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Because of my recent flurry of Williams research,1 I have to acknowledge that I came into this year's 
renewed Crane research with premeditation:  to look for any connections between early Williams in 
Sussex County to My Cranes2 of the same place.  In particular, I have been very focused on the western
part of Wantage along the Blue Mountains because that is where John Williams III lived with Lydia 
Rutan.  I have speculated that John Williams III might have been a brother of my Caty Williams, so it 
would certainly be enlightening to find My Cranes anywhere near the same area.

Maybe because of that premeditation, this research has been a slog.  Each research topic has presented 
its own complexities, so much so that I have broken each topic into separate articles.  What follows is a
summary of the combined research.  If you care about the gory details of any particular topic, you can 
read more in attached links.

• Understanding Townships in Early Sussex County, New Jersey
◦ I did not initially realize or appreciate the significance of when early Sussex County 

townships were formed.  I'm guessing these township jurisdictional lines didn't matter that 
much to our ancestors, but it definitely matters to those of us looking for them now.

• A Study of Thomas Crane Sr. Associations in Early Wantage, Sussex, New Jersey
◦ I learned a great deal about the locations of the Gilbert Smith family (the family of Thomas 

Crane's wife), as well as the David Demerest family (the family of Thomas Crane's son-in-
law).  I was surprised to learn that these families mostly occupied the southeast parts of 
Wantage, and later northeast parts of Frankford, parts of which would, even later, become 
Lafayette. 

◦ I was expecting to find that Thomas Crane Sr. had more connection to western Wantage, and
so I was surprised to surmise that it is more likely that he lived in/around southeastern 
Wantage.  This area was not very close to the Clove DRC, and I haven't found any 
indication that anybody in the Smith or Demerest families attended that church.

• A Study of the Benjamin Crane Family Group, Goshen NY to Sussex, NJ
◦ I learned that this family probably came into Sussex County as a result of having Pellet 

relations.  They settled around and attended the Old Beemer Meeting House, which was 
Congregational, and which differentiates them from my ancestor, Joseph O Crane, whose 
children were baptized at the Clove DRC.

◦ The residence of Thomas Crane Jr. in western Wantage appears to be a coincidence.  From 
what I can tell, Thomas Jr. lived in western Wantage from 1822-1860, and I did not find any
personal links between Thomas Jr. and his family and those surrounding families in the area.

1 Crane-Williams reSearch by genealojist aka M. A. Schaefer, Library of Research Articles.
2 I use the label “My Cranes” to refer to these individuals, all of whom have been placed in early Wantage and Frankford, 

Sussex, NJ, and all of whom connect to my family tree:  Joseph O., Thomas Sr., Isaac, and Samuel M.
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• A Study of Crane-Compton Connections in Wantage and Frankford, Sussex County, New Jersey
before 1850
◦ The Compton study turned out to be much more complex than I expected, but I walk away 

with a much better overall understanding of these Compton families.  It appears that every 
Compton in my study can be traced to the family group of David Compton I, 1707-1789 and
Sarah Van Sickle.  This alone is significant in that this Compton branch married into a 
Dutch family.  Given that we believe our Williams family also married into a Dutch family, 
Dutch family connections are worth watching.

◦ This family group of David Compton I lived in Woodbridge, Middlesex, New Jersey.  It 
appears that all the members of one branch, that of David Compton II, 1727-1777, came to 
Sussex County probably by virtue of land willed to them by David I.  From this family 
group of David Compton II, two of them attended the Clove DRC, two of them also married
into the Van Sickle family, and one settled in western Wantage very near where the 
descendants of John Williams III and Lydia Rutan could be found.

◦ The identity of Joseph Compton ~1780-1853, husband of Lydia Mitten, is still, 
unfortunately, a matter of speculation.  This Joseph Compton is a key player in the story of 
My Cranes in that his daughter, Mary, married Isaac Crane, thought to be a son of either 
Joseph O. Crane or Thomas Crane Sr.  In addition, Joseph's son, George, probably followed 
Issac Crane's move to Bradford County, PA where my ancestor, Sarah Crane Hildreth, spent 
the end of her life.  Based on this round of Compton research, I believe this Joseph 
Compton was also related to the Woodbridge Comptons, although that point remains 
unproved.

◦ David Comption 1797-1876 who married Hanna Elyea and moved to Michigan belongs to a
different branch of the Woodbridge Comptons.  He was probably a second cousin of Joseph 
Compton.  It appears that when living in Frankford, he lived near Strubles and Demerests 
and others from related investigations found to live more toward the east side of Wantage / 
Frankford.

◦ With regard to the Benjamin Crane family group study, I was sure there must be an 
important connection when I saw that Thomas Crane Jr. purchased property in Wantage that 
adjoined lands of David Compton.  Even though that research ended as a supreme example 
of a Wild Goose Chase – there was apparently no connection between Thomas Crane Jr. and
David Compton of Wantage – the negative result is still noteworthy.  As I've learned from 
playing Sudoku, one can arrive at an answer by determining what the answer is not.  
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Afterthoughts

I have learned a great deal in this recent round of research, but I don't think we are any closer to 
understanding the life and times of Joseph O. Crane and Caty Williams.  However, there's also the 
possibility that we are indeed much closer than we realize to a better understanding, even though our 
awareness is still somehow clouded to the implications of arising clues.  

Before this research, we could say that Joseph O. Crane and Caty Williams were probably residents of 
Wantage, Sussex, New Jersey in the 1790s.  Sussex County covers 536 square miles.  Wantage 
Township covers 67.48 square miles.  All of the families in these investigations of mine – Williams, 
Crane, Smith, Demerest, and Compton, and to some degree Struble – they all lived along the edges, 
which is to say along boundary lines with other Sussex townships.  Isn't that interesting?  I'm fairly sure
that it just worked out that way as we're looking at modern maps, but I find it interesting that 
jurisdictional boundaries often followed geographic features, and those geographic features must have 
been desirable to these family groups.  So, so interesting.

Finally, this series of investigations represents my attempt to bring focus back to the Crane side of my 
genealogical brick wall.  After all the exciting and suggestive research pertaining to the Williams side 
of the story, the true value of that Williams research can only be realized when connecting Williams 
with Crane.  So I felt compelled to return to Crane in hopes of finding that Crane-Williams connection. 
But slogging through all the faint associations related to Joseph O. Crane, yet again, still leaves me 
with a blank on my family tree.  Sigh.  I have to remind myself of my mother's saying, Nothing 
Ventured, Nothing Gained.  She also liked to tell me that Curiosity Killed the Cat.  Sigh.

So with that, I'm glad to wrap up this round of Crane research so I can continue to poke around on the 
Williams side.  To be honest, I suspect that Joseph O. Crane and Caty Williams might have lived farther
north in Wantage, closer to the current boundary with New York.  In addition to previous research4 
already pointing in that direction, there are clues on the Williams side – perhaps with Van Winkles – 
who lived in Vernon twp not far from Unionville.  Maybe there is a yet one more clue that will tie all 
this research together with a bow of satisfaction.

4 Specifically, research by Sandra H. Ball, including “Analysis of Children of Joseph Ors Crane and Catherine Williams” 
(2016).
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