we are nearly 100% sure that Gilbert S. Crane was not a son of Joseph O. and Caty 
Williams, then how did Lide remember an uncle named Gilbert?  The answer might be that 
Joseph O. Crane and Caty Williams also had a son named Gilbert, Gilbert V. Crane.

And wouldn't we like to know what the middle initial V stood for in the name of Gilbert V. Crane?  
With all the recent research on the Williams side of the family which seems to associate Caty Williams 
with Dutch families, and more specifically to a Van Winkle family, we could imagine that the initial V 
stood for Van (something).

10 Research by S.H. Ball.
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We do have to consider, however, if there are other ways that Gilbert V. Crane could be related to my 
family group:

• maybe this Gilbert was a son of Mystery Man, David Crane who could somehow be related to 
us?  Gilbert V. did name one son Marvin David Crane, so maybe.

• The name of Samuel Crane from Vermont has come up in recent research as a potentially close 
relation.  However, I don't think Gilbert V. was a son of Samuel Crane of Vermont bcs we have 
the early census of his household, and there doesn't seem to be an extra male who could be 
Gilbert.

• Yet another Crane connection that we don't yet know about.

Given the analysis of the latest evidence, I think the various clues from Manchester, Ontario, NY to 
Hartland, Niagra, NY to Elk Creek, Erie, PA all point to one individual who was very likely a son of 
Joseph O. Crane and Caty Williams, a conclusion that is supported by DNA matches.  As always, we 
have to keep our eyes open for other evidence that could contradict this assertion, but given the present 
evidence, I am feeling like we can welcome a new member to the Crane-Williams family group, one 
who was always there and who we are only now just discovering.

So to recap, after this round of research, I conclude from the evidence that:

• Gilbert S. Crane was a son of Thomas Crane and Mary Smith.  This Crane family group all 
ended up in Newfane, NY. 

• Gilbert V. Crane was, apparently, a son of Joseph O. Crane and Caty Williams.  Gilbert V. and 
his brother, John W., were in Hartland, NY in 1830.  From there, Gilbert V. went to PA, and 
John W. kept going to MI. 

• We believe Thomas Crane and Joseph O. Crane were brothers – they were both in the 1793 
militia list of Wantage, Sussex, NJ.  So far, I have found one DNA match to me that goes to the 
family group of Thomas Crane, so Thomas does appear to have been related.  If Thomas and 
Joseph were indeed brothers, then Gilbert S. and Gilbert V. were first cousins.
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